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Rania “if death will come in 5 years or 7 or 10 | would urge it to come now because they
have ripped us up of all hopes for any foreseen future... they have killed us while we are still
breathing, they have taken any shred of dignity pushing us to strive for our daily bread ... |
wonder what else they may ask for if we keep compromising ...."”

[the full identity of the testimonies is not available]

1. Ayham | wonder what does the American Government have against the Syrian people
and for what reason we are being punished?!

We’ve never been a threat to anyone, never hated anyone and certainly never been against
Americans.

Now about the petrol crisis, we had a harsh winter, but we managed to overcome the cold.
Now we face lack of Gasoline and most cars stay in queues for about two days on Gas
stations to get about 20 liters a week.

2. 1 do not understand this American intransigence ... Why do they want to kill us? We love
our country and we do not want to leave it. My young son lost this 20 year old damned war
Why does America support terrorism to earn money at the expense of people? The killing of
my son | accused him is the one who helped the terrorists and killed our children and today
we are counting on the top of our lives Yes, gasoline is the main source of movement
Mechanisms, factories and cars ... Also heating Thousands of children have been hurt
because of the cold and the children of their sons ... The livelihoods of people working on
cars and engines Small and electricity .... why not talk The American people as long as they
sleep in democracy ... Hands for living in dignity in our country We have not attacked you
... Let us live in peace ... ...

Thank you janice...

3. Aiham The US government imposed economic sanctions on our government to force it to
accept the entry of Muslim Brotherhood extremists into our government.

We, as a Syrian people, have't found fuel for heating for two days during the snowfall on
Easter night.. not enough fuel for cars ...

Is not it enough that the US government create ISIS terrorist in our country as Hillary Clinton
said?
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Aiham , Damascus

4. Soumaya_: yes it is a real torture, in Aleppo everybody want to get out of the country.. it
s a humanitarian shame.. and everything is more expensive.. they want Syria to die.. pray
for the people.. | stay strong like you and we will do our best to help..

5. Adnan : Economic sanctions are enforced by US, WHY NOW ? The prohibition of oil
supplies to enter Syria indicates an economic war after 8 years of fierce and bloody war
waged by US and its allies by deploying hundreds of thousands of terrorists and
mercenaries. It is a punishment to the Syrian people especially the poor, who are cleary are
badly affected and suffer the rarity and high prices of most necessities to their lives. | think
it's for imposing agendas, opposition names and constitution change. Take it from a Syrian
from Aleppo, THOSE WHO WITHSTOOD THE MOST VICIOUS AND BLOODY WAR WILL NEVER
GIVE UP TO SANCTIONS

6. Mohammad : US government claiming that America it's the country of freedom and it’s
the greatest country... Etc
What are you doing for God sake???

You have created ISIS and pretending that you're fighting them? But in fact you are training
and arming and supporting them by all ways possible, for what? For power or oil or helping
your child so-called Israel?? Israel are fake country that's why they named it (is real ) the
real country is Palestine...

| lost my young brother in this horrible war that you started in my country, he was fighting
YOUR ISIS and me as a soldier i spent 8 years of my life fighting them ,my best 8 years of
youth, i can’t get married or making a family because i scarified of my whole life for my
country, for my people, and | WILL KEEP FIGHTING.

Leave us alone we can handle our business, i have a lot of Americans friends, they are good
people, but you as a government ARE SHIT.

| have a lot to say, i don’t know where can i start, We lost a lot because they faking the
truth about my country especially in media... I'm not done but i think this enough because
they know the truth, they know what exactly happened to my country because they did it.

P.S : I've learned English during this war to send this kind of messages to the world, we as
Syrians we don’t know what give up means, country who loves all kind of education.. Just
take a look of the difference between us and Saudi Arabia, your beloved friend that has a
bloody hands in Yemen with your blessings.

I'm not done......

7. Salma : | already have financial difficulties so imagine now with even higher
food prices.. Every end of every month | stay without food for days because | have enough
money to either feed myself or my dogs and | choose to feed my dog.. Who is a vegan dog
most days of the month BTW.. | am vegan everyday of the year.. And | still can’t make it..

8. Nourhanne : Well, | will be clear ... | am 25 years old. | live in Damascus, the old
neighborhoods of Bab Touma. Sanctions significantly affected the car’s long queues on gas
stations for long hours Public conductors were weak for staff and students go to work It took
a lot of time Export to other areas was also difficult.


https://www.facebook.com/soumaya.hallak?fref=ufi

These sanctions are certainly a mistake to be decided by the United States which considers
itself with human rights

9. llive in tartus and i have an advice to these sick minds in washington D.C

By punishing us the people of syria, You are not turning us against our government ..despite
the hell we live in everyday we know who is doing this and this made us more united. The
only hate is happening here is against you. Why you hate us why....

10. I spent 4 hours to fill my car with only 20 litters and these are my share for 5 days

My father 85 years old in drykish near safita 35 km away from tartus i must go there every
day to stay with him because he is sick.

My work in tartus i have no oil to visit him daily i dont know what to do.

11. Ali | remember watching western movies when i was a kid with my siblings... “Once
upon a time in the west” exactly... | remember the fly scene at the beginning... At that
moment i fell in love with the American lifestyle and mentality. Later i watched more movies
and read as many books as i could after learning English just to know more about America...
| have always admired and trusted the American people... But i never saw a wider gap
between poeple and their politicians. The sanctions you impose are not harming anyone but
people like me, people who can never teach their kids to love America as we did... What
am i supposed to tell my 4 years old kid?! America is good but you are not!!! He wouldn’t
understand...

Sometimes i really wonder.. Is there really an “American people”?! can they change things
like we see on tv?! Or is the “American people” as real as the “Avengers”..?!

| know these words wont change a thing... | wish you arrange a trip for us to meet
Americans there and hold meetings to tell them what is really happening here... What has
been happening since WW?2...

But again... That’s rather impossible... Aliens like me cannot enter the heavens of America...
A green card is needed!!! Right?!! Yet your soldiers can come oceans away.. No questions
asked...

Democracy might not be at it’s best here in my country... But the world you created can
only produce such an ugly truth

12. Hanan : It’s Unbearable , I'm a college student and | need to get out early because of
the difficulty of transportation . | need to stand an hour under the sun after finishing classes
to find a means of transport or bus to go home . Most of the time | go and back home on
foot. | can’t wait.. Whether it is America’s or others this sanctions are absolute evil. We were
talking today about they cut off everything, leaving only oxygen and Pepsi because it made
in Damascus

13. Youssef The economic siege on Syria increases my love for the Syrian national
leadership. On the other hand there is great hatred of the United States of America.

14. Labib Syrian people in USA and elsewhere pose no threat to anyone
and specially American. Syria has provided the best doctors, engineers etc to the world and



it is not fair to treat Syria and Syrians with such barbaric sanctions
15. Heba

| don’t care what exact reason is behind the economic sanctions, | care about my siblings’
future and mine.

Our parents used to narrate stories of them studying on the lights of candles, back to the
days when there was no electricity.

Nowadays, we're doing exactly the same! Studying on low-lit LEDs until our eyes start to
hurt and get foggy. We had to save some money to get my sister a pair of glasses.

My previous job, as an online freelancer, was ALWAYS delayed because my laptop’s battery
would die and there’s no way to charge it. | got fired because of this!

My brother has asthma and last week he had an attack by night, yet we had no gas nor did
our neighbors, so we couldn’t go search for a pharmacy to bring him an inhaler.

Not to mention that our fridge is empty, like literally empty, most of the days. Only thing we
can afford is pasta, rice, and bread, which is affecting our diet and now my sister and | are
anemic. Vegetables and meats are things we should save some money for, in order to buy
them like once or twice a month. Despite the fact that 3 out of 6 members of my family are
working. So you may imagine how expensive everything is.

These may sound like silly things to a basic human being, but to us, these are things we live
with and struggle with daily. No one deserves to live such a stressful life that affects their
lifestyle, health, future, oh and their cortisol levels! Sounds like unimportant ‘third-world’
issues? Well, you can make it better with just a single statement of yours.

- G, Tartous

16. Lilly_: Ilive in Syria: my family’s business stopped 8 years ago when the war started. We
have been living on savings since then, and a few sales we made to survive. He used to buy
machines made abroad and import them for sale in Syria. Because of sanctions imposed by
US and EU he can not wire transfer money to buy machines from Syria to the company
abroad. Additionally, because of US and EU sanctions he can not buy machines from Europe,
which is so close to Syria, or from any other country, because any country found selling to
anyone in Syria will face fines and sanctions. You might think that he could just buy from
China, for example, since it is a friendly country, but they will not accept any wire transfer
on money from any person or bank in Syria either, due to the same problem: EU and US
sanctions. The goal is to prevent anyone living in Syria from ordering any materials needed
for reconstruction of homes in Syria. The US and EU goal is to prevent Syria from recovery,
or peace

17. Ammar : Before the war, we used to dream how to develop and be better persons. How
to get more degrees and move to a higher level.

Now the best achievement is to make enough money to mantain a decent life.

And the hero of his time who has his car full of gaz.


https://www.facebook.com/lillymartinsahiounie?fref=ufi

It’s not only about gaz or money, it's about settlement and this has been lost long ago.

18. The economic blockade imposed by the United States on Syria is primarily aimed at the
Syrian people, which is mainly suffering because of terrorism and the siege to exhaust the
remaining elements of his life.

Damn the US government
Damn the Western Alliance

| do not mean the American people. The people have nothing to do with what the
government does. | respect and love the American people.

19. From a Syrian American: Asker

The American people need to understand that Syria has provided the world cultures many
positive things, and Syria as an original Christian country doesn’t pose any threats to
the world, the sanctions are effecting many innocent people specially childrenand it will not
work because the purpose of it to turn the Syrian people against the government that will
not work ,they love their president Bashar Assad.as Syrian born American citizen | can tell
you that we come to America and we achieve the American dream, we don’t use or abuse
the system ,some of us pay more income taxes than many politicians, we respect the
American constitution, we love you Mr trump but please get out of Syria and let them
rebuild their lives and have peace, | live in the commonwealth of Kentucky near Lexington,
originally from California, love this country coast to coast.
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Translation of statement # 20 by YK:

Please send the following to the American senators and congress: In the name
of freedom we suffered death of family and love ones, destruction of our
homes, forced to immigrate. Sanctions and blockades on top all that will not
discourage us from sacrificing for our homeland, our love for president
Bashar Assad...tell them, the Americans, the Saudis that their hopes (schemes)
and dreams will fail... A nation led by Assad will not kneel.

21. Faihaa: We Syrians have experienced awful things no one could imagine.. we faced the
threat of death and killing thousand times throughout these 8 years. We face the difficulties
of everyday lives and needs with hopeful hearts that tomorrow we are going to have our
peace back. All neighboring countries have sancted us Syrians of entering their lands with
no specific reason. Oils, water, electricity, wheat flour has been limited and we are and
everyone knows that we are one of the leading countries to export these materials.

And what do you expect when the war ends? A better future right? For you and your family
and friends and all your fellow citizens but what happened was the exact opposite! US have
imposed sanctions and embargo on us and guess what who is the most affected one? It is
the humble Syrian citizen. Don’t you have any humanity in your blood?


https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100017102734808&hc_location=ufi

Don’t you see that we are the ones who suffer..
By doing this you put us in a new war; the war of survival...

22. Ghenwa : As a Syrian, it's so hard to adapt to life here, it's like accepting to live in hell
for the rest of your life and the sad part is that you can’t do anything about it. | wake
up everyday feeling impressed that i survived another day in this place, andi try my hardest
to make a difference or to do something that would make me feel good about this place.
We're living under a massive threat.

We face killers, kidnappers, thieves and all kinds of deuvils.

I'm a 23 year old college girl that needs to work 24/7 while studying to provide food and
rent and to pay her duties, my family had to travel to Germany as refugees but i was stuck
here because I'm older than 18 so the german refugee law can’t except me there.

You can’t imagine how awful it is living in Syria, and the worst part is that we're not even
allowed or welcomed in other countries

23. Malak : The economic siege on Syria increases my love for the Syrian national
leadership. On the other hand there is great hatred of the United States of America
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Translation of statement # 24 by YK:

(Janice, this is a long statement, allow me to simply re-order the sentences in it
so that it has more clarity and impact. All | am doing is to start with the last
paragraph which has most of the punch. If you like to put it in the original
order, just move the first sentence and put it at the end).

This is a dirty war that destroyed the lives of many, the blockade today is
extinguishing whatever light is left...even those smiling children are really
suffering my friend. You my friend speak of survival and livelihood, you forget
education, universities, and going to work. We speak about strangling a nation
with a war now in its eighth year, still killing martyrs by the thousands,
thousands of missing and kidnapped, thousands of displaced and exiled,
the blockade means starving the peasants, the workers, the civilian and the
soldier, it stops any progress towards any solution to the root cause of the war.
We cannot only blame the USA, western and arab forces are complicit in many



ways in tightening the noose on the Syrian people. The people here, you
cannot imagine their strength, their resilience, their resistance will be beyond
anyone’s imagination.
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Translation of statement # 25 by YK: (this can be a headline from this message: “Mr Trump
would you please explain to us how a cancer patient can be a threat to world peace?! What
is the threat caused by a student who wants to reach is university?)

The USA, western nations, some Arab nations, Israel, are the ones who created
all radical terrorist groups, provided funding, training and supported them in all
aspects, we know that these countries are responsible for all the suffering of
the Syrian people since 2011. After their failure with the military regime
change war, they resorted to economic warfare where all segments of
the syrian population are victims are paying the price in every aspect of their
lives, it targets the livelihood of innocent people, with oil sanctions, it limits
employees ability to go to work, students to go to schools and universities,
patients from getting to get to hospitals to receive care, for example and
especially cancer patients who need to be treated in specialised centres in the
cities, so Mr Trump would you explain to us how a cancer patient can be a
threat to world peace?! What is the threat caused by a student who wants to
reach is university? Economic sanctions only impact innocent citizens, causes
huge inflation and deprivation. Those (Syrian people) who resisted
the injustice, aggression and terror from all these countries over all these
years, will never be defeated, it seems that our enemies have forgotten that
we are the syrian phoenix that will rise from the ashes of their plot to become
stronger than it was.

26. Mark : Personally, I'm happy with the less pollution in Aleppo. It's hard for students to
teach the university as they live far away from it. But | go there walking. It takes me 30
minutes to reach it walking, and less than 15 minutes in a microbus. | dont use microbuses
unless it's urgent or tired. I'm an athlete so I'm not affected. On the other side, there are
thousands of cars waiting on the line in oil stations. | can take a picture of you
want. So people are wasting their time (lives) waiting. Someone in my area died from a clot



because of the long hours waiting on the line.

In Aleppo there are many many cars and lot of pollution caused by cars and the huge
generators that generate electricity for homes instead of government electricity. Thanks
that in these last 2 weeks, the government electricity has been very very good.

Janice it has no effects to me personally. But it will affect us as people after few
months .. there will be no food and the dollar price will raise up to 1700 s.p . That’s a crime.

I'm a mentally tough young person who can handle all kinds ofbad situations. That's why it
doesn’t affect me Personally, because | find solutions and don’t give up in front of small or
huge problems. | hope this oil situation wont last too long because it will beat us all sooner
or later

27.

6 ool g Uss..olgiw 8 lrso..ole o),Lle o3l oo p b s> Olodw Gwew
;ul.o 9)0 .)ul.ul 9| il 0 e 99 )—w
oo o Sy LYol glis.. s 980 Ugo v arogSall. lilwlwgo Uxis
Lisi> ol srig cidxdly pMall (8 cisinxS) Sy Laslsy iz olybaib. ool Lukicly
sl anlasl o Il pp> 55> go I oo oS oLl il
ol ogio J S | i gxio. lidat olgl. @il lde givo..luiue d_o.ﬂ.l.l
JLJ' ‘_5\_1& )Ja.a_w ul_9 )JLAJI I).u_wl _9.°.m d.uJa.” o).gJyl_g m‘s.)yl )l).u.wl OLL.Z.”
lis $o) 5l Gl polis W Lo 085090y - pladlly gadll Jsiz ole o)l JL"“S baill
oS—oio 038l L imig 038 Lol o d pb2a iy paln)l o)l
|)J P'@J J3.043 LUOJl °')‘733 §_)_9.WJ| u\x.w.” o.).7_93 duJo_g.” lu.lls.u L)*S'WS L)JOSH ARy
050 3giay uga)ew piz lsz.. piiz 2y
wJ);.C pS):)..uu @12“ J3)_9 ulSJJ.onX.Jxm.o el
pgzalio oo UsYyl aleiw .. solo W) b oSy BLSIl le s Wik Ll
anp,SJ] oLa“ lgo > .. Lulolss LuLolg P15 o ail osdl Jis oo asl rc,sdl,
301 o lup o agal> aand) ailguall w5l o gl

Translation of statement # 27 by YK

(it seems to be a reply to sawsan sliman) Despite an 8 year war that didn’t
leave a household without a martyr, a war that destroyed our lives, our
government institutions, displaced us, stole our peace killed our dreams,
despite all that we resisted and were glorioulsy victorious thanks to our army
and our leader (Assad), so in order to keep us in the dark and backwardness
they transformed their war into an economic war targeting our daily bread,
strangling us, destroying our currency forbidding us from importing all life
necessities, medicines and medical equipment, fuel, they took control of
(Syrian) oil and gas fields, they occupied our wheat, cotton and olive fields. We
are still resisting and we will fight to our last breath against their terror, with
our love of our homeland, our patriotic principles, we will fight for the unity of
our land and our people, we will win against the Americans and their gulf allies,
we are surviving, resisting and we will teach pour children that you killed
innocents, killed our best and brightest minds, deprived us of
an honourable life, all in the service of zionist dreams.

28. Hade
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Translation of statement # 28 by YK

29.

The economic blockade imposed by the USA is targeting every Syrian citizen
without exception. Its aim is to strengthen terrorist groups that operate under
its (USA) control. How do you explain the occupation of the eastern
Euphrates region without permission from the Syrian government, the sole
representative of the Syrian people. It is selling oil and wheat under its control
to Turkey. The (US and its allies) are bombing Syrian government
convoys transporting fuel and food stuffs, while supporting terrorist groups
continued theft of Syrian oil and gas. The American administration supports,
protects and provides cover for terrorism in Syria.
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Translation of statement # 29 by YK

30. Samuel :

We don’t wish death to anyone, but we are fighting for our lives, our rights, our
treasures. If the (regime change cabal) are deluded believing that

the sanctions will drive the Syrian people and its
leadership into submission. We the syrian people
are steadfast in our resistance and our trust
in our leader Bashar Hafez alAssad and

in our legendary Syrian army, we the children of this land, we are
the remainers.

Syria, and can tell you that the US government has done nothing but lie against Syria.

31. Qusay
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I'm American, with Syrian heritage living in Syria since the illegal invasion of
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Translation of statement # 31 by YK

| am a dentist currently pursuing a ph.d. The sanctions are severely impacting
me and my patients. For example the inability to make simple credit card
transactions, impacts my ability to do my research and to collaborate with the
global scientific medical community. | was forced to do some of my work in
Lebanon. The sanctions are making it very difficult and extremely expensive
for me to obtain the medical supplies needed for me to do my job as a dentist
in Damascus. The combination of this and fuel sanctions have forced me to
cancel and delay many patients’ appointments. In the shadow of these
sanctions we will resist, as we resisted against Daesh (Islamic State) and we
will be victorious. The more the USA increases its pressure on us the more we
will be united around our president. Thanks to my friend Wissam and
your (lady) friend (probably you Janice) for publishing the real picture of our
struggle.

41. Kamal: My name is Kamal, | have seen another side of the sanctions which have been
going on for more than 30 years.

| used to work for a European Airline in Damascus airport, was shocked by the amount of
defective Syrian aircrafts sitting in the airport while the Syrian airline was operating with
only two aircrafts at that time, they were using those grounded aircrafts for spare parts for
the remaining two. when | asked the technicians why can’t we repair and use those
aircrafts, they told me that America is not giving us spare parts as part of the sanctions!

USA also doesn’t allow Europe to give parts to Syria.

The sad part is that on one occasion, our aircraft (the European airline | was working for)
was grounded in Syria and needed a part, the Syrians gave them that without hesitation, |
saw that with my own eyes.

What America is doing is actually putting innocent civilian lives in danger.
Sorry for the long draft

42. Ali
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43. From a Syrian American. Samira : I'm a pharmacist who saw many people suffering from
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gland disease because of sanction on Syrians there was no any possibility to diagnose
it it was not allowed for Syrians to buy the radioactive tablets used for diagnosis.

Now as American from Syrian origin I'll not vote for any official in the USA government.
Congress senate or president who will impose or support sanctions on Syrians.

Not only me many of my friends Syrians and Americans too

44. Vicken We have been effected by this embargo so badly and still we are ..

Every thing is running by oil and gas and when they desapere from your daily life , you have
that feeling Life Stops ..

45. Maggy It is so unhuman act to deal with people of any country or city or area as you
are dealing with the Syrian people ... am from Aleppo and I live this dishumility every day
while you all, are sitting in your homes ,driving your vehicles, living your ordinary
life....your brothets or sisters in humanity, the Syrian people the Aleppo’s people are not
living, they are dying step by step because of your cruality because of your enmity,
because of your selfishness because of your greediness....its enough how much you tried to
ruin Syria to ruin Aleppo you can ruin whatever you want you who are sitting in the top
....but be sure you will never be able to ruin the strong will of the Syrian people ...the will to
live to survive to struggle to kill the will of the Satan

46. Robert Aleppo is dying...and Trump is happy.

Aleppo was the industrial capital of Syria, Turkey and allies tried to destroy it and stole all
the heavy industry there...the western minded terrorists destroy many of the city’s buildings
and the infrastructure, they destroy the old Aleppo’s civilization....All that couldn’t break the
people’s will...and now the american sanctions try it again....I'm sure that no one can bend
this people’s will who did endure an 8 years random war.

Sanctions on Syria means to make its people suffer...not more

47. From a Syrian American: Stepan: It is so unhuman act to deal with people of any country
or city or area as you are dealing with the Syrian people ... am from Aleppo and | live this
humility every day while you all ,are sitting in your homes ,driving your vehicles, living your
ordinary life....your brothers or sisters in humanity ,the Syrian people the Aleppo’s people
are not living ,they are dying step by step because of your cruelty because of your enmity,
because of your selfishness because of your greediness....it's enough how much you tried to
ruin Syria to ruin Aleppo you can ruin whatever you want you who are sitting in the top
....but be sure you will never be able to ruin the strong will of the Syrian people ...the will to
live to survive to struggle to kill the will of the Satan

*

Note to readers: please click the share buttons above or below. Forward this article to your
email lists. Crosspost on your blog site, internet forums. etc.

Featured image is from Mideast Discourse
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