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Terrorism originates from the Western Colonial
Powers
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Terrorism originates from the Western colonial powers but none would dare to concede it for
the FEAR of unknown in contemporary history. When the European businessmen explored 
new world markets for diminishing resources and their armed forces invaded and occupied
the vast Islamic world, there were no television, internet, video cameras and stone throwing
public and voices of reason to call them foreign mercenaries, aggressors and terrorists. The
colonization scheme of things was not outcome of the Western democratic values to spread
freedom, liberty and justice but ferocity of violence and killings of millions and millions of
human lives for the Empires to be built on colored bloodbaths. The European crusaders
crossed the channels and unknown time zones to subjugate the much divided Muslim people
as  part  of  their  nationalism perception  and  values  that  Muslims  were  inferior  to  the
European race and could be used as raw material to erect the new Empires.

Many centuries past, if there was a UNO, it would not have dared to call the European
intruders as terrorists because it would have been their own organization as Muslims lived in
slavery  and  denial  of  basic  human  rights  and  identity.  In  an  information  age,
knowledge–driven global culture of reason, ignorance is no longer a requisite to learn from
the  living  history.  History  speaks  of  the  Al-Andalusia  Arab  civilization  as  the  longest
advanced civilization lasting for eight centuries in Europe.  Now, the Europeans identify
themselves as civilized people but the effective date for the claim remains a mystery. The
previous Empires knew their  geography and limits,  but the newly articulated American
Empire in its infancy, is challenging to the limits of the Laws of God and appears obsessed
with “fear” of being replaced by the new emerging economically productive nations of Asia
such as China,  Japan and India and combination of  others.  President  George W. Bush
invoked  the  “War  on  Terrorism”  as  a  dictum  of  power,  not  reason  and  wisdom,  to
camouflage  the  prospective  future  with  acts  of  barbarity  and  to  dispel  the  notion  of
accountability  in  global  affairs.  Historically,  people  and  nations  pursuing  this  path  of
behavior  have  ended  up  in  self-delusional  and  self-destruction.

The 9/11 attacks in the US were carried out by individuals and not inspired or supported by
the religion of Islam or Muslims. Some hourly paid intellectuals turned guardian of the
approved truth, allege that Islam breeds terrorism. The Western mass media complements
the  self  crafted  notion  to  poison  the  public  thinking  and  perceptions  and  source  of
judgments against the Arabs and Muslims as “terrorists” making the treacherous claim as if
Islam was at the threshold of the paradigm. The US Neo-Conservatives gang helped to rob
the mankind of its human heritage. The perception of ‘radical Islam’ was invented and
enhanced by the ‘fear’ of terrorism as if Arabs and Muslims were born in the eye of the
storm and terrorism was an exclusive domain of the Islamic religious tenets.
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Gwynne Dyer, the London based prominent writer (The International Terrorist Conspiracy”)
points out that “Terrorism is a political technique, not an ideology and any group willing to
use violence in pursuit of its political goals may resort to it.” He explains that “there are left-
wing  terrorists  and  right-wing  terrorists;  national  terrorist  and  international  terrorist;
Christian, Muslim, Jewish, Hindu, Buddhist and atheist terrorists. In theory, you could have a
“war against terrorism”, but it would involve trying to kill everybody who uses this technique
anywhere in the world. The United States is not trying to do that, so it is not fighting a “war
against  terror.”   In  reality,  what  the  United  States  leadership  is  doing  is  fighting  its  own
articulated war against the people and nations who had no animosity, nor did any perceive
capability to threaten the US as a global power.

British author and producer Adam Curtis (The Power of Nightmares: The Rise of the Politics
of Fear: BBC documentary challenging the American version of the “War on Terrorism”),
spells  out  the  myth  with  clarity:  “international  terrorism  is  a  fantasy  that  has  been
exaggerated and distorted by politicians. It is a dark illusion that has spread unquestioned
through governments around the world, the security services and the international media.”
Remember,  after  the  9/11  attacks,  the  US  official  statements  made  no  mention  of
involvement of the government or people of Iraq, Afghanistan, and Iran in the accused list of
the 9/11 perpetrators.  In 1997, many leading architects of the Project for the New American
Century (PNAC), did include the name of Iraq, Saudi Arabia, Syria, PLO as selected targets to
impose the American liberal democracy and throw out the authoritarian regimes. It was a
strategic stunt to inject the fear into people’s mind. Paul Craig Roberts, co-author of the
Tyranny of Good Intentions, in his recent article (“The High Price of American Gullibility”,
ICH), makes a logical assertion: Bush’s rhetoric “you are with us or against us” is perfectly
planned to influence the common masses. Emotional appeals to fear and to patriotism have
led close to half of the population to accept unaccountable government in the name of “the
war on terrorism.” What a contradiction it is that so many American have been convinced
that  safety  lies  in  their  sacrifice  of  their  civil  liberties  and  accountable  government.”
Obviously,  human intelligence,  emotions  and perceptions,  superficially  turned antagonistic
with compelling impulse of media propaganda strategies to view Arabs and Muslims as the
qualified candidates for extreme militancy.

Truth is one and indivisible. When it comes to terrorism and the Arabs or Muslims, the North
American and European mass media portrayals enforces two distinct order of truth – one for
the  general  public  and  one  reserved  for  the  Muslims.  In  all  human  affairs,  facts  are
considered to reach the conclusion. End cannot be assumed to play with the facts, nor
based on dogmas to explain the facts of human life. Under the guise of the Anti-Terrorist
legislation, America, Britain and Canada have misused the logic of power to arrest, defame
and punish people of Arabian and Islamic origin who had no linkage to the terrorism myth.
The strategy dictates that selected groups should be detained and tortured indefinitely, to
drain out their moral, intellectual and creative energies, making them incapable to survive
socially or professionally credible citizens of the country. Consequently, the public will view
them as crazy and undesirable people to be counted as numbers and digits in economic
terms, but not dignified human beings.

Dr.  Mahboob  A.  Khawaja  specializes  in  global  security,  peace  and  conflict  resolution  with
keen interests  in  Islamic-Western comparative cultures  and civilizations,  and author  of
several  publications  including:  “Muslims  and  the  West:  Quest  for  Change  and  Conflict
Resolution”, University Press of America; How America Lost the War in Iraq and Afghanistan
and  Mujahideen  Won;  To  America  and  Canada  with  Reason,  VDM  Publishers,  2009;
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“President Obama – War is War, Not Peace”, 2009; “Global Peace and Conflict Management-
how wrong thinking and wickedness duped the humanity” “Images- the Militant West”, and
“ President Obama and the Remaking of America.” “Egypt Wins Freedom.” Comments are
welcome at: kmahboob@yahoo.com
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