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“Harrowing footage published by the White Helmets volunteer rescue group showed a street
littered with corpses and body parts, after civilians fleeing eastern Aleppo were reportedly
hit by (regime) artillery fire. Shoes, clothing, suitcases and bags could be seen among
puddles of blood and flesh.” ~ Lizzie Dearden for the Independent

On November 30th 2016, the clashes for the final liberation of East Aleppo, from a five year
Nusra Front-dominated occupation and brutal siege of Syrian civilians, raged across the
battle-scarred landscape of the eastern districts of Aleppo. Throughout this US coalition-
armed and funded extremist campaign to steal Aleppo’s resources & industry and to
gradually occupy the entire second capital city of Syria, the media propaganda campaigns
had run in lock-step and parallel intensity.

Omran Dagneesh now a happy, well-adjusted child still living in East Aleppo with his family. July
2017.(Photo: Vanessa Beeley)

First there was Omran Dagneesh, the dusty, bloodied and bewildered little boy, whose
image went viral within hours and was described by the majority of NATO aligned media &
NGOs (including the UN) as the child “whose bloodied and dusty image gave a face to
the suffering of Aleppo’s civilians in last year’'s siege”. Omran’s story has more recently
been exposed as a cynical publicity campaign for a “Bomb Free Zone”, set up by the UK FO
constructed White Helmets and their child-beheading, Nour al Din Zinki, associates.
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During the ground battles to liberate East Aleppo, the White Helmets produced many of the
varied and imaginative narratives to demonize the Syrian Arab Army as it fought to cleanse
civilian areas of the extremist brigades that had universally converted schools and hospitals
into prisons, Sharia courts, torture chambers, military centres and bomb making factories.

On the 30th November 2016, in Jibb al Qubeh, East Aleppo - the White Helmets appeared in
one of their most theatrically “poignant” and iconic story lines, complete with
“heartrending” testimony from “survivors”. This production was brought to the western
corporate media by none other than French Foreign Office funded Aleppo Media Centre. This
version was shared by Middle East Eye. Watch:

The Corporate Media Scrum

The “copy paste” corporate media sprang into action. Despite the dearth of journalists on
the ground in Aleppo, within hours, the story had gone viral based entirely upon the
testimony and video footage from an Al Qaeda affiliate, the White Helmets. Syrian media,
civilian testimony and reports from officials on the ground in East Aleppo contradicted this
White Helmet narrative but to no avail. The NATO-aligned media simply buried such bones
of contention under the rubble of their crumbling propaganda edifice in their rush to halt the
Syrian Arab Army advance by eliciting outrage from the international community over
another fabricated “massacre by the evil regime forces".

High Commissioner for Human Rights at the UN, Zeid Ra’ad Al Hussein, issued the
following plea to the international community:

“... heed the cries” of the women, men and children being terrorized and
slaughtered in Aleppo and to take urgent steps to ensure that the tens of
thousands of people who have fled, surrendered or been captured are treated
in line with international law.

“The crushing of Aleppo, the immeasurably terrifying toll on its people, the
bloodshed, the wanton slaughter of men, women and children, the destruction
- and we are nowhere near the end of this cruel conflict,”

UN Secretary General, Ban Ki Moon talked once again about how history would judge the
international community if they did not “act”:

“History will not easily absolve us, but this failure compels us to do even more
to offer the people of Aleppo our solidarity at this moment,”

[It must be noted that during my time in Jebrin Registration centre in December 2016, an
estimated 100,000 liberated civilians were pouring in from Eastern Aleppo districts and were
receiving humanitarian aid and assistance from the Syrian Arab Army, the Syrian Arab Red
Crescent, various Syrian civil society organisations and volunteers. The Russian military
were distributing food and water and Russian medical teams had set up treatment tents
that were receiving over 150 civilians per day, suffering from the effects of starvation,
appalling, festering injuries & chronic illnesses that had been left untreated by the
“moderate rebels” during the 5 year Nusra Front-led occupation. The UN organisation was
nowhere to be seen during this crucial time of release and recovery for these traumatized
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people. ]

Channel 4 grabs the ball and runs with it..

“Barrel bombs..dropped by Syrian £
and Russian a."rforﬁes"

Who else should step in to score a home try for the Syrian “opposition” but Channel 4.

Jon Snow (winner of 21st Century Wire's_#FakeNews poll) stepped up to the plate and
performed perhaps one of the landmark Goebbelesque propaganda interviews of the Syrian
conflict, with Fares Shehabi. Shehabi is an independent Aleppo MP and head of the Aleppo
Chamber of Commerce. Unlike many of his colleagues, Shehabi remained in Aleppo
throughout the five-year East Aleppo occupation, by US coalition armed & funded extremist
brigades.

Snows pugnacious questioning of Shehabi revealed absolutely no objectivity nor did it leave
room for doubt. In Snow’s mind “the Syrian army did it” and no amount of logical reasoning,
from Shehabi in Aleppo, was going to derail his propaganda train. Unfortunately for Snow, at
some point that train was destined to hit the brick wall of truth from the mouths of the very
civilians that Snow claimed to be advocating for.
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You are the MP for Aleppo,
your own constituents are dying

"You are the MP for Aleppo,
your own constituents are dying
from your own air force and you
don't do anything about it?"
That was Jon Snow's challenge
to Fares Shehabi, a pro-Assad
MP from the city, after 45
civilians were Killed in the rebel-
held east.

Meme produced by page supporting NATO state intervention in Syria.

In his eagerness to discredit the Syrian government and the Syrian Arab Army, Snow got a
bit confused over his facts. Initially endorsing the “barrel bomb” narrative, he then deftly
switched to “Syrian artillery” fire. Nowhere in his repertoire did he include the analysis that
the neighborhood of Jib Al Qubbeh would be a mountain of rubble, had it been double
whammied by the 7-9-richter-scale-barrel-bombs and Syrian artillery. Why should a little
reality get in the way of producing news-desk-fantasy after all, especially when UK foreign
policy interests are at stake.
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"There were artillery shells
coming in and they were
coming in from the Syrian
Army.."

Fares Shehabi told me after the interview that Channel 4 had edited many of his responses
to better comply with their narrative. To watch Jon Snow’s stellar performance in its entirety
(plus edits), it is linked here.

So the official, NATO-aligned narrative was that the Syrian Arab Army, its allies, the Russian
& Syrian airforces had all combined to obliterate Syrian civilians fleeing East Aleppo for the
humanitarian corridors set up by the Syrian government & their Russian allies to enable
these civilians to escape the fighting and reach the sanctity of the Syrian government
protected West Aleppo. Not a single question was raised among the corporate media elite
about the blatantly irrational logic behind this distorted chronicling of events.

The Inevitable Requests for a No Fly Zone
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So today, we ask for'a.humanitarian corridor
to send humanitarian aid to help civilians,
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Less than a week after this tragedy was aired by western media, Abdulrahman Al Mawwas a
White Helmet representative was given a platform to speak in front of the foreign affairs
committee of the European Parliament in Ireland. Images taken from the White Helmet/AMC
Jibb Al Qubeh production were used to reinforce demands for the creation of humanitarian
corridors and planes to drop aid to civilians affected by war and of course, last but not least,
a No Fly Zone. Mawwas stuck to the familiar script but the disturbing images from Jibb al
Qubeh gave new impetus to his recital.
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The Truth of Jibb Al Qubeh as Revealed by its Residents

In July/August 2017 | returned to the districts of East Aleppo that | had seen during liberation
in December 2016 and again in April/May 2017. In July it was heartening to see that so many
civilians had returned to their homes and were trying to recreate the life they had before the
violent disruption of their peaceful existence, by US coalition-manufactured, armed,
extremist groups.

| went with Aleppo journalist, Khaled Iskef, to the Jib Al Qubbeh neighborhood and | spoke
with civilians. We sat outside their houses and drank coffee whilst around them, life returned
to a semblance of “normal”. The recall of these civilians, many of whom witnessed events
on that day in November 2016, differed wildly from the mass-produced narrative of NATO-
aligned media outlets.

Discussing the November 2016 events in Jibb al Qubeh with residents and Khaled Iskef. July 2017.
(Photo: Vanessa Beeley)

During my time in this district | spoke with Salaheddin Azazi and Ammar Al Bakr (in above
photo) and a number of other named witnesses who testified to the truth of the killing of
civilians who were fleeing East Aleppo to the safety of West Aleppo as the Syrian Arab Army
was advancing on the ground and cleansing East Aleppo of Nusra Front and associated
militant factions.
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The street in Jibb Al Qubbeh where the White Helmets filmed their footage of massacred civilians.
(Photo: Vanessa Beeley)

Initially we toured (on foot) around the actual street that was the scene of the White
Helmet/AMC video. Here we found the usual configuration of Nusra Front headquartes,
Aleppo Council and White Helmet centres all within easy walking distance from each other.
This same layout was found in every district of East Aleppo where these three entities were
operating, also combining with the UK Foreign Office funded, Free Syrian Police in many of
the same districts.

The above video, taken in the area, walks you through the Aleppo Council building and
demonstrates the proximity of Nusra Front and the White Helmet centre at the end of the
street. Graffiti on the garage door opposite the Aleppo Council is Kataeb Abu Amara, a
Turkish funded militant brigade closely associated with Nusra Front that was also operating
in this district of East Aleppo.
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Khateab Abu Amara Graffiti on garage door opposite Aleppo Council, Jibb Al Qubeh, East Aleppo. July
2017. (Photo: Vanessa Beeley)

In this district the Nusra Front headquarters were just behind the Aleppo Council on the
main through-road that runs parallel to Bryyah Al Maslakh street. This was another school
that had been occupied by the terrorist group and converted into a military centre and
Sharia Court, the Ruba school in Jibb Al Qubeh.

Nusra Front headquarters in Jib Al Qubbeh, another converted school. This building was less than 200m
from the Aleppo Council and the White Helmet centre in this area. July 2017. (Photo: Vanessa Beeley)

Nusra Front aka Al Qaeda were the dominant force in Jib Al Qubbeh according to residents. A
number of other, affiliated, extremist brigades were also operating, including Ahrar Souria (a
version of the FSA strongly linked to Nusra Front and who shared their ideology), Ahrar Al
Shaman extremist group responsible for many of the sectarian massacres in Sryia yet still
not designated a terrorist group by the US coalition and lastly the aforementioned Abu
Amarabrigade.

The leader of Ahrar Souria in Jib Al Qubeh was an individual by the name of Mahmoud Afash
who came from Anadan. He was known as the terrorist tank “taxi driver”. He provided tanks
for the terrorist front lines and battles. Talking to civilians a picture was formed of the dense
network of terrorist entities that worked alongside one another including the White Helmets:

“The White Helmets worked ten hour shifts. Ten hours as White Helmets and
then ten hours as Nusra Front fighters” Salaheddin Azazi told us.

The manager of the Jib Al Qubeh (JAQ) Aleppo council was Hassan Nairobani Hassoun, a
pediatrician from the area who was working in Zahzour hospital during the Nusra Front-led
five year occupation. Hassoun worked with Nusra Front, some residents told us of “large
sums of money that he had tucked away in Turkish banks”. Azazi told us that Hassoun was
tasked by Nusra Front to recquisition houses that had a basement for Nusra Front military
use, during the almost 5 year occupation. Basements gave some protection from the aerial
bombing by Syrian and Russian airforces. When Azazi heard of this project he deliberately
broke his own sewage pipes and flooded his basement so Hassoun would reject it as a Nusra
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Syria Charity front page on its website, advertising Syrian children for “sponsorship”

We were also told that Aleppo Council was equipped and maintained by the Syria Charity, a
French government linked organisation that also “took care of the training of the White
Helmets in Jib Al Qubeh”. Pierre Le Corf, an independent, French humanitarian worker based
in Aleppo said this about Syria Charity in his open letter to former President of France,
Francois Hollande:

“Our government also finances associations such as ‘Syria Charity’ that has as
an emblem the three star flag, and that was originally called the “League for a
Free Syria.” This association, even if providing humanitarian aid, has crossed
the thin red line by taking part in an opinion war to justify the overthrowing of
the government by hiding the reality on the field and their proximity with
belligerent groups and by providing constant medical relief to terrorist forces
(their presence is carefully erased from all available videos).

Numerous French and international associations or humanitarian organisations
intervening in « rebel » zones have done more harm than good through the
weaponization of the suffering of the local populations and the public opinion in
the name of an oriented cause, and through wrongfully directed donations.
They are also responsible for taking civilians as hostages of this war, and
enabling the conflict to continue by legitimizing it in a dishonest manner,
enabling the fightings to continue and death to stay a daily preoccupation.”

How Events Unfolded on 30th November 2016
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The street in Jib Al Qubbeh that was the scene of the White Helmet footage in November 2016. July
2017 (Photo: Vanessa Beeley)

Below is the image taken from the White HelImet/AMC footage that was widely shared by
corporate media, in this case, the Daily Mail who ran the unambiguous headline:

Bodies lie scattered in the streets of Aleppo after Syrian forces bombard rebel-held region,
slaughtering at least 45 people

All residents we spoke to including Azazi and Al Bakr were adamant that two terrorist home-
made rockets were fired from the Eye Hospital to the east of the district of Sha'ar. At that
time the Eye Hospital and the Childrens Hospital combined compound was still occupied by
Nusra Front and the Jabhat Al Shamiya brigade. This hospital complex was only liberated by
the Syrian Arab Army on the 4th December, so four days after the tragedy occurred in Jibb
Al Qubeh.
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Map of Aleppo, Syria

Diagram showing (estimated) placement of Syrian Arab Army and Nusra Front in relation to Jib Al Qubeh
on 30/11/2016

On the 30th November, the closest Syrian Arab Army artillery position was in the Castle in
the Old Citadel. They did also have artillery further away, to the north east of Jib Al Qubbeh
in Hanano. The missiles had landed on the west side of the street targeting the Aleppo
Council and adjacent building, the holes in the masonry were still visible. The Citadel was to
the south west of the street and well over 1km away, therefore logic dictates that the
missiles must have been fired from due east, which is where the terrorist occupied Eye
Hospital is located.
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First missile strike hit the wall of the Aleppo Council on the western side of the road. July 2017 (Photo:
Vanessa Beeley)

Second missile/rocket strike hit further along the street towards the White Helmet centre but still on
western side. July 2017 (Photo: Vanessa Beeley)

Both Azazi and Al Bakr told me:

“We have lived through four years of occupation and we are very experienced
when it comes to determining from how far away the mortars or rockets have
been fired. From the sound of launch to the number of seconds before impact
we can tell you almost exactly the distance to the rocket launcher and
direction. These rockets were fired from the Eye Hospital to the east.”

So, through a pretty simple deduction and elimination process, the entire White
Helmet/AMC, corporate media narrative has already started to fall apart at the seams.
Certainly the Syrian air strike or seismic scale barrel bomb narrative does not fit as the
street is largely untouched by aerial bombing, most of the structural damage is clearly from
artillery mortar fire and there are additional signs of close quarter gun fights with bullet
holes in the walls on both sides of the street.
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Remaining buildings in the street, even those inbetween the two mortar strikes are structurally intact.
July 2017 (Photo: Vanessa Beeley)

Everyone interviewed told us, the attack happened at around 7am. Over 2000 civilians had
been trying to escape the terrorist reprisals as the Syrian Arab Army advanced and these
civilians were heading for the crossing points or SAA humanitarian collection points that
would eventually give them safe access to West Aleppo. Azazi told me:

“They came from all areas, Jaloum, Salhiyeh, Midan, Bab al Nairab, Soukhari.
They took this road to Farouj Al Sharqg (one of the SAA collection points) instead
of the main road, past the Nusra Front headquarters, to avoid being attacked
by the terrorists...Nusra Front and Ahrar al Sham”.

Azazi went on to describe the confusion that preceded the terrorist targeting of these
civilians. I have paraphrased his description which | also videoed:

On that day, these 2000 civilians had been told that the safe point of Farouj AlSharqg had
been opened, by the SAA, to the north-east of Jibb Al Qubeh. They had collected their
belongings and left their homes to escape the terrorists who were killing civilians rather
than see them leave for the Syrian government held areas. (See my collection of
testimonies from East Aleppo during liberation, December 2016 - here)

As these civilians approached the end of the street, they saw that the way forward was
blocked by Nusra Front terrorists. The terrorists told them to go back to Boustan Al Qasr, an
area to the south-west of Jibb al Qubeh which was on the frontline between Nusra Front and
the Syrian Arab Army.

“The leader of Nusra Front in this area stopped them, he shot at them to turn
them back. His nickname was Khattab Al Shishani his real name was Khaled
Ktay. He is Syrian and from this area, we knew him” said Azazi

As they turned and fled back towards Boustan Al Qasr, they realised that this road was now
also closed to them by the terrorist forces.
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-SAJm4VRaXA&t=67s

The crowds of civilians were effectively kettled into the narrow street at 7am when the
rockets targeted them. Corporate media reports claimed 45 dead, residents told us 15 were
killed in the attack. Those who managed to escape the rocket fire, were then pushed out of
the street into the surrounding areas.

“Bodies were left in the street for ten hours, until 3 or 4pm” said Al Bakr.

“We watched the White Helmets steal the belongings of the victims” said Azazi and this was
repeated by a man who had come to join the discussion and who had a shop in the street...

Screenshot from video in Jibb Al Qubeh while residents explained events on 30/11/2016. July 2017.
(Video: Vanessa Beeley)

“The White Helmets and Nusra Front would not allow relatives or people from
the area into the street to help the injured or even to collect the bodies” added
Azazi

“At around 4pm the White Helmets finally brought the orange body bags and
started filming” said Al Bakr and Azazi

All three men confirmed that relatives were still prevented entry into the street to collect
the bodies, until after the filming session. It is also very important to note that everyone we
spoke to in East Aleppo, told us that filming or photography was only permissable if Nusra
Front gave the green light. Nusra Front controlled all video footage and still photos in areas
they governed, which was pretty much all of East Aleppo prior to liberation. This means that
any footage being produced by the White Helmets, AMC, SMART, Channel 4 prize winning
camerawoman Waad Al Khateab etc was enabled, almost exclusively by the express
permission of Al Qaeda in East Aleppo. It also means that the footage and imagery that
western corporate media based their narrative upon came with the blessings of Al Qaeda.
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Above is a screenshot from the WhiteHelmet/AMC video. There is one White Helmet in full
uniform on the left “checking” the body. The guy in the centre is unarmed but certainly
looks more like a fighter than a first responder and the guy on the right is still wearing what
could be identified as a militant headdress while sporting a White Helmet jacket. At this
point, according to witness testimony, these bodies had already been picked clean of their
valuables and belongings before these faux humanitarians starred in another of their cameo
roles as rescue workers.

Walking back from the scene of the civilian massacre carried out by Nusra Front and “mopped up” by
the NATO & Gulf state funded White Helmets. July 2017 with Khaled Iskef. (Photo: Vanessa Beeley)

Conclusions

We walked back past the remnants of war and the ghosts of the lives lost on that day in
November 2016, the July heat swirled around us and the sun cast long shadows on the
street beneath our feet. | felt profoundly sad that these civilians, bewildered and terrified,
had been trapped in this corridor of death on a bitterly cold November day in 2016 by the
terrorists and their white-helmeted cohorts, before being mown down by the Nusra Front
missiles. | tried to imagine the panic, the fear and then the severe trauma for relatives who
had to watch their children, their family members, dead or dying for over ten hours, unable
to reach them or to prevent their meagre belongings being stolen from them.
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Meanwhile the western corporate media had not pondered on any aspect of this incident
before launching their “Syria & Russia did it” campaign. A campaign based upon the
evidence of the White Helmets who hours before had left the bodies unattended in the
street while they sifted through their remains and robbed the dead and dying of the few
items of value these families had managed to gather together as they fled to what they
hoped would be refuge from a life of oppression under Nusra Front rule.

Finally those desecrated bodies became propaganda props in another White Helmet movie,
destined to evoke sympathy among the misinformed in the west and to feed the “regime
change” narratives of the NATO-aligned media and NGOs who rely almost exclusively upon
Al Qaeda affiliated testimony to produce their bullish pro-“moderate”, no-fly-zone lobby
reports.

| leave you with another “immortal” quote from the Jon Snow interview.... Syrians are going

home Jon Snow, ‘you know nothing.’

“Syrian civilians are perfectly
clear..they do not wish to live
under Mr Assad..they do not
wish to live under your regime,
they wish to be free.”

Jon Snow, Channel 4 December 2016

/

sBetween Januany/and July 20;]‘?, 602,759
[displaced Syriansireturned ho@eﬂalf of all returns

inf2016 were to Aleppo Governogate” ~ IOM

This article was originally published by 21st Century Wire.

Global Research announces the forthcoming release of the
print edition of Mark Taliano’s Book, “Voices from Syria” which includes two additional
chapters.

Taliano talks and listens to the people of Syria. He reveals the courage and resilience of a
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Nation and its people in their day to day lives, after more than six years of US-NATO
sponsored terrorism and three years of US “peacemaking” airstrikes.

Mark Taliano combines years of research with on-the-ground observations to present an
informed and well-documented analysis that refutes the mainstream media narratives on
Syria.

Special Pre-Publication Offer

Voices
from Syria

Mark Taliano

**Pre-Order Special Offer: Voices from Syria (Ships mid-

September)

ISBN: 978-0-9879389-1-6

Author: Mark Taliano

Year: 2017

Pages: 128 (Expanded edition: 2 new chapters)
Special Price: $9.95

Click to order
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