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The Syrian army and the National Defense Forces (NDF) liberated the villages of Qasr Al-
Hayr and Ba’er Fiddah east of the city of Al-Qaryatayn in the province of Homs on
Wednesday. On Thursday, government forces continued offensive operations, targeting ISIS
units near Al-Bardah. If the army and the NDF seize this town, they will likely further develop
an advance in the direction of the al-Busairi crossroads in order to secure the eastern flank
of Al-Qaryatayn.

Reports appear that the army was able to link up the Deir Ezzor Airbase and the
government-held area north of the Panorama Army Base with a thin supply line after a
series of successful clashes against ISIS units. However, the supply line remains vulnerable
for ISIS attacks. So, if government forces want to stabilize the military situation in the
pocket, they will need to epand a buffer zone around it.

The so-called Syrian Democratic Forces (SDF), in other words the Kurdish People’s Protection
Units (YPG), announced Wednesday the 3rd phase of the Operation Wrath of Euphrates,
aiming to liberate the ISIS self-proclaimed capital of al-Raqqah.

While the general goal of the Operation Wrath of Euphrates is to liberate al-Raqgah from
ISIS terrorists, the aim of the 3rd stage is to further isolate the ISIS-held city.

YPG forces, backed by the US-led coalition, will most likely develop and advance east of al-
Raqqah in order to flank the city from this direction. There are also speculations in pro-
Kurdish sources that the YPG is going to cross the Euphrates and to retake the Tabga Dam
and the town of Tabqga from ISIS, further flanking al-Raggah from the southwestern
direction. However, this looks as more complicated task.

If you're able, and if you like our content and approach, please support the project. Our work
wouldn’t be possible without your help: PayPal: southfront@list.ru or

via: http://southfront.org/donate/ or via: https://www.patreon.com/southfront

The original source of this article is South Front


https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/southfront
https://southfront.org/syrian-war-report-february-2-2017-govt-forces-recapture-areas-west-of-palmyra/
https://www.globalresearch.ca/region/middle-east
https://www.globalresearch.ca/theme/9-11-war-on-terrorism
https://www.globalresearch.ca/indepthreport/syria-nato-s-next-war
http://southfront.org/donate/
https://www.patreon.com/southfront
https://southfront.org/syrian-war-report-february-2-2017-govt-forces-recapture-areas-west-of-palmyra/

Copyright © South Front, South Front, 2017

Comment on Global Research Articles on our Facebook page

Become a Member of Global Research

Articles by: South Front

Disclaimer: The contents of this article are of sole responsibility of the author(s). The Centre for Research on Globalization will
not be responsible for any inaccurate or incorrect statement in this article. The Centre of Research on Globalization grants
permission to cross-post Global Research articles on community internet sites as long the source and copyright are
acknowledged together with a hyperlink to the original Global Research article. For publication of Global Research articles in
print or other forms including commercial internet sites, contact: publications@globalresearch.ca

www.globalresearch.ca contains copyrighted material the use of which has not always been specifically authorized by the
copyright owner. We are making such material available to our readers under the provisions of "fair use" in an effort to advance
a better understanding of political, economic and social issues. The material on this site is distributed without profit to those
who have expressed a prior interest in receiving it for research and educational purposes. If you wish to use copyrighted
material for purposes other than "fair use" you must request permission from the copyright owner.

For media inquiries: publications@globalresearch.ca



https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/southfront
https://southfront.org/syrian-war-report-february-2-2017-govt-forces-recapture-areas-west-of-palmyra/
https://www.facebook.com/GlobalResearchCRG
https://store.globalresearch.ca/member/
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/southfront
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca
https://www.globalresearch.ca
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca

