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Jaish al-Fatah and Fatah Halab militant coalitions’ defenses are collapsing in the Syrian city
of Aleppo under the pressure of pro-government forces.

Late on December 6 and early on December 7, the Syrian army, the National Defense
Forces (NDF) and Liwa al-Quds set control over the areas east and north of the Aleppo
Citadel and seized the almost whole neighborhood of Old Aleppo, including the Umayyad
Mosque.

The advance took place amid a panic in the rebels’ ranks and reports that now the so-called
“moderate” opposition is ready to discuss a deal on withdrawal from the city.

A big group of Fatah Halab (a local coalition of militant groups in Aleppo city) fighters even
surrendered to government forces near the Aleppo Citadel. The army and its allies are
developing the advance against militants.

US Secretary of State John Kerry announced on Tuesday that he expects to meet with
Russian Foreign Minister Lavrov later this week for further talks on a proposal for the rebels’
departure  and  is  “not  aware  of  any  specific  refusal”  to  follow  the  initially  discussed
agreement. Earlier on Tuesday Lavrov said that the US withdrew its initial  proposal on
militants  withdrawal  and wants  to  suggest  new terms and conditions  that  the  Syrian-
Russian-Iranian alliance will have to follow in Aleppo. This US move faced a hardline reaction
in Moscow and the Russian minister announced that all militants refusing to leave Aleppo
will be eliminated. It looks Kerry is busy as a bee in his attempt to save al-Qaeda linked
militant factions in the city. However, he has little chances to achieve this goal.

When Aleppo is liberated, over 25,000 pro-government fighters will be free to participate in
further operations against militants across the country. The most likely direction of the next
major advance of government forces is the province of Idlib. The storm of al-Bab is less
likely because this could lead to a significant escalation with Turkey.

Last week, the US House passed a defense bill that included language authorizing supplies
of  anti-aircraft  missiles  to  rebel  groups  fighting  in  Syria,  The  Washington  Post  reported
Tuesday. On Friday, the bill passed in the House 375 to 34 and could be voted in the Senate
within the week. If the bill succeed, it would be a green light for supplies of MANPADs to so-
called “opposition factions” in Syria. There are no doubts that as result missiles will be
received by Jabhat al-Nusra and other al-Qaeda groups, as a major part of the all previous
weapon delivers to rebels. This will pose a major threat to the aviation in the region.

https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/southfront
https://southfront.org/syrian-war-report-december-7-2016-washington-attempts-to-save-militants-from-total-collapse/
https://www.globalresearch.ca/region/middle-east
https://www.globalresearch.ca/region/usa
https://www.globalresearch.ca/theme/9-11-war-on-terrorism
https://www.globalresearch.ca/theme/us-nato-war-agenda


| 2

If you’re able, and if you like our content and approach, please support the project. Our work
wouldn’t  be  poss ib le  without  your  help:  PayPal :  southfront@l ist . ru  or
via: http://southfront.org/donate/ or via: https://www.patreon.com/southfront

The original source of this article is South Front
Copyright © South Front, South Front, 2016

Comment on Global Research Articles on our Facebook page

Become a Member of Global Research

Articles by: South Front

Disclaimer: The contents of this article are of sole responsibility of the author(s). The Centre for Research on Globalization will
not be responsible for any inaccurate or incorrect statement in this article. The Centre of Research on Globalization grants
permission to cross-post Global Research articles on community internet sites as long the source and copyright are
acknowledged together with a hyperlink to the original Global Research article. For publication of Global Research articles in
print or other forms including commercial internet sites, contact: publications@globalresearch.ca
www.globalresearch.ca contains copyrighted material the use of which has not always been specifically authorized by the
copyright owner. We are making such material available to our readers under the provisions of "fair use" in an effort to advance
a better understanding of political, economic and social issues. The material on this site is distributed without profit to those
who have expressed a prior interest in receiving it for research and educational purposes. If you wish to use copyrighted
material for purposes other than "fair use" you must request permission from the copyright owner.
For media inquiries: publications@globalresearch.ca

https://southfront.org/syrian-war-report-december-7-2016-washington-attempts-to-save-militants-from-total-collapse/
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/southfront
https://southfront.org/syrian-war-report-december-7-2016-washington-attempts-to-save-militants-from-total-collapse/
https://www.facebook.com/GlobalResearchCRG
https://store.globalresearch.ca/member/
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/southfront
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca
https://www.globalresearch.ca
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca

