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The Syrian Army and the National Defense Forces (NDF), backed by the Russian Aerospace
Forces, have resized a power station located south of the ancient city of Palmyra from ISIS
terrorists. Then the army and the NDF further advanced against ISIS units, by retaking the
Palmyra Silos, Jabal al-Amriyah and Sabkhat Muh.

These advances are aimed at building a larger buffer zone around Palmyra, which would
allow securing the area and preventing ISIS counter-attacks against the ancient city.

The mid-term goal of government troops in the area is to secure a number of gas and oil
fields along the Homs-Palmyra highway and around the ancient city. In case of success, this
would allow the government to ease the fuel and energy crisis in the government-held
areas.

Voiceover by Harold Hoover

While the strategic goal of the Syrian military is to reach Deir Ezzor, the Syrian military could
choose to secure the Al-Salamiyah-Palmyra highway. If the Al-Salamiyah-Homs-Palmyra
triangle is secured by the army and its allies, the government will take control of the gas
and oil fields located in the area and secure the southern flank of the military grouping
deployed in Palmyra. This is an important move which will contribute significantly to the
long-awaited advance on Deir Ezzor.

Meanwhile, the Syrian army’s Tiger Forces liberated Humaymah al-Kabira and Humaymah
Saghira in the province of Aleppo, further increasing pressure on ISIS units in Deir Hafer and
the Jirah Airbase.

Hayat Tahrir al-Sham militants launched an attack against the government-held villages of
Fuah and Kafraya in the province of Idlib.

Hayat Tahrir al-Sham seized the Umm A’anoun hill in an attempt to cut off the road between
two villages. The intensification of Hayat Tahrir al-Sham’s operations against government
forces in the area indicate that Hayat Tahrir al-Sham and Ahrar al-Sham have resolved a
major part of their differences and would make an attempt to unite in battle against the
Syrian government despite statements about an adherence to the ceasefire.
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