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By May 8, the Syrian Arab Army (SAA) and its allies had repelled a series of counter-attacks
by  Hayat  Tahrir  al-Sham-led  forces  keeping  control  of  all  the  positions  captured  in
northwestern  Hama.  Especially  intense  clashes  took  place  near  Tell  Ottman  where,
according to pro-government sources, the SAA eliminated at least 5 militants.

Despite this, the SAA has not been able to develop on its success and push further into the
militant-held area. An initial attempt to advance in the direction of Kafr Nabuda was repelled
by Hayat Tahrir al-Sham and its radical counterparts.

In the morning of May 8, the SAA advanced on Kafr Nabuda and entered the village. Clashes
are ongoing.

The Damascus government employed only a limited force in this area. This means that the
SAA is likely focussing on limited operations to neutralize the militant threat in particular
parts of the de-militarized zone rather than undertaking a major advance on Idlib.

If the SAA adopts this kind of strategy, it will likely attempt to pull apart the militants’ strike
force in Hama and Idlib through a series of tactical advances and to make gains in areas
where their defense is weakened.

Meanwhile  in  northeastern  Syria,  the  US-backed Syrian  Democratic  Forces  (SDF)  have
continued their steady operations against existing ISIS cells on the eastern bank of the
Euphrates River. The SDF is also working to strengthen its positions on the contact line with
the government-controlled area. After the collapse of Trump’s determination to withdraw US
forces from the country, the US-backed group once again believes in its ability to establish a
pseudo-state under Washington’s protection in this part of Syria.

US-Iranian tensions are growing amid speculations by mainstream media outlets that Iran is
preparing to strike US troops deployed in the Middle East. Security Adviser John Bolton also
announced that the US is deploying a carrier strike group and a strategic bomber task force
to “deter” Iran.

Iranian Foreign Minister Mohammad Javad Zarif denounced this behavior saying that “If US
and clients don’t feel safe, it’s because they’re despised by the people of the region” and
“blaming Iran” will not help with this.

*

https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/southfront
https://southfront.org/syrian-war-report-may-8-2019-syrian-army-liberates-another-town-in-northwestern-hama/
https://www.globalresearch.ca/region/middle-east
https://www.globalresearch.ca/theme/intelligence
https://www.globalresearch.ca/theme/us-nato-war-agenda
https://www.globalresearch.ca/indepthreport/syria-nato-s-next-war


| 2

Note to readers: please click the share buttons below. Forward this article to your email lists.
Crosspost on your blog site, internet forums. etc.

If you’re able, and if you like our content and approach, please support the project. Our work
wouldn’t be possible without your help: PayPal: southfront@list.ru or
via: http://southfront.org/donate/ or via: https://www.patreon.com/southfront

The original source of this article is South Front
Copyright © South Front, South Front, 2019

Comment on Global Research Articles on our Facebook page

Become a Member of Global Research

Articles by: South Front

Disclaimer: The contents of this article are of sole responsibility of the author(s). The Centre for Research on Globalization will
not be responsible for any inaccurate or incorrect statement in this article. The Centre of Research on Globalization grants
permission to cross-post Global Research articles on community internet sites as long the source and copyright are
acknowledged together with a hyperlink to the original Global Research article. For publication of Global Research articles in
print or other forms including commercial internet sites, contact: publications@globalresearch.ca
www.globalresearch.ca contains copyrighted material the use of which has not always been specifically authorized by the
copyright owner. We are making such material available to our readers under the provisions of "fair use" in an effort to advance
a better understanding of political, economic and social issues. The material on this site is distributed without profit to those
who have expressed a prior interest in receiving it for research and educational purposes. If you wish to use copyrighted
material for purposes other than "fair use" you must request permission from the copyright owner.
For media inquiries: publications@globalresearch.ca

http://southfront.org/donate/
https://www.patreon.com/southfront
https://southfront.org/syrian-war-report-may-8-2019-syrian-army-liberates-another-town-in-northwestern-hama/
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/southfront
https://southfront.org/syrian-war-report-may-8-2019-syrian-army-liberates-another-town-in-northwestern-hama/
https://www.facebook.com/GlobalResearchCRG
https://store.globalresearch.ca/member/
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/southfront
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca
https://www.globalresearch.ca
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca

