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Syria – U.S.-Russian Deal Fails (Again) over
Continued US Support for Al Qaeda
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Region: Middle East & North Africa
Theme: Terrorism, US NATO War Agenda

In-depth Report: SYRIA

Since  the  February  ceasefire  in  Syria,  which  was  broken  by  U.S.  supported  Jihadis,  Russia
tried to press the U.S. into fulfilling the UN Security Council resolution 2254. The resolution
signs off on the ceasefire but  demands that  all  nations continue to  fight  the Islamic  State
and al-Qaeda.

But the U.S. continued to support al-Qaeda and its various front group in Syria like Ahrar al-
Sham and Jund al-Aqsa. “Moderate rebels” were armed with modern weapons by the U.S.
and trained in camps in Turkey and Jordan. They were sent to Syria to integrated with al-
Qaeda and made it  impossible  to  fight  one group without  hitting the other.  The U.S.  used
this ploy to protect al-Qaeda from Russian and Syrian attacks. Such attacks, it claimed,
would break the ceasefire as they would also hit its “moderate rebels”.

To gain some negotiating advantage Russia and its Syrian allies closed all access to east-
Aleppo which is held by Jihadis. The U.S. sponsored rebels and al-Qaeda responded with an
attack in south Aleppo which then broke the new established siege.

But that move was a hail-Mary pass. “Rebels” from all fronts were pulled together to support
the attack. MANPADs were delivered to deny Russia the use of attack helicopters. With the
help of an al-Qaeda mass suicide attack the “rebels” took the artillery college and adjacent
areas in south Aleppo and managed to open a corridor into east-Aleppo. This was a serious
set back for the Russian plans.

The response was constant bombing of the hinterlands of the “rebel” held parts of Aleppo
and Idleb governate which made any supply of their front difficult. The Russian and Syrian
air forces destroyed the “rebel’s” infrastructure, supply sites and their command and control
elements. This took some time to show the inevitable effect. But today the Syrian army and
its allies reconquered the artillery college and the Jihadi path into east-Aleppo is again
closed.
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It is likely that the now failed plan of lifting the siege on east-Aleppo was so costly, with over
a 1,000 rebels dead, that a repeat of any such attack is no longer possible.

But the Russian pressure to commonly fight al-Qaeda has still not resulted in an agreement.
Late in June some hawks in the U.S. administration leaked “conditions” under which the U.S.
would agree to Russia’s demands. Those conditions were ridiculous. The Syrian government
would  have  to  ground  its  airforce  and  would  have  to  stop  fighting  its  immediate  enemies
while Russia would only be allowed to targets the U.S. agreed to. The negotiations had only
onepurpose:

The plan,  if  it  was correctly  “leaked” to  the WaPo author,  is  nothing but
additional delaying and obfuscation. The U.S. has no interest in ending the
fighting  in  Syria.  It  wants  to  keep  the  conflict  going  as  long  as  possible  to
“bleed”  Syrian,  Iran  and  Russia  as  much  as  it  can.

But  Russia  insisted.  Recently  it  seemed  that  the  U.S.  would  finally  agree  to  separate  its
“moderate rebel” Jihadis from al-Qaeda but it continued to demand that Ahrar al-Sham and
Jund al-Aqsa should also be excepted from attacks. This as even U.S. experts acknowledge
that these are mere front groups for al-Qaeda itself:

The United States risks losing the war against extremism in Syria if it continues
to allow Ahrar al-Sham and Jabhat Fateh al-Sham to be seen by the Syrian
people as the victors in Aleppo. Ahrar al-Sham is as much a part of al Qaeda’s
long game in Syria as Jabhat Fateh al-Sham. It shares the same goal to shape
Syria’s  population in  a  way that  facilitates global  jihad,  and its  pragmatic
approach advances al Qaeda’s aim to build a durable safe haven in the Levant.

Today the Russian-U.S. negotiations failed again. The U.S. accused Russia, without any
specifics,  of  backtracking  on  already  agreed  parts  of  the  deal  while  Russia  says  the  U.S.
insists on continued protection of al-Qaeda elements.
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The Obama administration does not want a deal at all. It wants to kick the can down the
road for the next administration to pick up while all parties in Syria continue to bleed.

It also has no interest at all to subdue or eliminate radical Jihadis. It continues to support
and supply these.  A London Times reporter recently found that one rebel commander,
Hakim Anza, who shot the reporter point blank while he was handcuffed and imprisoned by
rebels in Syria, is now the leader of a “vetted” and CIA supported “moderate rebel” group:

Two of his brothers joined the al-Qaeda affiliate the Nusra Front. One of them
spoke on record about his loyalty to al-Qaeda to The Times. Meanwhile The
New York Times ran a story about a war crime committed by Hakim Anza in
2012.
…
Last month, however, video surfaced of Hakim Anza proving that he was not
only  free,  but  was  also  serving  in  a  CIA-vetted  Syrian  rebel  group,  First
Regiment (al-Fawj al-Awwal), which was receiving US weaponry, including Tow
missiles, as well as air strikes in support of their operations.

Hakim Anza is one of the “moderate rebels” the U.S. wants to protect from Syrian and
Russian attacks. There is no reason to assume that any other “rebel” the U.S. supports in
Syria is a less dangerous man. These brutes are the people the Obama administration wants
to empower to rule that country.

One hopes that Russia has sufficient plans to eliminate them even while the U.S. continues
to block any cooperation.
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