
| 1

Syria: Killing Innocent Civilians as part of a US
Covert Op. Mobilizing Public Support for a R2P War
against Syria

By Prof Michel Chossudovsky
Global Research, November 20, 2015
Global Research 30 May 2012

Region: Middle East & North Africa
Theme: Intelligence, US NATO War Agenda

In-depth Report: SYRIA

[originally posted on Global Research on May 30, 2012]

US military doctrine envisages the central role of  “massive casualty producing events” in
which innocent civilians are killed.

The killings are deliberately carried out as part of a covert operation. The enemy is blamed
for the resulting atrocities.

The objective is to justify a military agenda on humanitarian grounds. The doctrine dates
back to 1962: Operation Northwoods.

Under a secret 1962 Pentagon Plan entitled Operation Northwoods, civilians in the Cuban
community in Miami were to be killed as part of a covert operation. The objective was to
trigger a “helpful wave of indignation in US newspapers”. The killings and “acts of terrorism”
were then to be blamed on the Cuban government of Fidel Castro.

The objective of this sinister plan –which Secretary of Defense Robert McNamara and 
President J. F. Kennedy– refused to carry out, was to drum up public support for a  war
against Cuba:

“In the early 1960s, America’s top military leaders reportedly drafted plans to
kill innocent people and commit acts of terrorism in U.S. cities to create public
support for a war against Cuba.

Code named Operation Northwoods, the plans reportedly included the possible
assassination of Cuban émigrés, sinking boats of Cuban refugees on the high
seas, hijacking planes, blowing up a U.S. ship, and even orchestrating violent
terrorism in U.S. cities.

The  plans  were  developed as  ways  to  trick  the  American  public  and  the
international community into supporting a war to oust Cuba’s then new leader,
communist Fidel Castro.

America’s  top  military  brass  even  contemplated  causing  U.S.  military
casualties, writing: “We could blow up a U.S. ship in Guantanamo Bay and
blame Cuba,” and, “casualty lists in U.S. newspapers would cause a helpful
wave of national indignation.”

…. The documents show “the Joint Chiefs of Staff drew up and approved plans
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for what may be the most corrupt plan ever created by the U.S. government,”
writes  Bamford.  (U.S.  Military  Wanted  to  Provoke  War  With  Cuba  –  ABC
News  emphasis  added.  This  Secret  Pentagon  document  was  declassified  and
can  be  readily  consulted  (See  Operation  Northwoods,  See  also  National
Security Archive, 30 April 2001)

The  Northwoods  1962  document  was  titled  “Justification  for  U.S.  Military  Intervention  in
Cuba”.  ”The Top Secret memorandum describes U.S. plans to covertly engineer various
pretexts that would justify a U.S. invasion of Cuba. These proposals – part of a secret anti-
Castro program known as Operation Mongoose – included staging the assassinations of
Cubans living in the United States, developing a fake “Communist Cuban terror campaign in
the Miami area, in other Florida cities and even in Washington,” including “sink[ing] a
boatload of Cuban refugees (real or simulated),” faking a Cuban airforce attack on a civilian
jetliner, and concocting a “Remember the Maine” incident by blowing up a U.S. ship in
Cuban waters and then blaming the incident on Cuban sabotage.”
(http://www.gwu.edu/~nsarchiv/news/20010430/doc1.pdf, emphasis added)

Flash Forward, Cuba 1962, Syria 2012… 

While the implementation of Operation Northwoods was shelved, its fundamental premise of
using civilian deaths (described by the Pentagon as a “massive casuality producing event”)
as  a  pretext  for  intervention  (on  humanitarian  grounds)  has  been  applied  on  several
occasions in the post 9/11 era.

The fundamental question: Were the May 2012  killings of civilians in the city of  Houla part
of a carefully planned covert operation, with the intent to drum up public support for a war
on Syria.

The deaths are blamed on the Al Assad government, with “casualty lists in U.S. newspapers
causing a helpful wave of indignation.”.  Meanwhile, several European countries, Canada
and Australia have cut off diplomatic relations with Syria.  This decision  to isolate Syria was
carried similtaneously by several governments. It  was taken prior to the conduct of an
investigation.

A military intervention by NATO –which is already on the drawing board– is now being
contemplated,  following  the  statement  of  France’s  newly  elected  president  Francois
Hollande.

An outright war on Syria could potentially evolve towards a broader regional war extending
from the Eastern Mediterranean to Central Asia. It is, therefore, crucial that World public
opinion take cognizance of the media lies and war propaganda pertaining to the Houla
massacre, not to mention the insidious role of the US-NATO sponsored death squads.

Was  the  Houla  massacre  part  of  a  sinister  covert  operation  bearing  the  fingerprints  of
Operation  Northwoods?

There is absolutely no evidence that the Syrian government was behind these killings.

There  are  indications  as  well  as  documentary  evidence  that,  from the  outset  of  the
insurgency in the border city of Daraa in mid-March 2011, terrorists supported by foreign
powers have been involved in the killings of innocent civilians. Israeli intelligence sources
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(August 2011) confirm an organized process of recruitment of terrorist fighters by NATO:

NATO headquarters in Brussels and the Turkish high command are meanwhile
drawing up plans for their first military step in Syria, which is to arm the rebels
with weapons for combating the tanks and helicopters …

Also discussed in Brussels and Ankara, our sources report, is a campaign to
enlist thousands of Muslim volunteers in Middle East countries and the Muslim
world to fight alongside the Syrian rebels. The Turkish army would house these
volunteers, train them and secure their passage into Syria.  (DEBKAfile, NATO
to give rebels anti-tank weapons, August 14, 2011,  emphasis added)

COVER PAGE OF THE NORTHWOODS DOCUMENT AND PAGE 7

read the entire original document online:
http://archive.org/stream/OperationNorthwoods/operation_northwoods#page/n0/mode/2up

or download pdf:
http://www.gwu.edu/~nsarchiv/news/20010430/doc1.pdf
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ANNEX Excerpts from Operation Northwoods

(click link to read the original declassified document).

(page 7-8 of actual Joint Chiefs report)

A  series  of  well  coordinated  incidents  will  be  planned  to  take  place  in  and  around
Guantanamo to give genuine appearance of being done by hostile Cuban forces.
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A. Incidents to establish a credible attack:

(1) Start rumors (many). Use clandestine radio.

(2) Land friendly Cubans in uniform “over-the-fence” to stage attack on base.

(3) Capture Cuban (friendly) saboteurs inside the base.

(4) Start riots near the base main gate (friendly Cubans).

(5) Blow up ammunition inside the base: start fires.

(6) Burn aircraft on air base (sabotage).

(7) Lob mortar shells from outside of base into base.

(8) Capture assault teams approaching from the sea or vicinity of Guantanamo City.

(9) Capture militia group which storms base.

(10) Sabotage ship in harbor; large fires – naphthalene.

(11) Sink ship near harbor entrance. Conduct funerals for mock-victims.

A “Remember the Maine” incident could be arranged: We could blow up a US ship in
Guantanamo Bay and blame Cuba. Casualty lists in US newspapers would cause a helpful
wave of national indignation.

We could develop a Communist Cuban terror campaign in the Miami area, in other Florida
cities and even in Washington.

(page 10 of actual Joint Chiefs report)

Hijacking attempts against civil air and surface craft should appear to continue as harassing
measures condoned by the government of Cuba.

It is possible to create an incident which will demonstrate convincingly that a Cuban aircraft
has attacked and shot down a chartered civil airliner enroute from the United States. The
destination  would  be  chosen  only  to  cause  the  flight  plan  to  cross  Cuba.  The  passengers
could be a group of college students off on a holiday.

An aircraft at Eglin AFB would be painted and numbered as an exact duplicate for a civil
registered aircraft belonging to a CIA proprietary organization in the Miami area. At the
designated time the duplicate would be substituted for the actual civil aircraft and would be
loaded with selected passengers, all boarded under carefully prepared aliases. The actual
aircraft would be converted to a drone.

The drone aircraft and the actual aircraft will be scheduled to allow a rendezvous south of
Florida. From the rendezvous point the passenger-carrying aircraft will descend to minimum
altitude  and  go  directly  into  an  auxiliary  field  at  Eglin  AFB  where  arrangements  will  have
been made to evacuate the passengers and return the aircraft to its original status. The
drone aircraft meanwhile will continue to fly the filed flight plan. When over Cuba the drone
will be transmitting on the international distress frequency a “MAY DAY” message stating he
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is under attack by Cuban MIG aircraft. The transmission will be interrupted by destruction of
the aircraft which will be triggered by radio signal.

The original source of this article is Global Research
Copyright © Prof Michel Chossudovsky, Global Research, 2015

Comment on Global Research Articles on our Facebook page

Become a Member of Global Research

Articles by: Prof Michel
Chossudovsky About the author:

Michel Chossudovsky is an award-winning author,
Professor of Economics (emeritus) at the University of
Ottawa, Founder and Director of the Centre for
Research on Globalization (CRG), Montreal, Editor of
Global Research. He has taught as visiting professor in
Western Europe, Southeast Asia, the Pacific and Latin
America. He has served as economic adviser to
governments of developing countries and has acted as
a consultant for several international organizations. He
is the author of 13 books. He is a contributor to the
Encyclopaedia Britannica. His writings have been
published in more than twenty languages. In 2014, he
was awarded the Gold Medal for Merit of the Republic
of Serbia for his writings on NATO's war of aggression
against Yugoslavia. He can be reached at
crgeditor@yahoo.com

Disclaimer: The contents of this article are of sole responsibility of the author(s). The Centre for Research on Globalization will
not be responsible for any inaccurate or incorrect statement in this article. The Centre of Research on Globalization grants
permission to cross-post Global Research articles on community internet sites as long the source and copyright are
acknowledged together with a hyperlink to the original Global Research article. For publication of Global Research articles in
print or other forms including commercial internet sites, contact: publications@globalresearch.ca
www.globalresearch.ca contains copyrighted material the use of which has not always been specifically authorized by the
copyright owner. We are making such material available to our readers under the provisions of "fair use" in an effort to advance
a better understanding of political, economic and social issues. The material on this site is distributed without profit to those
who have expressed a prior interest in receiving it for research and educational purposes. If you wish to use copyrighted
material for purposes other than "fair use" you must request permission from the copyright owner.
For media inquiries: publications@globalresearch.ca

https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/michel-chossudovsky
https://www.facebook.com/GlobalResearchCRG
https://store.globalresearch.ca/member/
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/michel-chossudovsky
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/michel-chossudovsky
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca
https://www.globalresearch.ca
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca

