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Suspicious Killing of North Korean Leader’s Half
Brother

By Stephen Lendman
Global Research, February 25, 2017

Region: Asia
In-depth Report: NORTH KOREA

Kim Jong-nam was North Korean leader Kim Jong-un’s paternal half brother.

On February 13, he was killed in Malaysia at Kuala Lumpur’s airport, the bizarre incident
captured on security camera videotape for the whole world to see – an obvious red flag.

Malaysian authorities said he died from VX poisoning, a banned lethal nerve agent. At one
time, he was considered heir apparent to his father, Kim Jong-il, later exiled in 2003 after
falling out of favor with ruling authorities.

South Korea’s ruling party spokesperson called his killing a “naked example of Kim Jong-un’s
reign of terror.”

Media scoundrels blamed Pyongyang for his death. He’d been out of the country for around
14 years, posed no apparent threat to his half-brother or the government.

No information suggested he planned returning to challenge Kim Jong-un’s leadership. So
why was he killed?

Why an eruption of media reports about an obscure figure, away from the center of power in
Pyongyang for years? Why now? Why publicly to be seen worldwide on videotape?

Who had motive  and opportunity  to  kill  him? If  North  Korean authorities  wanted  him
eliminated, why did they wait  so long? Why a public execution, making it  easy for its
detractors to automatically lay blame where it likely doesn’t belong.

Here’s what we know. North Korean senior representatives were preparing to come to New
York  to  meet  with  former  US  officials,  a  chance  for  both  sides  to  discuss  differences
diplomatically,  hopefully  leading  to  direct  talks  with  Trump  officials.

The State Department hadn’t yet approved visas, a positive development if arranged.

Reports indicate North Korea very much wanted the meeting to take place. Makes sense. It
would indicate a modest thaw in hostile relations, a good thing if anything came of it.

So why would Pyongyang want  to  kill  Kim Jong-nam at  this  potentially  sensitive time,
knowing it would be blamed for the incident, talks likely cancelled?

Sure  enough,  they’re  off,  Pyongyang  accused  of  killing  Kim,  even  though  it  seems
implausible they planned and carried out the incident, using agents in Malaysia to act as
proxies.
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Reports indicate North Korea planned sending its Foreign Ministry director of US affairs Choe
Son Hui to lead a delegation. On the US side, former Carter official/National Committee on
American Foreign Policy senior vice president Donald Zagoria and former Clinton 1994 chief
denunclearization deal negotiator Robert Gallucci were involved.

Pyongyang denied involvement in Kim Jong-nam’s death. It makes sense. Why sabotage
talks it wanted held?

The Trump administration cancelled them anyway – an opportunity lost, likely undermined
far from Pyongyang, maybe in Seoul with CIA help.

Stephen Lendman lives in Chicago. He can be reached at lendmanstephen@sbcglobal.net. 

His new book as editor and contributor is titled “Flashpoint in Ukraine: How the US Drive for
Hegemony Risks WW III.”

http://www.claritypress.com/LendmanIII.html

Visit his blog site at sjlendman.blogspot.com. 

Listen to cutting-edge discussions with distinguished guests on the Progressive Radio News
Hour on the Progressive Radio Network.

The original source of this article is Global Research
Copyright © Stephen Lendman, Global Research, 2017

Comment on Global Research Articles on our Facebook page

Become a Member of Global Research

Articles by: Stephen Lendman
About the author:

Stephen Lendman lives in Chicago. He can be reached
at lendmanstephen@sbcglobal.net. His new book as
editor and contributor is titled "Flashpoint in Ukraine:
US Drive for Hegemony Risks WW III."
http://www.claritypress.com/LendmanIII.html Visit his
blog site at sjlendman.blogspot.com. Listen to cutting-
edge discussions with distinguished guests on the
Progressive Radio News Hour on the Progressive Radio
Network. It airs three times weekly: live on Sundays at
1PM Central time plus two prerecorded archived
programs.

Disclaimer: The contents of this article are of sole responsibility of the author(s). The Centre for Research on Globalization will
not be responsible for any inaccurate or incorrect statement in this article. The Centre of Research on Globalization grants

https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/stephen-lendman
https://www.facebook.com/GlobalResearchCRG
https://store.globalresearch.ca/member/
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/stephen-lendman


| 3

permission to cross-post Global Research articles on community internet sites as long the source and copyright are
acknowledged together with a hyperlink to the original Global Research article. For publication of Global Research articles in
print or other forms including commercial internet sites, contact: publications@globalresearch.ca
www.globalresearch.ca contains copyrighted material the use of which has not always been specifically authorized by the
copyright owner. We are making such material available to our readers under the provisions of "fair use" in an effort to advance
a better understanding of political, economic and social issues. The material on this site is distributed without profit to those
who have expressed a prior interest in receiving it for research and educational purposes. If you wish to use copyrighted
material for purposes other than "fair use" you must request permission from the copyright owner.
For media inquiries: publications@globalresearch.ca

mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca
https://www.globalresearch.ca
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca

