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I previously wrote about Hillary Clinton’s call on European countries to pass censorship laws
to force social media companies like Twitter to regulate speech even after Elon Musk’s

pledge to restore free speech to Twitter. Now the Parliament has called on Musk to testify
and to explain his alarming pledge to restore free speech.

The Biden Administration’s Disinformation Governance Board head, Nina Jankowisz,
previously called upon Great Britain to impose state censorship rules. That call has grown
since Musk’s purchase. Until now, a unified front of corporate censors was able to maintain
an extensive system of censorship with the encouragement of politicians and pundits,
including Joe Biden and Democratic members.

The head of the Digital, Culture, Media and Sport Committee in the House of Commons,
Conservative MP Julian Knight has assured her countrymen that they can stay calm and
censor on. She issued a letter for Musk to appear before the committee to answer for his
terrifying suggestion of free speech:

“At a time when social media companies face the prospect of tighter regulations around


https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/jonathan-turley
https://jonathanturley.org/2022/05/05/stay-calm-and-censor-on-musk-summoned-to-parliament-to-answer-for-his-pledge-to-restore-free-speech/
https://www.globalresearch.ca/region/europe
https://www.globalresearch.ca/theme/media-disinformation
https://www.globalresearch.ca/theme/police-state-civil-rights
https://www.globalresearch.ca/theme/police-state-civil-rights
https://lp.constantcontactpages.com/su/IJiNQuW?EMAIL=&go.x=0&go.y=0&go=GO
https://www.instagram.com/globalresearch_crg/
https://twitter.com/CrGlobalization
https://www.facebook.com/Global-Research-109788198342383
https://jonathanturley.org/2022/04/28/the-first-amendment-option-an-easy-way-for-musk-to-restore-free-speech-on-twitter/
https://jonathanturley.org/2022/05/02/bidens-disinformation-nanny-why-nina-jankowicz-is-practically-perfect-in-every-way/
https://jonathanturley.org/2022/05/02/bidens-disinformation-nanny-why-nina-jankowicz-is-practically-perfect-in-every-way/
https://jonathanturley.org/2022/05/02/bidens-disinformation-nanny-why-nina-jankowicz-is-practically-perfect-in-every-way/
https://jonathanturley.org/2021/07/17/the-lethality-of-free-speech-biden-denounces-big-tech-as-killing-people-by-not-censoring-speech/
https://jonathanturley.org/2021/08/20/the-new-censors-polls-shows-almost-half-of-americans-favor-the-government-censoring-misinformation/
https://committees.parliament.uk/committee/378/digital-culture-media-and-sport-committee/news/166198/elon-musk-invited-to-give-evidence-to-dcms-committee/

the world, we're keen to learn more about how Mr Musk will balance his clear
commitment to free speech with new obligations to protect Twitter’s users from online
harms.”

We've invited @ElonMusk to discuss the future of @Twitter in Parliament.

Chair @JulianKnight15: "Appearing before the Committee will give Mr Musk an
ideal opportunity to set out his proposals in more depth and we would look
forward to welcoming him.”

[: https://t.co/HpYduMACZY pic.twitter.com/UTU2wuljnV

— Digital, Culture, Media and Sport Committee (@CommonsDCMS) May 4,
2022

Like the EU’s censorship plans under the Digital Services Act, the proposed Online Safety
Bill would introduce state censorship through the purview of Ofcom (The Office of
Communications), the broadcasting regulator in Britain. It would allow the company to fine
firms up to ten percentof their global revenue should they violate ill-defined “harm”
standards.

If passed, Clinton and others hope that the Europeans can replace corporate censorship with
good old-fashioned state censorship. This includes confiscatory fines for anything
deemed “grossly offensive.” The bill would allow countries like Great Britain to impose
censorship on the rest of the world.

The decline of free speech in the United Kingdom has long been a concern for free speech
advocates (here and here and here and here and here and here and here and here). Once
you start as a government to criminalize speech, you end up on a slippery slope of
censorship. What constitutes hate speech or “malicious communications” remains a highly
subjective matter and we have seen a steady expansion of prohibited terms and words and
gestures. Even having “toxic ideologies” is now a crime.

Great Britain would now make censorship one of its greatest exports. To do so, they first
have to stomp out advocates for free speech like Musk by threatening to bankrupt his
company if it tries to restore free speech to the Internet.

*

Note to readers: Please click the share buttons above or below. Follow us on Instagram,
Twitter and Facebook. Feel free to repost and share widely Global Research articles.

Featured image is from the author

The original source of this article is Jonathan Turley
Copyright © Jonathan Turley, Jonathan Turley, 2022

Comment on Global Research Articles on our Facebook page



https://twitter.com/elonmusk?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw
https://twitter.com/Twitter?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw
https://twitter.com/julianknight15?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw
https://t.co/HpYduMAcZY
https://t.co/UTU2wu1jnV
https://twitter.com/CommonsDCMS/status/1521798004495237120?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw
https://twitter.com/CommonsDCMS/status/1521798004495237120?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw
https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/58-02/0285/210285.pdf
https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/58-02/0285/210285.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/world-first-online-safety-laws-introduced-in-parliament
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1988/27/section/1
https://jonathanturley.org/2022/04/03/british-man-convicted-after-sending-drunk-tweet-about-dead-soldiers/
http://jonathanturley.org/2012/11/19/england-cracks-down-on-unacceptable-internet-speech/
http://jonathanturley.org/2012/10/17/barring-bucksom-beauties-leading-distributor-in-england-bars-sale-of-hunting-and-shooting-magazines-to-children/
http://jonathanturley.org/2012/10/16/is-free-speech-thew-in-england-manchester-jailed-for-tee-shirt-with-anti-police-writings/
http://jonathanturley.org/2010/11/26/england-arrests-14-year-old-girl-for-allegedly-burning-koran/
https://jonathanturley.org/2020/06/21/scottish-man-convicted-of-calling-ex-girlfriends-boyfriend-a-leprechaun/
http://jonathanturley.org/2009/03/10/thou-shalt-not-blaspheme-scientology-england-criminalizes-criticism-of-the-church-of-scientology/#more-8861
http://jonathanturley.org/2011/04/27/something-serious-wrong-in-wight-singer-arrested-for-singing-kung-fu-fighting/
https://jonathanturley.org/2021/06/04/malicious-communications-scottish-feminist-arrested-for-malicious-communication-in-tweets-opposing-gender-self-identification/
https://jonathanturley.org/2021/05/26/toxic-ideology-english-neo-nazi-given-four-years-for-his-extremist-views/
https://jonathanturley.org/2022/05/05/stay-calm-and-censor-on-musk-summoned-to-parliament-to-answer-for-his-pledge-to-restore-free-speech/
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/jonathan-turley
https://jonathanturley.org/2022/05/05/stay-calm-and-censor-on-musk-summoned-to-parliament-to-answer-for-his-pledge-to-restore-free-speech/
https://www.facebook.com/GlobalResearchCRG

Become a Member of Global Research

Articles by: Jonathan Turley

Disclaimer: The contents of this article are of sole responsibility of the author(s). The Centre for Research on Globalization will
not be responsible for any inaccurate or incorrect statement in this article. The Centre of Research on Globalization grants
permission to cross-post Global Research articles on community internet sites as long the source and copyright are
acknowledged together with a hyperlink to the original Global Research article. For publication of Global Research articles in
print or other forms including commercial internet sites, contact: publications@globalresearch.ca

www.globalresearch.ca contains copyrighted material the use of which has not always been specifically authorized by the
copyright owner. We are making such material available to our readers under the provisions of "fair use" in an effort to advance
a better understanding of political, economic and social issues. The material on this site is distributed without profit to those
who have expressed a prior interest in receiving it for research and educational purposes. If you wish to use copyrighted
material for purposes other than "fair use" you must request permission from the copyright owner.

For media inquiries: publications@globalresearch.ca



https://store.globalresearch.ca/member/
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/jonathan-turley
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca
https://www.globalresearch.ca
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca

