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South Africa illegal kidney deals tied to Israel
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The  biggest  health  care  provider  in  South  Africa  has  been  involved  in  illegal  kidney
transplant operations.
Netcare, the biggest health care provider in South Africa, has pleaded guilty to charges of
performing  illegal  kidney  transplant  operations  using  Israeli-linked  organ  trafficking
syndicate.

In return for charges being dropped against Netcare’s Chief Executive Richard Friedland, the
firm acknowledged in a plea bargain that, “payments must have been made to the donors
for their kidneys, and that certain of the kidney donors were minors at the time that their
kidneys were removed.” 

The suit follows a seven-year investigation into the illegal operations at St. Augustine’s
Hospital in Durban in association with an Israeli-linked organ trafficking syndicate. 

According to reports, while organs had originally been sourced from Israeli citizens, they
were later obtained from poor Romanians and Brazilians at a lower cost. 

According to prosecutors, the Israelis were paid about USD 20,000 for their kidneys, while
the Brazilians and Romanians were paid an average of USD 6,000. 

Other related reports surfaced regarding 25,000 Ukrainian children who had been brought
to Israel over the past two years to be used by Israeli medical centers for their “spare
parts.” 

Additionally, the Israeli military was accused of stealing the organs of Palestinian prisoners. 

The illegal operations in South Africa included the removal of organs from five children. 

The healthcare firm was also forced to admit that, “certain employees participated in these
illegalities,  and [the hospital]  wrongly benefited from the proceeds,” as five notable South
African physicians were also indicted in the case. 

The hospital has agreed to pay nearly 8 million rand (USD 1.1 million) in fines. 

The charges account for 109 operations carried out at the hospital between 2001 and 2003. 
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