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German media reported that Foreign Minister and Greens leader Annalena Baerbock
would challenge Olaf Scholz from the Social Democrats for the Chancellorship since they lost
voters because of the government’s handling of the war in Ukraine. This would mean the
inevitable collapse of the ruling three-party coalition. Due to this risk, Scholz has hardened
his position on the Ukraine conflict to preserve his political power, even if it means more
damage to the struggling German economy.

The three-party coalition is led by Social Democratic Party (SPD) Chancellor Olaf Scholz.
According to a poll released by Wahlen on February 19, the coalition would likely lose its
majority if a Bundestag vote were to be conducted. French weekly Journal du Dimanche,
citing a diplomatic source, reported that Baerbock would run as a candidate if the
Bundestag was dissolved.

Scholz and Baerbock have major differences on how to approach the war in Ukraine - the
most glaring being that Scholz dismissed the possibility of a direct armed confrontation
between NATO and Russia while Baerbock said that Europe was already at war.

According to the Wahlen survey, if a general election were immediately held, the opposition
conservatives would garner 30% of the vote, making them the strongest party. The survey
found that the Greens would maintain 19% support, while the SPD would finish second with
20%. Liberal FDP, the coalition’s minority partner, would hold 5% of the vote.

Indicative of the failure of this three-way-coalition is the fact that German Defence Minister
Boris Pistorius received the highest personal approval rating of only 1%. This was followed
by Green Party Economy Minister Robert Habeck at 0.9%, Scholz at 0.7%, and Baerbock at
0.6%.

None-the-less, even if such a scenario does occur where Baerbock can present herself as a
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candidate, she has little chance of becoming the Chancellor. For this reason, there is
scepticism, despite a lot of local media reports, that the Greens will break the current
coalition to hold early elections as they would most likely lose more power.

Yet again, this would be the logical conclusion to make, something that Baerbock certainly is
not. It is recalled that she expressed her belief that Russian President Vladimir Putin can
turn around 360 degrees, without noticing the irony, “and make the whole world happy”.

“He [Putin] can decide that he changes his course by 360 degrees tomorrow. The whole
world would be happy again,” she added, without realizing that to do a 360 means to end up
in the same place that one started.

Given the fracturing of the German coalition, it is noticeable that Scholz has hardened his
position against Russia. He said on February 17 that Western countries should deliver battle
tanks to Ukraine, falsely claiming:

“We will continue to strike a balance between providing support for Ukraine and
avoiding an unintended escalation.”

By providing weapons to Ukraine, Germany is already escalating the conflict. Rather, it is
Moscow’s decision on if, when and how it chooses to respond to Germany’s unprovoked
aggression.

Berlin’s decision to harden its stance against Russia comes as the Ukraine war is anticipated
by the end of the year to cost the German economy, in lost value creation, around 160
billion euros, or some 4% of its gross domestic output.

Given this grim economic reality, Scholz boasted at the Munich Security Conference that:

“We can now say that Germany is the biggest supplier of weapons to Ukraine in
continental Europe, and we will continue to be that. It is wise to be prepared for a long
war and it is wise to give Putin the message that we are ready to stay with Ukraine.”

In addition, Scholz also committed to increasing German defence spending towards the
current NATO target of 2% GDP. For his part, German Defence Minister Boris Pistorius said
that he was in favour of raising NATO’s military spending target.

Although it is estimated that the war in Ukraine will drain 160 billion euros from the German
economy by the end of the year, according to Marcel Fratzscher, the head of the German
Institute for Economic Research, “The Ukraine war and the exploded energy prices cost
Germany around €100 billion ($106.8 billion) or 2.5 percent of the economic output in
2022."

Yet, despite these harrowing figures, Germany plans to prolong the war in Ukraine by
providing more weapons. This will mean that any economic recovery will be much slower
and painful. Ultimately, this is a decision that Scholz is cynically willing to make to preserve
his political power.
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