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*** 

For most of this month, the mainstream propaganda machine has been parroting the same
story over and over again – a Russian 9-A-7660 “Kinzhal” air-launched hypersonic missile
was shot down by a US-made “Patriot” SAM (surface-to-air missile) system. The “conclusive”
evidence cited by the political West is laughable at best, but it was enough to convince
those without specific knowledge of how weapons actually work, which includes most of the
population. Moscow didn’t really comment on the claims. Or to be exact, not until the early
hours of May 16, when the actual response came in a very “non-rhetorical” form.

Namely, the Russian Aerospace Forces (VKS) launched a SEAD (suppression of enemy air
defenses) mission over Kiev, with the operation including two “Kinzhal” hypersonic missiles,
which were used to neutralize at least one battery of the “Patriot” SAM system. While
neither side commented on the variant of the destroyed US-made air defense system, video
evidence shows that it was most likely one of the latest iterations, the PAC-3 MSE (Missile
Segment Enhancement upgrade) that also includes the much-touted CRI (Cost Reduction
Initiative)  interceptors.  The  cost  of  a  single  CRI  missile  currently  stands  at  close  to
$5,300,000, meaning that the 32 interceptors fired by the Kiev regime forces amounted to
nearly $170,000,000.

Such a massive quantity of interceptors was still nowhere near enough to stop the Russian
hypersonic weapons, although  the Kiev regime announced that it shot down most of the
missiles  fired  by  the  VKS,  including  the  claim  that  it  allegedly  neutralized  six  “Kinzhals”,
despite the fact that the Russian military used only two during this attack. Although Moscow
didn’t publicly reveal this, the information is based on the comments from the Russian
Defense Minister Sergei Shoigu himself. In response to the Kiev regime’s reverie, Shoigu
stated laconically:
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“The  figures  given  by  the  Ukrainians  about  the  interception  of  Russian  missiles  are
[usually]  three  times  higher  than  the  amount  [of  weapons]  we  actually  use.”

Several military experts estimate that the VKS used a lot of decoys of various types to bait
the air defenses in and around Kiev, which would explain the claims of the local authorities
that  the  Russian  strike  was  “exceptional  in  density”.  Ukrainian  officials  stated  that  the
attack also included cruise missiles and drones. Local air defense forces allegedly shot down
18 missiles and nine drones, including six “Kinzhal” hypersonic missiles. The claims are
widely  ridiculed  by  military  experts  and numerous  Telegram channels,  with  dozens  of
memes and practical jokes being posted by users and commenters.

Serhiy Popko, the head of the capital city’s military administration, stated:

“The barrage was exceptional in its density, with the maximum number of missiles in
the shortest time possible, but the vast majority of enemy targets in Kiev airspace were
detected and destroyed.”

CNN, the flagship of the mainstream propaganda machine, immediately resorted to damage
control to save the “Patriot’s” reputation, as it only arrived late last month and just recently
entered service, claiming that “a US-made ‘Patriot’ air defense system was likely damaged,
but not destroyed, as the result of a Russian missile barrage in and around Kiev early
Tuesday morning local time”, citing a US official as its source. The report further claims that
“the US is still assessing to what degree the system was damaged”, adding that “this will
determine whether the system needs to be pulled back entirely or simply repaired on the
spot by Ukrainian forces”. It also noted that “a US National Security Council spokesperson
referred CNN to the Ukrainian government for comment”.

Such  advice  by  the  US  government  can  only  be  interpreted  by  the  fact  that  even
Washington  DC  simply  wants  to  avoid  having  to  do  anything  with  the  Kiev  regime’s
ridiculous claims. The issue obviously lies in the fact that such laughable propaganda is not
only completely unsubstantiated, but also makes the US itself look like a laughingstock of
the world. This is particularly noticeable when looking at somewhat less propagandistic US
media,  such  as  The  National  Interest.  Geoff  LaMear,  the  author  of  one  of  the  analyses
recently published by the TNI, stated that “Patriot missiles won’t save Ukraine“, with the
following assessment:

“‘Patriot’ systems are limited to pinpoint defense of major assets and are designed to
operate in tandem with air defenses engaging targets at higher and lower altitudes.
Without these additions, ‘Patriot’ will have too many threats to engage and the result
will either be porous coverage that doesn’t protect its defended assets, or coverage
that quickly subsides when ‘Patriot’ runs out of interceptors. Moreover, ‘Patriot’ systems
are themselves vulnerable. Operating a ‘Patriot’ radar system gives away its location,
making it an open target for Russian attacks. This means that ‘Patriot’ is not a one-stop-
shop for defending Ukraine’s military assets or its people.”

Indeed, the “Patriot” is simply one segment of the US air defense/ABM (anti-ballistic missile)
doctrine that also includes several other types of longer-range systems and interceptors.
However, considering how lucrative air defense contracts are, the political West will surely
continue suppressing any information about the destruction of its much-touted systems,
while also parroting the ludicrous claims that Russian hypersonic weapons are being shot
down by these same SAM systems. Such assertions come despite the fact that even top US
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officials  repeatedly  reiterated  that  there’s  no  viable  defense  against  maneuvering
hypersonic targets. This includes President Joe Biden himself, who stated last year that the
“Kinzhal” cannot be intercepted.

*
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