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One of the more visible signs of the technological revolution sweeping the Russian Armed
Forces is the proliferation of battlefield robots being tested for use with the Ground Forces.
The range of programs suggests this is a high priority for the Russian Ministry of Defense,
and the existence of such weapons systems is indicative of the importance being placed on
implementing the digital revolution in the armed forces to make them capable of waging
net-centric warfare relying on small units operating independently, without a well defined
frontline.

The most important robotic system under development for the Ground Forces is the 6-ton
class Uran family of tracked vehicles, which include the Uran-6 minesweeping vehicle and
the Uran-9 combat vehicle whose armament includes a 30mm 2A72 automatic cannon,
Ataka laser-guided anti-tank missiles, and Igla or Verba short-range anti-aircraft missiles,
which collectively allow it to engage all battlefield targets.

Russian industry also smaller vehicles under development, such as the Nerekhta and
Platforma-M systems whose modular design allows them to be armed with machine-guns,
automatic grenade launchers, anti-tank guided missiles, and RPGs.

There is even a miniature, backpack-portable assault-rifle armed battle robot named Strelok
that is capable of climbing stairs and miniature quadrocopter drones armed with grenade
and flame launchers.

The most ambitious initiatives include a robotic version of the BMP-3 infantry fighting
vehicle named Udar, and the remote control feature built into the Armata family T-14 tanks
which enables individual T-14s to be controlled by other T-14s through the provision of high-
volume datalinks which give complete access to the sensors, weapons, and controls of the
vehicle being controlled. Instead of relying on satellite communications which combines long
range with vulnerability to jamming and hacking, Russian battlefield robots are controlled
using short-range communications of no more than a few kilometers in range.

The above-named and other systems are in advanced stages of development and troop
testing. There are reports that some of the robotic weapons platforms were deployed for
battlefield testing in Syria. While the reports of them spearheading assaults on jihadi
positions in Syria while under control by Moscow-based operators are likely exaggerated.

Battlefield robots are being developed to perform two kinds of missions. The comparatively
small size of modern armies means that stable frontlines will be rare in future warfare. Even
the small in size Donbass theater of operations has a frontline consisting of checkpoints,
fortified positions, and garrisoned towns, rather than continuous trenchlines, which presents
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both sides with opportunities for infiltration. It means that every unit has to worry about
providing its own security and protection, both when occupying permanent positions and on
the march, and the robots can provide that capability by performing surveillance and
patrolling roads to discover ambushes and roadside mines.

The other mission is overcoming prepared defenses, including in urban terrain. The lethality
of modern weapons means that offensive operations against opposing units in strongpoints
or urban terrain are likely to suffer many casualties. While such resistance can be reduced
through massed artillery or aerial bombardments, such tactics also cause unacceptable
losses to civilian population and damage to infrastructure. Armed battlefield robots can
perform armed reconnaissance by compelling defending units to reveal their positions by
prematurely opening fire, clearing minefields and obstacles, and destroying individual
strongpoints.

The development of a modern armor force, deployment of the Ratnik individual soldier suite,
and the work on battlefield robots are aimed at ensuring the Russian ground forces can
prevail not only in mobile armored warfare but also in the positional slugfests that have
characterized the recent armed conflicts around the world.

If you have a possibility, if you like our content and approaches, please, support the project.
Our work wont be possible without your help: PayPal: southfront@list.ru or
via: http://southfront.org/donate/ or via: https://www.patreon.com/southfront

Subscribe our channel!: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCaV1...

Visit us: http://southfront.org/

Follow us on Social Media:

http://google.com/+SouthfrontOrgNews

https://www.facebook.com/SouthFrontENTwo

https://twitter.com/southfronteng

Our Infopartners:
http://www.globalresearch.ca/

http://thesaker.is

http://www.sott.net/

http://in4s.net

The original source of this article is South Front
Copyright © J. Hawk, South Front, 2016

Comment on Global Research Articles on our Facebook page

Become a Member of Global Research

Articles by: ]. Hawk


http://southfront.org/donate/
https://www.patreon.com/southfront
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCaV101EM1QayFkP0E7zwXCg?sub_confirmation=1
https://www.youtube.com/redirect?q=http%3A%2F%2Fsouthfront.org%2F&redir_token=UsPnPr5WZOUdoIDasE88yUoTzmB8MTQ1NDM4NTA1NUAxNDU0Mjk4NjU1
http://google.com/+SouthfrontOrgNews
https://www.facebook.com/SouthFrontENTwo
https://twitter.com/southfronteng
http://www.globalresearch.ca/
http://thesaker.is/
http://www.sott.net/
http://in4s.net/
http://southfront.org/russia-defense-report-robot-wars/
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/j-hawk
http://southfront.org/russia-defense-report-robot-wars/
https://www.facebook.com/GlobalResearchCRG
https://store.globalresearch.ca/member/
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/j-hawk

Disclaimer: The contents of this article are of sole responsibility of the author(s). The Centre for Research on Globalization will
not be responsible for any inaccurate or incorrect statement in this article. The Centre of Research on Globalization grants
permission to cross-post Global Research articles on community internet sites as long the source and copyright are
acknowledged together with a hyperlink to the original Global Research article. For publication of Global Research articles in
print or other forms including commercial internet sites, contact: publications@globalresearch.ca

www.globalresearch.ca contains copyrighted material the use of which has not always been specifically authorized by the
copyright owner. We are making such material available to our readers under the provisions of "fair use" in an effort to advance
a better understanding of political, economic and social issues. The material on this site is distributed without profit to those
who have expressed a prior interest in receiving it for research and educational purposes. If you wish to use copyrighted
material for purposes other than "fair use" you must request permission from the copyright owner.

For media inquiries: publications@globalresearch.ca


mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca
https://www.globalresearch.ca
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca

