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***

During 2016  CIA director John Brennan and FBI director James Comey, together with the
corrupt Democrat party, began orchestrating Russiagate in order to prevent Trump from
reducing the risk of nuclear war and by normalizing relations with Russia.  President Trump
tried to nip a New Cold War in the bud, but that was not in the interest of the power and
profit of  the military/security complex which desperately needs the “Russian threat” as its
raison d’etre. 

Stephen Cohen, myself and a few others expressed concern that the tensions between the
two  nuclear powers were being driven to more dangerous highs than ever existed during
the 20th century Cold War.  Many websites joined in debunking the orchestrated Russiagate
fabrication.

To discredit these voices, a new website, PropOrNot, suddenly appeared with a list of 200
“Russian  agents/dupes.”   Those  of  us  who  had  raised  red  flags  about  Russiagate  and  the
worsening of tensions were on the list. The Washington Post gave the accusation credibility
by reporting the PropOrNot accusation that those who dissented from a hostile policy toward
Russia were “Putin agents.”

A number of the falsely accused websites were intimidated and abandoned the truth.  
CounterPunch went even further. It dropped its best and most incisive writers—people such
as Mike Whitney and Diana Johnstone.  CounterPunch, which  had once collected, published,
and marketed a collection of my essays as a book, suddenly discovered that it preferred
fiction  over  fact.   Other  websites  that  had  religiously  reproduced  all  of  my  columns  now
became  selective  about  which  parts  of  the  official  narrative  they  would  permit  to  be
examined on their sites.  This was, perhaps, the beginning of the movement to de-platform
all who challenge the narrative.

The  threat  to  truth-tellers  has  now been elevated  by  election  thief  Joe  Biden’s  latest
Executive Order declaring a “national emergency” to “deal with the Russian threat.” Pepe
Escobar reports that Biden’s order opens every American to being accused of being a
Russian agent engaged in undermining US security. “A sub-paragraph (C), detailing ‘actions
or policies that undermine democratic processes or institutions in the United States or
abroad,’ is vague enough to be used to eliminate any journalism that supports Russia’s
positions in international affairs.”

“Supports Russia’s position” includes an objective description and non-partisan analysis of
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Russian policy. The crucial point is that, in effect, Biden’s executive order places everyone
reporting objectively on Russia’s political positions as a potential threat to the United States.
See this.  

If we are honest, we will acknowledge that we have undergone the complete collapse of the
United States.   Truth is  prohibited in the media,  school  systems,  and universities if  it
conflicts  with  the  elite  agendas  served  by  the  official  narratives.  The  First  Amendment  is
dead  and  buried.  Free  speech  is  reserved  for  the  official  narratives,  such  as  “systemic
racism”  and “Russian threat.” Those who exercise their Constitutional right find themselves
de-platformed or fired.  

To understand how the victory of propaganda over truth elevates the likelihood of nuclear
Armageddon, consider the difference between the 20th century and 21st century cold wars.

In the original Cold War both Soviet and American leaders worked to defuse tensions. 
Agreements were made on arms control and the anti-ballistic missile treaty. There were
regular meetings or summits between American and Soviet leaders.  Diplomatic decorum
was maintained.  There were agreements that permitted each side to inspect the other’s
compliance.  

This process began with President John F. Kennedy and  Soviet First Secretary Nicolai S.
Khrushchev.  It continued through President Reagan and, more or less, President George H.
W. Bush.  It ended with the Clinton regime and has been downhill ever since. 

President  Trump intended to  reduce the  dangerous  tensions,  but  was  not  permitted.  
Indeed, his intent was sufficient cause for the Establishment to drive him from office.  2020
was a coup, not an election.

In  the  20th  century  Cold  War  Russian  experts  differed  in  their  assessments  of  the  threat,
and  their  differences  were  publicly  aired.  Differing  assessments  were  debated.  Dissenters
were  not  demonized  as  Russian  agents.   Today  American  Russian  experts  find  that  being
Russophobic is a career boost. In the 20th century the New York Times and Washington Post
were  aligned with  peace efforts.  Today they are  part  of  the  neoconservative  warmongers’
propaganda ministry.

The alarming conclusion is that since the Clinton regime, the US government has worked
consistently to worsen relations with Russia even to the extent of publicly demonizing the
Russian president and strangling objective debate in the US.  This is the perfect foundation
for war.

All  the  while  insouciant  Americans  elected  governments  that  successively  raised  the
likelihood of nuclear annihiliation while shutting down dissident concerns.  As I reported on
March  17,  “In  the  United  States  Russian  Studies  has  degenerated  into  propaganda.  
Recently, two members of the Atlantic Council  think tank, Emma Ashford and Matthew
Burrows, suggested that American foreign policy could benefit from a less hostile approach
to Russia. Instantly, 22 members of the think tank denounced the article by Ashford and
Burrows.”

Today even in Republican and conservative circles to question Putin’s demonization raises
disapproving eyebrows (the same for China and Iran).  The US Establishment has succeeded
in labeling objective analysis as “pro-Russian” (or pro-Chinese or pro-Iranian). This means
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that an objective view of US/Russian relations is off-limits to US policymakers.  

The “Russian threat” is another hoax, one that will destroy the world.

*
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Dr. Paul Craig Roberts writes on his blog site, PCR Institute for Political Economy, where this
article was originally published. He is a frequent contributor to Global Research.
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