
| 1

Russian ‘Collusion’ Is a Red Herring, Emergence of
the Far Right, New Wave of Fascism
No Evidence of Intrigue between Trump and the Kremlin

By Max Parry
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As the  2018 U.S.  midterm elections  approach,  there  is  still  no  evidence of  ‘collusion’
between the campaign of President Donald J.  Trump and the Russian government after
nearly two years of inquiry. Thus far in the Department of Justice’s investigation led by
Special Counsel Robert S. Mueller III, only a trail of corruption involving Trump associates
has been discovered. None of their  wrongdoings connect to the Russian nationals also
indicted in  the probe,  including the illicit  lobbying by former  campaign chairman Paul
Manafort in Ukraine which actually went against Russia’s interests on behalf of the EU. One
can anticipate that more misdeeds by his cronies will be uncovered given that corruption in
Washington grows on trees, some of which may even implicate Trump himself. However, if
there were anything incriminating at the level of high treason, the likelihood that it wouldn’t
have been unearthed already after such an exhaustive inquest relying on splitting hairs for
indictments is slim.

The Kremlin has also fulfilled the need of a scapegoat across the Atlantic for the UK’s Brexit
referendum.  Mueller  has  examined  emails  from  the  shadowy  British  consulting  firm
Cambridge Analytica, but seemingly only to scrutinize whether they contain evidence of
intrigue  between  Trump  and  Russia.  The  UK-based  voter  profiling  company,  chaired  by
former Trump campaign and Breitbart CEO Stephen K. Bannon and owned by the mysterious
right-wing  billionaire  Robert  Mercer,  provided  services  for  both  the  Trump and  Brexit
campaigns using the collected data of more than 80 million Facebook users for ‘electoral
engineering.’  After  the  scandal  broke,  the  firm  was  suspended  by  Facebook  and  then
reported to have shut its doors. It quickly came to light that the company had merely re-
branded itself under the handle Emerdata Ltd., now under the management of Mercer’s
daughters Rebekah and Jennifer.  It  is  even operating out of  the same headquarters in
London and although it  is  still  under federal  investigation,  no criminal  charges appear
imminent against its previous incarnation. Cambridge Analytica denies breaking any laws
but it is widely believed to have done so by electoral watchdog groups. Have there been no
legal  proceedings  because  the  DOJ  is  prioritizing  finding  connections  between  Trump  and
Moscow?

Cambridge Analytica whistleblower Christopher Wylie made several admissions about its
activities. One significant disclosure was that its database building of social media users was
assisted by employees of Palantir Technologies, the software company owned by pro-Trump
billionaire, Paypal co-founder Peter Thiel.

A GOP mega-donor and Silicon Valley venture capitalist with close ties to Robert Mercer,
Thiel was rewarded with a spot on the executive committee of Trump’s transition team after
his surprising victory.
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Palintir  employees  aided  the  firm  in  constructing  ‘psychographs’  of  voters  based  on  their
preferences, behavior, and internet activity in order to target them with advertising. Why on
earth is Russia the center of the investigation and not the multiple private intelligence and
data mining firms hired to stage-manage the election?

One  possibility  is  because  Palintir’s  expertise  has  previously  been  employed  for  data
scraping services by a range of powerful clients, including predictive-policing software for
law enforcement and even the National Security Agency for developing its XKEYSCORE
internet  surveillance  database.  If  election  manipulation  by  the  Trump  campaign  was
facilitated by a company previously contracted by the Pentagon to weaponize data using
social media as a global spy tool, it is easy to conclude why Russia would be a preferred
suspect in the investigation. Only the naive could believe the Mueller inquiry represents
anything other than the interests of the U.S. intelligence apparatus. After all, it is their
unsubstantiated word alone that has been the entire source for the claims of Russia’s
alleged interference.

Palintir also has an outpost in Tel Aviv, Israel. One of Trump’s most controversial foreign
policy moves has been the abandonment of the Iran nuclear deal accord and it just so
happens that the inspections by the International Atomic Energy Agency used Palintir’s
Mosaic software to ensure Tehran was in compliance.

If the President of the United States is openly supported by the billionaire supplying the
technology to verify Iran is in accordance with the agreement and has campaigned vowing
to sabotage it, how in the world is this ethical and not a conflict of interest? Shortly before
the U.S. withdrawal, Trump even met with Thiel just hours after speaking with Prime Minister
Binyamin Netanyahu about Iran. Cambridge Analytica is also tied to Israel through private
intelligence  firm  Wikistrat  Inc.  which  offered  the  Trump  campaign  social  media  election
manipulation services in a partnership. It is clear that any loose associations between the
Kremlin and Trump have been overplayed in order to soft pedal the overwhelming influence
by Israel.  Meanwhile,  Putin cannot even appear to rig the vote in his own country, as
following  Russia’s  recent  unpopular  pension  reforms  his  political  party  suffered  losses  in
regional  elections.

Christopher  Wylie  indeed  testified  that  it  was  a  Russian  data  scientist  who  authored  the
survey app which gathered the information used by Cambridge Analytica from millions of
Facebook  profiles.  The  psychology  professor,  Aleksandr  Kogan,  provided  the  data  to
Cambridge  Analytica’s  parent  company,  Strategic  Communication  Laboratories  (SCL).
Evidently, his research for the app through the University of St. Petersburg was funded using
Russian government grants but Kogan, who is actually a Moldovan-born U.S. citizen, has
done academic studies subsidized by the U.S., UK, Chinese and Canadian governments as
well.  The dots  that  have been connected to Russian intelligence possessing access to
Kogan’s data are pure speculation, as are the claims that Kogan is a spy, a highly unlikely
possibility considering he is still currently employed by the University of Cambridge.

What is more certain is Cambridge Analytica’s nefarious use of private information to target
voters  for  the  Trump  and  Leave.EU  campaigns,  but  the  Mueller  team  remains  fixated  on
Moscow.

What are the consequences of this smokescreen? Steve Bannon has been free to move on
from his ouster in the Trump administration to offer his prowess to far rightists around the
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world with the formation of an organization dubbed “The Movement.” Based in Belgium and
co-founded with the country’s populist demagogue Mischaël Modrikamen, its stated aim is
to prop up ultra nationalism across the EU before next year’s European Parliament elections.
The shady organization is  intended to be a right-wing equivalent  of  the Open Society
Foundation by bolstering far right political movements from behind the scenes. Bannon’s
modus operandi is in giving a businesslike and accessible polish to right-wing populism while
placing greater emphasis on anti-immigration, the refugee crisis and Islamophobia. The
Movement is consulting parties such as:

Fidesz, party of Hungarian Prime Minister Viktor Orban
The Italian League, party of Italy’s Deputy Prime Minister Matteo Salvini
Alternative for Germany / Alternative  fur Deutschland (AfD)
Sweden Democrats, third place in last month’s general election
Dutch Party for Freedom, led by Geert Wilders and is the second largest party in
the Netherlands House of Representatives
Freedom Party of Austria
Swiss People’s Party
UK Independence Party (Ukip),  Bannon is  close colleagues with leader Nigel
Farage
National Front/National Rally (France) led by Marine Le Pen
Belgium People’s Party
VOX (Spain)

Prior to the Great Recession, far right political organizations had remained on the periphery
for decades following the Second World War until the 2008 financial crash reintroduced the
economic circumstances that gave rise to fascism in the 1930s. Suddenly, the far right
began  to  flourish  in  countries  hit  hardest  by  the  Eurozone’s  debts.  This  development  was
simultaneous with the emergence of the Tea Party in the U.S. resurrecting the Gadsden
banner. Golden Dawn made notable gains in the Greek parliament but their brand still
resembled the anti-Semitic nationalists of Eastern Europe, a hard sell in the rest of the
continent. When a further destabilized Middle East facilitated by Western interventionism
led  to  a  flux  of  migrants  seeking  refugee  status  in  the  EU,  an  opportunity  arose  for
transformation  of  nationalism  in  Western  and  Southern  Europe  to  an  ‘accessible’
Islamophobic variety.

The distinguishing characteristic of this new wave of fascism is not just jettisoning of anti-
Semitism, but strong support of the state of Israel. For instance, the Alternative for Germany
(AfD) which is now the largest opposition party in the Bundestag is bankrolled by the pro-
Israel  Gatestone Institute and closely  aligned with Netanyahu’s  Likud party.  In  France,
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Marine Le Pen’s National Front (now known as National Rally) is historically anti-Semitic but
has gradually shifted its agenda toward attacking Islam in recent decades as well. Steve
Bannon himself even boasted he is an avowed “Judeo-Christian Zionist.” On the surface this
disturbing  alliance  between  Holocaust-denying  figures  like  Viktor  Orban  and  Israel  may
seem unlikely, it also makes perfect sense considering both Zionists and the extreme right
hold the historical view that Jews are fundamentally non-native to Europe and they have a
common civilizational ‘enemy’ in Islam.

Jair Bolsanaro with Steve Bannon

Bannon isn’t limiting his enterprise to the Northern Hemisphere either and has already
exported it to the global south. It was recently reported that the former White House Chief
Strategist  is  advising  the  campaign  of  the  runoff  winner  for  Brazil’s  presidency,  Jair
Bolsanaro, who has been described as a “Brazilian Trump” and “Tropical Hitler” for his
disparaging statements about women, gays, blacks and the country’s indigenous minority.
Bolsanaro has also expressed nostalgia for the military dictatorship that lasted more than
two decades in Brazil after a 1964 U.S.-backed coup. Bolsanaro has been such a paralyzing
figure in  Brazilian  politics,  he  was hospitalized after  a  knife  stabbing at  a  campaign event
last month. Historically, fascism and South America are no strangers — following WWII, it was
Argentina under Juan Perón which provided secret safe harbor to Nazi war criminals such as
Adolf Eichmann and Auschwitz physician Josef Mengele.

With no end or likely impeachment in sight, it is clear that the media and public have been
diverted toward a ruse contrived by the U.S. intelligence community. The entire premise of
the Russia investigation ostensibly presumes its own conclusion, searching for the missing
pieces to a preconstructed narrative rather than determining what actually transpired. It has
all  the  hallmarks  of  a  counterintelligence  PSY-OP,  designed  to  commandeer  public
disapproval of Trump into serving the State Department’s objective of undermining Russia
and sabotaging even the most modest efforts to be diplomatic with Moscow. The media and
establishment can hardly contain their contempt for the working class in the theft of their
agency, as if none of their grievances which the extreme right has capitalized on could be
legitimate. Still, if it were to be determined that the election was compromised by the likes
of Cambridge Analytica and Palintir instead of the Kremlin, it would remain a distraction
from underlying causes.
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The global economic downturn is what has nurtured the far right, but its rebirth in Europe
truly originates with the fall of the Soviet Union. In 1989, the American political scientist
Francis Fukuyama famously hypothesized in The End of History and the Last Man that Karl
Marx had been proven wrong that communism would replace capitalism with the advent of
liberal democracy. Fukuyama wrote:

“What we may be witnessing is not just the end of the Cold War or the passing
of a particular period of post-war history, but the end of history as such: that is,
the end point of mankind’s ideological evolution and the universalization of
Western liberal democracy as the final form of human government.”

If socialism failed, almost thirty years later it appears that so too are capitalism and liberal
democracy. We were told the fall of communism was the ‘end of history’, and there were no
longer any further steps in humanity’s evolutionary process. Once a celebrated figure, what
Fukuyama wrote then can only be interpreted today as a colossally failed prediction by an
intellectual charlatan. Both a resurgence of socialism as well as a potential descent into
fascist barbarism are back on the table in our present historical moment.

Last  month,  the  media  was  enthralled  by  the  collective  laughter  of  the  international
community at Trump’s embarrassing speech to the United Nations General Assembly that
seemed to all  but  confirm the dismantling of  U.S.  hegemony.  While  Trump made clear  his
ultra-nationalist departure from his predecessors in denouncing “the ideology of globalism”,
per usual the presstitutes overlooked one of the address’s most significant moments when
he stated:

“Virtually everywhere socialism or communism has been tried, it has produced
suffering,  corruption,  and  decay.  Socialism’s  thirst  for  power  leads  to
expansion, incursion, and oppression. All  nations of the world should resist
socialism.”

That Trump devoted a portion of his tirade to denounce socialism is remarkable and a virtual
admittance that the ruling classes are trembling that it is no longer a dirty word in the
Western lexicon. On the one hand, because capitalism is in a crisis large sections of the
working class are desperately turning to a far-right appealing to their popular anger at the
elite and prejudices against migrants. Capitalism has historically kept the far right on life
support in reserve for absorbing revolt in its periods of crisis to be misdirected into jingoism
and scapegoating, an opposition much easier to control. If the far right today is ascendant,
so too is socialism which must seize upon the class struggle that has once again returned to
the forefront determining political life. If liberal democracy speaks of the ‘end of history’,
fascism represents the end of humanism in its hostility to culture and civilization, no matter
how new and improved its image. History is indeed repeating itself. As the great Uruguayan
writer Eduardo Galeano once said in what could have been a rebuttal to Fukuyama’s thesis
—“History never really says goodbye. It says, ‘see you later.’”

*
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publications such as The Greanville Post, Global Research, OffGuardian, CounterPunch,
Dissident Voice, Signs of the Times, and more. Read him on Medium. Max may be reached
at maxrparry@live.com
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