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Russia’s Ukraine miscalculation dates to 2014 when the Kremlin refused the request of the
Donbass Russians in Eastern Ukraine to be reunited with Russia.  Historically part of Russia,
the Donbass region was attached to the Ukrainian province of the Soviet Union by Soviet
leaders as was Crimea.  These Russian populated territories, historically part of Russia,
rejected the anti-Russian rule installed in Kiev when Washington overthrew the Ukrainian
government and installed a puppet regime in 2014.  Had the Kremlin accepted the request
of the Donbass Russians, there would have been no necessity for a Russian intervention in
Donbass.

Ukraine sent forces to subdue the two declared republics of Donetsk and Luhansk.  The
Ukrainian military and Nazi militias were unequal to the task of subduing the hastily raised
militias of the two republics, but did succeed in occupying some of the Donbass territory
from which they shelled the civilian populations of the Donbass for 8 years.

The  Kremlin  attempted  to  stop  the  conflict  with  the  Minsk  agreement.  Ukraine  and  the
republics signed it, and Europe was supposed to enforce it, but Ukraine did not keep the
agreement,  and Europe did  not  enforce it.  Indeed,  Washington encouraged Ukraine to
ignore  it  as  Washington  saw  the  opportunity  to  initiate  a  conflict  that  could  be  used  to
demonize  and  isolate  Russia.   
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Minsk 2 Meeting

Internally in Russia, Russians objected to the killing of Russians by Ukrainians. Pressure
mounted  on  the  Kremlin  to  cease  appeasing  the  West  by  accepting  Russian  civilian
casualties.  In February of  this year,  the Kremlin finally gave up on the 8-year old death of
the Minsk Agreement and recognized the two republics.  
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If the West had not intended a conflict, Russian recognition would have stopped the shelling,
and  ended  the  conflict.   Instead  a  150,000  Ukrainian  army  and  Nazi  militias,  trained  and
equipped by Washington and the UK, were sent to invade and reconquer the Donbass
Russians.  For the Kremlin, this would have been a political disaster. Washington, of course,
knew this and was banking on yet another Russian toleration of an enormous provocation,
that having been the Kremlin’s record of response to Washington’s provocations:  accept,
forgive, and put faith in negotiations.

However,  the Kremlin realized that  it  could not  politically  survive the slaughter  of  the
Donbass Russians.

The Kremlin designated its military intervention in Ukraine as a limited operation to prevent
Ukraine from invading Donbass and to drive out the Ukrainian forces that occupied part of
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Donbass and were shelling civilian populations.  Donbass, not Ukraine was the target. 

Western politicians and the mainstream media pretend that Russia invaded Ukraine, not
merely intervened in Donbass, and attacked Kiev but was defeated. This is an obvious lie. 
The Russians left Kiev alone.  They put troops around the city to prevent reinforcements
from being sent to Donbass. Once they had Ukraine’s forces in Donbass surrounded, such
that reinforcements could not reach them in any meaningful numbers, they withdrew from
the Kiev area.  

The Western politicians and the whore Western media have lied when they say Russia
invaded Ukraine.  Russia did not invade Ukraine, and this was their blunder. The Russians
intervened  in  Eastern  Ukraine,  in  Donbass,  to  prevent  a  Ukrainian  invasion  for  the
reconquest of the two Donbass republics.

What  the  facts  reveal  is  not  Russian  aggression,  but  Western  aggression.  The  Minsk
Agreement that Russia sponsored would have ended the conflict by keeping the Donbass as
part  of  Ukraine,  but  giving Donbass some autonomy,  such as its  own police force,  to
minimize Donbass’ oppression under the anti-Russian regime installed by Washington. The
agreement was unenforceable because Washington wanted conflict.

The war that is coming upon us is a consequence of Washington’s insistence on hegemony
and the Kremlin’s inability to comprehend the situation and to understand how the Kremlin’s
endless toleration of insults and provocations encourages the West to push harder and ever
harder until Russia is cornered and finally has to fight.

*

Note to readers: Please click the share buttons above or below. Follow us on Instagram,
Twitter and Facebook. Feel free to repost and share widely Global Research articles.

Dr. Paul Craig Roberts writes on his blog site, PCR Institute for Political Economy, where this
article was originally published. He is a regular contributor to Global Research.

Featured image is from Al Mayadeen English

The original source of this article is PCR Institute for Political Economy
Copyright © Dr. Paul Craig Roberts, PCR Institute for Political Economy, 2022

Comment on Global Research Articles on our Facebook page

Become a Member of Global Research

Articles by: Dr. Paul Craig
Roberts About the author:

Paul Craig Roberts, former Assistant Secretary of the
US Treasury and Associate Editor of the Wall Street
Journal, has held numerous university appointments.

https://www.paulcraigroberts.org/2022/06/30/russias-ukraine-miscalculation/
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/paul-craig-roberts
https://www.paulcraigroberts.org/2022/06/30/russias-ukraine-miscalculation/
https://www.facebook.com/GlobalResearchCRG
https://store.globalresearch.ca/member/
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/paul-craig-roberts
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/paul-craig-roberts


| 5

He is a frequent contributor to Global Research. Dr.
Roberts can be reached at http://paulcraigroberts.org

Disclaimer: The contents of this article are of sole responsibility of the author(s). The Centre for Research on Globalization will
not be responsible for any inaccurate or incorrect statement in this article. The Centre of Research on Globalization grants
permission to cross-post Global Research articles on community internet sites as long the source and copyright are
acknowledged together with a hyperlink to the original Global Research article. For publication of Global Research articles in
print or other forms including commercial internet sites, contact: publications@globalresearch.ca
www.globalresearch.ca contains copyrighted material the use of which has not always been specifically authorized by the
copyright owner. We are making such material available to our readers under the provisions of "fair use" in an effort to advance
a better understanding of political, economic and social issues. The material on this site is distributed without profit to those
who have expressed a prior interest in receiving it for research and educational purposes. If you wish to use copyrighted
material for purposes other than "fair use" you must request permission from the copyright owner.
For media inquiries: publications@globalresearch.ca

mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca
https://www.globalresearch.ca
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca

