
| 1

Russia and Iran US 2020 Election Meddling?
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In-depth Report: U.S. Elections

It was just a matter of time before another claim of Russian US election meddling officially
surfaced.

On Wednesday,  it  included Iran  — despite  no  credible  evidence ever  showing foreign
interference in the US electoral process. 

What could a foreign nation hope to achieve by meddling in so-called US elections.

Farcical when held, their outcomes assure dirty business as usual continuity every time.

It’s how the US one-party state with two right wings operates.

Ordinary Americans have no say over how they’re governed or by whom in high places.

Fantasy  democracy  defines  the  US  system  —  how  it’s  been  from  inception,  powerful
interests  running  things,  assuring  governance  of,  by,  and  for  them exclusively  at  the
expense of ordinary people.

Election meddling abroad is a longstanding US specialty — dozens of countries targeted
throughout the post-WW II period, including Russia and Iran.

Key to understand is when no credible evidence corroborates accusations, they’re baseless.

No legitimate tribunal would pronounce a defendant guilty if charges aren’t backed by hard
facts proving them.

In US pre-trial judicial proceedings, all  parties are supposed to be afforded the right to full
disclosure of alleged evidence backing charges or other claims — nothing allowed to be
secret.

Defendants notably have the right to relevant documents, witness depositions, questions
and  answers  from  interrogations,  crime  scene  and  other  forensic  evidence  including
toxicology results, police reports, “raw evidence,” arrest and search warrants, grand jury
testimony, and other relevant data.

It’s to assure fairness in judicial proceedings — or at least a greater amount than would
otherwise be the case.

Unlike  Hollywood  or  made-for-television  crime  dramas,  surprise  evidence  during
proceedings  rarely  surfaces.
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The Big Lie about Russian US 2016 election meddling refuses to die.

Repeating the claim ahead of the US November 3 presidential election — Russia and Iran
accused — lacks credibility because once again, no supportive evidence was presented,
showing none exists.

On Wednesday,  DNI  John Ratcliffe and FBI  Director  Chris  Wray accused Russia  and Iran of
taking “specific actions” to influence and interfere in US November 3 elections.

Ratcliffe:  “(W)e  have  confirmed  (sic)  that  some  voter  registration  information  has  been
obtained  by  Iran,  and  separately  by  Russia  (sic),”  adding:

“This data can be used by (these countries) to attempt to communicate false
information to registered voters that they hope will cause confusion (sic), so
chaos and undermine your confidence in American democracy (sic).”

Ratcliffe  claimed  that  “Iran  (is)  sending  spoofed  emails…to  intimidate  voters
(sic),” adding:

“…Iran  is  distributing  other  content  to  include  a  video  that  implies  that
individuals could cast fraudulent ballots, even from overseas (sic).”

“Although we have not seen the same actions from Russia, we are aware that
they have obtained some voter information just as they did in 2016 (sic).”

FBI  Director  Wray  made  similar  remarks  about  what  he  called  “malign  foreign  influence
operations  and  election  related  crimes,  like  voter  fraud  and  voter  suppression  or
intimidation (sic).”

Neither Ratcliffe or Wray presented evidence backing their claims because there is none.

A similar pattern repeats with disturbing regularity against nations unwilling to subordinate
their sovereign rights to US interests — notably against Russia, China and Iran.

In response to Monday US charges of “disruptive actions on cyberspace (by six alleged)
Russian  military  intelligence  officers”  —  including  against  Ukraine,  Georgia,  “the  2017
French  elections  and  the  2018  Winter  Olympic  Games,  Russian  Foreign  Ministry
spokeswoman  Maria  Zakharova  said  the  following:

“As usual, no evidence has been presented, except for the hackneyed phrases
about Russia’s ‘implication’ in a wide range of destructive activities in the
information landscape,” adding:

“We categorically reject this kind of speculation.”

“Russian state agencies have nothing to do with any malicious activity on the
internet, as Washington is trying to portray.”

“It is obvious that there are opportunistic political considerations behind this
move,  the US Russophobic forces’  interest  in  keeping the ‘Russian threat’
theme afloat in the midst of the US presidential election campaign.”

In  response  to  charges  by  Britain’s  Foreign  Office,  falsely  accusing  “Russia’s  military
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intelligence  service  (of)  conduct(ing)  cyber  reconnaissance  against  officials  and
organizations at the 2020 Olympic and Paralympic Games due to take place in Tokyo this
summer before they were postponed (sic),” Moscow’s envoy to the UK Andrey Kelin said the
following:

“I have a feeling that this is a coordinated (US/UK) campaign that will unfold in
several waves.”

“It is a support act Washington now needs, a social put-up job ahead of the
upcoming elections to keep on placing all the blame on Russia in a bid to
(blame Russia for) whatever happens in America.”

“So  it  is  quite  expectable  that  Russia  will  be  held  to  blame in  case  the
Republicans lose the race.”

“Likewise, it will be blamed by the (Dems) if they lose.”

With  US  elections  less  than  two  weeks  away,  Iranian  President  Rouhani’s  chief  of  staff
Mahmoud  Vaezi  said  the  following:

“It will make no difference to us which party wins the (US) election, as our policy is clear and
definite,” adding:

The US is shifting “its attention to foreign issues” to divert from the dismal
domestic state of things in the country.

On Thursday, Iranian Foreign Ministry Spokesman Saeed Khatibzadeh debunked the phony
DNI/FBI charges, saying:

“In addition to rejecting the repeated claims as well as fabricated, clumsy and
fraudulent reports of US regime officials, the Islamic Republic of Iran reiterates
that it makes no difference for Tehran which of the two current (US) candidates
will enter the White House.”

“It is not far-fetched that the designers of such childish scenarios seek to divert
public  attention  and  make  suspicious  provocations  before  the  (November
presidential election) vote.”

*
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Visit his blog site at sjlendman.blogspot.com.

Featured image is from Pixabay

The original source of this article is Global Research
Copyright © Stephen Lendman, Global Research, 2020

Comment on Global Research Articles on our Facebook page

Become a Member of Global Research

Articles by: Stephen Lendman
About the author:

Stephen Lendman lives in Chicago. He can be reached
at lendmanstephen@sbcglobal.net. His new book as
editor and contributor is titled "Flashpoint in Ukraine:
US Drive for Hegemony Risks WW III."
http://www.claritypress.com/LendmanIII.html Visit his
blog site at sjlendman.blogspot.com. Listen to cutting-
edge discussions with distinguished guests on the
Progressive Radio News Hour on the Progressive Radio
Network. It airs three times weekly: live on Sundays at
1PM Central time plus two prerecorded archived
programs.

Disclaimer: The contents of this article are of sole responsibility of the author(s). The Centre for Research on Globalization will
not be responsible for any inaccurate or incorrect statement in this article. The Centre of Research on Globalization grants
permission to cross-post Global Research articles on community internet sites as long the source and copyright are
acknowledged together with a hyperlink to the original Global Research article. For publication of Global Research articles in
print or other forms including commercial internet sites, contact: publications@globalresearch.ca
www.globalresearch.ca contains copyrighted material the use of which has not always been specifically authorized by the
copyright owner. We are making such material available to our readers under the provisions of "fair use" in an effort to advance
a better understanding of political, economic and social issues. The material on this site is distributed without profit to those
who have expressed a prior interest in receiving it for research and educational purposes. If you wish to use copyrighted
material for purposes other than "fair use" you must request permission from the copyright owner.
For media inquiries: publications@globalresearch.ca

http://sjlendman.blogspot.com/
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/stephen-lendman
https://www.facebook.com/GlobalResearchCRG
https://store.globalresearch.ca/member/
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/stephen-lendman
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca
https://www.globalresearch.ca
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca

