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In response to the US-led coalition downing of a Syrian Su-22 warplane in its own airspace, a
lawless aggressive act, Russia’s Defense Ministry issued the following statement:

“As of June 19 this year, the Defense Ministry of the Russian Federation has
ended its interaction with the US side under a memorandum for preventing
incidents and providing for safe flights during operations in Syria, and demands
that the US command carry out a careful investigation and report about its
results and the measures taken.”

“The shooting down of a Syrian Air Force jet in Syria’s airspace is a cynical
violation of Syria’s sovereignty. The US’ repeated combat operations under the
guise of ‘combating terrorism’ against the legitimate armed forces of a UN
member-state are a flagrant violation of international law, in addition to being
actual military aggression against the Syrian Arab Republic.”

Strong stuff, badly needed, the ministry adding:

“Any aircraft, including planes and drones of the international coalition,
detected in the operation areas west of the Euphrates River by the Russian air
forces will be followed by Russian ground-based air defense and air defense
aircraft as air targets.”

Russian Deputy Foreign Minister Sergey Ryabkov minced no words, saying Sunday’s
downing of a Syrian aircraft is “another act of defiance of international law by the United
States.”

“What was it if not an act of aggression? It was also an act of assistance to
those terrorists whom the United States is ostensibly fighting against.”

CENTCOM didn’t use the communication channel with Russia - established to avoid
incidents like the Sunday downing of a Syrian aircraft, a flagrant violation of what both
countries agreed to.

Henceforth, Russia’s sophisticated S-300 and S-400 missile defense systems will intercept
foreign aircraft and drones operating in areas where it's conducting combat missions in
Syrian airspace.
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Russia is committed to continue combating the scourge of terrorism in Syria, wanting it
prevented from operating in its own territory.

Unlike America, Moscow respects the sovereignty and territorial integrity of all nations. Part
of its mission is preserving them in Syria.

Its military operations scrupulously try avoiding confrontation with US-led coalition
warplanes and ground forces.

Repeated US incidents of naked aggression against Syria’s military and its civilian
population head things toward Pentagon warplanes potentially clashing with Russia’s -
risking possible war between the world’s dominant nuclear powers.

A Final Comment

On June 16, Foreign Policy magazine, owned by a neocon/CIA-connected Washington Post
division, said two Trump administration officials urge escalating US military operations in
Syria more than already.

National Security Council senior director for intelligence Ezra Cohen-Watnick and the NSC’s
top Middle East advisor Derek Harvey want greater US military operations in southern Syria.

So far Defense Secretary Mattis and Pentagon commanders haven't upped the stakes this
much - maintaining the fiction of focusing operations on combating ISIS, the scourge
Washington supports.

In the wake of Sunday’s downing of a Syrian warplane in its own airspace while striking ISIS
targets, it’s unclear if America intends getting more aggressive in northern and southern
parts of the country than already.

Stephen Lendman lives in Chicago. He can be reached at lendmanstephen@sbcglobal.net.
VISIT MY NEW WEB SITE: stephenlendman.org (Home - Stephen Lendman)

My newest book as editor and contributor is titled “Flashpoint in Ukraine: How the US Drive
for Hegemony Risks WW II1.”

http://www.claritypress.com/Lendmanlll.html

Featured image: Sputnik

The original source of this article is Global Research
Copyright © Stephen Lendman, Global Research, 2017

Comment on Global Research Articles on our Facebook page

Become a Member of Global Research

Articles by: Stephen Lendman


http://foreignpolicy.com/2017/06/16/white-house-officials-push-for-widening-war-in-syria-over-pentagon-objections/
mailto:lendmanstephen@sbcglobal.net
http://stephenlendman.org
http://www.claritypress.com/LendmanIII.html
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/stephen-lendman
https://www.facebook.com/GlobalResearchCRG
https://store.globalresearch.ca/member/
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/stephen-lendman

About the author:

Stephen Lendman lives in Chicago. He can be reached
at lendmanstephen@sbcglobal.net. His new book as
editor and contributor is titled "Flashpoint in Ukraine:
US Drive for Hegemony Risks WW II1."
http://www.claritypress.com/Lendmanlil.html Visit his
blog site at sjlendman.blogspot.com. Listen to cutting-
edge discussions with distinguished guests on the
Progressive Radio News Hour on the Progressive Radio
Network. It airs three times weekly: live on Sundays at
1PM Central time plus two prerecorded archived
programs.

Disclaimer: The contents of this article are of sole responsibility of the author(s). The Centre for Research on Globalization will
not be responsible for any inaccurate or incorrect statement in this article. The Centre of Research on Globalization grants
permission to cross-post Global Research articles on community internet sites as long the source and copyright are
acknowledged together with a hyperlink to the original Global Research article. For publication of Global Research articles in
print or other forms including commercial internet sites, contact: publications@globalresearch.ca

www.globalresearch.ca contains copyrighted material the use of which has not always been specifically authorized by the
copyright owner. We are making such material available to our readers under the provisions of "fair use" in an effort to advance
a better understanding of political, economic and social issues. The material on this site is distributed without profit to those
who have expressed a prior interest in receiving it for research and educational purposes. If you wish to use copyrighted
material for purposes other than "fair use" you must request permission from the copyright owner.

For media inquiries: publications@globalresearch.ca



mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca
https://www.globalresearch.ca
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca

