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Make no mistake. Putin’s strategic intervention in Syria last September was a bold, vital
step. He deserves credit and praise for taking it.

Things changed dramatically on the ground. Reinvigorated government forces retook large
swaths of earlier lost territory, freeing them from the scourge of US-sponsored terrorism.

At  the  same  time,  Russia’s  all-out  efforts  for  ceasefire  and  conflict  resolution  peace  talks
failed. On the one hand, the alternative is endless war. On the other, the only language
America understands is force.

Moscow’s  genuine  diplomatic  efforts  can’t  succeed  because  it  has  no  peace  partner  in
Washington  –  under  Obama  or  whoever  succeeds  him.

It’s time to accept reality and act boldly, assertively and unilaterally against all terrorist
groups  in  Syria  rejecting  ceasefire,  Moscow  following  through  on  its  earlier  commitment,
repeated  as  recently  as  late  May  and  early  June  –  so  far  not  implemented.

Russia’s  Foreign  Ministry  and  General  Staff  Main  Operational  Directorate  head  General
Sergei Rudskoy issued similar statements in March, saying unilateral airstrikes will target
ceasefire violators – at the same time accusing Washington of failing to work cooperatively
to implement Security Council 2254 provisions.

They  call  for  ceasefire  and  diplomatic  conflict  resolution.  Russia  genuinely  pursues  both
objectives.  America  obstructs  them.

Endless  fighting  rages.  Washington  wants  war,  not  peace,  regime  change  called  political
transition.  Geneva  I,  II  and  III  failed.  Nothing  suggests  better  prospects  ahead.

Russia’s failure to follow through on its commitment gave ISIS, Jabhat al-Nusra (Al Qaeda in
Syria) and other terrorist groups time to regroup, rearm and replenish their ranks – with help
from Washington, NATO (notably Turkey), Israel,  Saudi Arabia and other regional rogue
states.

Russia’s repeated calls for Washington to work cooperatively against terrorism in Syria
remain unanswered.

On Saturday, Sergey Lavrov again expressed concern about US delaying tactics. Russia’s
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Foreign Ministry said he and John Kerry continue discussing the situation on the ground
without agreement, explaining:

…Lavrov  has  expressed  concern  (about  US)  attempts  to  delay  resuming
political  talks  for  various  artificial  reasons,  which  was  seen clearly  during the
UN Security Council briefing on Syria on June 3.

On June 5, Tass reported terrorist shelling of Syrian cities and towns in the last 24 hours
alone killed over 270 civilians, injuring hundreds more.

The Russian Coordination Center said terrorist groups breached cessation of hostilities in the
last 24 hours 10 times in Aleppo and Damascus – 626 times since ceasefire took effect at
midnight last February 26.

Washington wants its terrorist foot soldiers protected, outrageously telling Russia to stop
attacking Jabhat al-Nusra fighters,  wanting heroic efforts by government forces obstructed
and defeated.

The Obama administration continues providing terrorists  with  arms and other  material
support. Reports indicate increasing Russian airstrikes. There’s more.

According  to  Al  Monitor,  “the  Russians  this  week  disembarked  ground  forces  and
paratroopers in the port of Tartus to support more than 3,000 Russian volunteers dispatched
to the region in the past few weeks, in a bid to revive coordination with the Syrian army.”

“This represents yet another additional indication that a wide-ranging operation is being
prepared” – likely in Raqqa and Aleppo provinces.

According  to  Syrian  sources,  Russia’s  joint  command  staff,  handling  aerial  operations,
returned  to  Khmeimim  air  base  in  likely  preparation  for  new  combat  operations.

It’s time to deal with Washington and its rogue allies in the only language they understand –
by resuming large-scale aerial strikes like earlier, intensifying them, regaining the offensive
decisively, not letting up, smashing all terrorist elements failing to observe ceasefire.

Liberating Syria depends on it. Fiddling with Washington won’t end well.

Stephen Lendman lives in Chicago. He can be reached at lendmanstephen@sbcglobal.net.

His new book as editor and contributor is titled “Flashpoint in Ukraine: US Drive for
Hegemony Risks WW III.”

http://www.claritypress.com/LendmanIII.html

Visit his blog site at sjlendman.blogspot.com.

Listen to cutting-edge discussions with distinguished guests on the Progressive Radio News
Hour on the Progressive Radio Network.

 

http://tass.ru/en/politics/880154
http://www.al-monitor.com/pulse/security/2016/06/russia-syria-united-states-war-sukhoi-storm-truce.html
mailto:lendmanstephen@sbcglobal.net
http://www.claritypress.com/LendmanIII.html
http://sjlendman.blogspot.com/


| 3

The original source of this article is Global Research
Copyright © Stephen Lendman, Global Research, 2016

Comment on Global Research Articles on our Facebook page

Become a Member of Global Research

Articles by: Stephen Lendman
About the author:

Stephen Lendman lives in Chicago. He can be reached
at lendmanstephen@sbcglobal.net. His new book as
editor and contributor is titled "Flashpoint in Ukraine:
US Drive for Hegemony Risks WW III."
http://www.claritypress.com/LendmanIII.html Visit his
blog site at sjlendman.blogspot.com. Listen to cutting-
edge discussions with distinguished guests on the
Progressive Radio News Hour on the Progressive Radio
Network. It airs three times weekly: live on Sundays at
1PM Central time plus two prerecorded archived
programs.

Disclaimer: The contents of this article are of sole responsibility of the author(s). The Centre for Research on Globalization will
not be responsible for any inaccurate or incorrect statement in this article. The Centre of Research on Globalization grants
permission to cross-post Global Research articles on community internet sites as long the source and copyright are
acknowledged together with a hyperlink to the original Global Research article. For publication of Global Research articles in
print or other forms including commercial internet sites, contact: publications@globalresearch.ca
www.globalresearch.ca contains copyrighted material the use of which has not always been specifically authorized by the
copyright owner. We are making such material available to our readers under the provisions of "fair use" in an effort to advance
a better understanding of political, economic and social issues. The material on this site is distributed without profit to those
who have expressed a prior interest in receiving it for research and educational purposes. If you wish to use copyrighted
material for purposes other than "fair use" you must request permission from the copyright owner.
For media inquiries: publications@globalresearch.ca

https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/stephen-lendman
https://www.facebook.com/GlobalResearchCRG
https://store.globalresearch.ca/member/
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/stephen-lendman
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca
https://www.globalresearch.ca
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca

