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Predictably the crisis that began on Sunday between Russia and Ukraine in the Kerch Strait
is quickly worsening as Russia has announced plans to deploy more of its advanced S-400
surface-to-air missile systems to Crimea. 

Adding  to  tensions,  Reuters  has  further  reported  that  a  Russian  warship  has  been
dispatched to the Sea of Azov — waters used by both countries and near where the Russian
Navy seized Ukrainian vessels and crew for what Moscow condemned as “maneuvering
dangerously” and illegal entry into Russian territory.

The warship was seen departing a Crimean port by a Reuters correspondent on Wednesday
and was described as the Russian navy minesweeper ship, the Vice-Admiral Zakharin, going
in the direction of the Sea of Azov.

This comes a day after Ukraine’s President Petro Poroshenko issued provocative statements
during a televised interview on Tuesday that his country is “under threat of full-scale war
with Russia” while seeking to justify martial law.

The Ukrainian president added that “the number of units that have been deployed along our
border  –  what’s  more,  along  its  full  length  –  has  grown dramatically.”  He  referenced
unspecified intelligence reports pointing to Moscow tripling its forces along the border since
Crimea joined Russia in 2014.

Though likely  the  plans  were  already  in  motion,  the  timing  of  the  S-400  deployment
announcement is designed to send a strong message to the West, which is also building up
its forces as both the UK and US are reportedly injecting more military hardware and troops
into Ukraine.

According to TASS:

A division set of Russia’s S-400 Triumph air defense system has undergone
tests and will soon be put on combat duty in Crimea, the Southern Military
District’s press service said on Wednesday.

The personnel of the air defense missile unit of the 4th army of the Air Force
and the Southern Military District deployed to Crimea has started preparing the
equipment to be transported by rail to a permanent base. “In the near future,
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the new system will enter combat duty to defend Russia’s airspace, replacing
the previous air defense system,” the spokesman explained.

The  other  deeply  interesting  aspect  to  the  timing  of  the  entire  crisis,  made  more
alarming  for  the  Ukrainian  population  in  particular  after  Poroshenko’s  announcing  the
implementation of martial law until at least January to combat “growing aggression” from
Russia,  is  that it’s  occurring just  days ahead the planned meeting between Presidents
Donald Trump and Vladimir Putin at the G20 in Argentina later this week.

This  is  2014/15  redux.  Back  then,  the  Kiev  authorities,  and  their  media
supporters, used to claim almost every week that a full-scale Russian invasion
was imminent. It never came. Now, a few months out from an election he’s
poised to lose, Poroshenko is at it again. https://t.co/A1jpfyMlaf

— Bryan MacDonald (@27khv) November 28, 2018

Even Reuters can’t help but observe the following crucial timing of this week’s crisis in the
Kerch Strait:

The episode risks derailing a meeting between U.S. President Donald Trump
and Russian President Vladimir Putin at the G20 in Argentina later this week.
Trump said on Tuesday that he might cancel the meeting due to the incident,
but the Kremlin said on Wednesday it thought it was still on.

And there’s further this likely more than just rumor: “Citing sources in Ukraine’s ruling
circles,  Russia’s  Izvestia  newspaper  reported  that  Kiev  had  been  trying  to  persuade
Washington – so far unsuccessfully – to open a military base in Ukraine“, according to
Reuters, which noted could not be independently confirmed.

Much about the question of whether more dramatic escalation is to follow, or if tensions will
calm will likely be determined by the question of if the Trump-Putin meeting will proceed.
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