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Russia and China have vetoed a UN Security Council resolution which would have mandated
a seven-day ceasefire in Syria’s Aleppo.

On Monday, Russia stated that a truce would only permit the militants to regroup and that
the subject requires further talks between Moscow and Washington.

The resolution, drafted by New Zealand, Egypt and Spain, was also blocked by Venezuela,
while Angola abstained from voting with the remaining 11 members voting in its favor.

“These kinds of pauses have been used by fighters to reinforce their ammunition and to
strengthen their positions and this will only worsen the suffering of civilians,” said Vitaly
Churkin, Russia’s permanent envoy to the UN.

“The draft resolution contradicts the work of the Council because it was put in a late time
today, and it is not possible to vote on it before tomorrow, in addition there was no
consensus on this issue,” he added.

He noted the draft resolution also contradicts upcoming talks between Russian and
American experts aimed at removal of all militants from eastern Aleppo.

“The draft resolution put for voting today didn’t include any talk about the exit of gunmen
from the eastern neighborhoods of Aleppo, but about an immediate ceasefire, thus, it will be
left ten days for the gunmen to mobilize their forces and re-organize their ranks,” he said.

Syria’s envoy to the UN Bashar al-Ja’afari said that the draft resolution had been an attempt
by Western countries to support the militants in Aleppo.

He noted that the US, France and Britain, who all voted for the resolution, were turning a
blind eye towards the suffering of civilians in Aleppo by supporting the terrorists.

He further vowed that the Syrian army would continue to battle the terrorists until they are
all destroyed.
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