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Russia begins military exercises in volatile North
Caucasus region
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VLADIKAVKAZ, July 5 (RIA Novosti) – Russia began Saturday large-scale military exercises in
several  regions  of  the  Southern  Federal  District,  which  includes  highly  volatile  North
Caucasus republics, a senior military official said.

The exercise, dubbed Caucasus Frontier 2008, will  involve units of the North Caucasus
Military District, mainly the 58th Army, the 4th Air Force Army, Interior Ministry troops, and
border guards.

“The active phase of the multi-stage exercise will be held through the second week of July,”
said  Maj.  Gen.  Vladimir  Maystrenko,  deputy  chief  of  staff  of  the  North  Caucasus  Military
District.

He said the main goal of the exercise is to practice interoperability between federal troops,
interior ministry’s troops, border guards, and the Air Force in special operations against
militants and the defense of Russia’s state borders.

The exercise will mostly take place on the territory of Chechnya, North Ossetia, Ingushetia,
Kabardino-Balkaria, and Karachayevo-Circassia.

According to statistics, 80% of terrorism-related crimes in Russia occur in the Southern
Federal  District,  which includes North Caucasus republics  of  Chechnya,  Daghestan and
Ingushetia.

During the first five months of 2008, Ingushetia alone saw a sharp increase in assaults on
law enforcement and military personnel. In 53 attacks a total of 12 police officers and four
servicemen were killed and 46 law enforcement officers and 11 soldiers were injured.

On  Wednesday,  two  policemen  were  killed,  and  five  others  wounded  in  the  town  of
Malgobek  in  Ingushetia  after  their  vehicles  came  under  fire  by  unidentified  gunmen.

The region has also been recently shaken by an intensified conflict between Georgia and its
breakaway republics of South Ossetia and Abkhazia.

The original source of this article is RIA Novosti
Copyright © Global Research, RIA Novosti, 2008

https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/admin
https://www.globalresearch.ca/region/russia-and-fsu
https://www.globalresearch.ca/theme/militarization-and-wmd
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/admin


| 2

Comment on Global Research Articles on our Facebook page

Become a Member of Global Research

Articles by: Global Research

Disclaimer: The contents of this article are of sole responsibility of the author(s). The Centre for Research on Globalization will
not be responsible for any inaccurate or incorrect statement in this article. The Centre of Research on Globalization grants
permission to cross-post Global Research articles on community internet sites as long the source and copyright are
acknowledged together with a hyperlink to the original Global Research article. For publication of Global Research articles in
print or other forms including commercial internet sites, contact: publications@globalresearch.ca
www.globalresearch.ca contains copyrighted material the use of which has not always been specifically authorized by the
copyright owner. We are making such material available to our readers under the provisions of "fair use" in an effort to advance
a better understanding of political, economic and social issues. The material on this site is distributed without profit to those
who have expressed a prior interest in receiving it for research and educational purposes. If you wish to use copyrighted
material for purposes other than "fair use" you must request permission from the copyright owner.
For media inquiries: publications@globalresearch.ca

https://www.facebook.com/GlobalResearchCRG
https://store.globalresearch.ca/member/
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/admin
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca
https://www.globalresearch.ca
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca

