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Excerpts from Andre Vltchek’s “Revolutionary Optimism, Western Nihilism”:

“How dreadfully depressing life has become in almost all of the Western cities! How awful
and sad. It is not that these cities are not rich; they are. Of course things are deteriorating
there, the infrastructure is crumbling and there are signs of social inequality, even misery,
at every corner. But if compared to almost all other parts of the world, the wealth of the
Western cities still appears to be shocking, almost grotesque.

The affluence does not guarantee contentment, happiness or optimism. Spend an entire day
strolling through London or Paris, and pay close attention to people. You will repeatedly
stumble  over  passive  aggressive  behavior,  over  frustration  and  desperate  downcast
glances, over omnipresent sadness.

In all those once great [imperialist] cities, what is missing is life. Euphoria, warmth, poetry
and yes – love – are all in extremely short supply there.”

“For  me  personally  there  are  not  many  significant  things  that  I  can  do  in  Western  cities.
Periodically I come to sign one or two book contracts, to screen my films, or to speak briefly
at some university, but I don’t see any point of doing much more. In the West, it is hard to
find any meaningful struggle. Most struggles there are not internationalist; instead they are
selfish, West-oriented in nature. Almost no true courage, no profound kindness, no passion,
and no rebellion remain. On closer examination, there is actually no life there; no life as we
human beings used to perceive it, and as we still understand it in many other parts of the
world.

Nihilism rules. Was this mental state, this collective condition or illness something that has
been inflicted on purpose by the regime? I  don’t  know.  I  cannot  yet  answer  this  question.
But it is essential to ask, and to try to understand.

Whatever it is, it is extremely effective – negatively effective but effective nevertheless.”

“I know the world, from the ‘Southern Cone’ of South America, to Oceania, the Middle East,
to the most god-forsaken corners of Africa and Asia. It is a truly tremendous world, full of
beauty and diversity, and hope.

The more I  see and know, the more I  realize that I  absolutely cannot exist  without a
struggle,  without  a  good  fight,  without  great  passions  and  love,  and  without  purpose;
basically  without  all  that  the West  is  trying to  reduce to  nothing,  to  make irrelevant,
obsolete and ridiculous.

My entire being is rebelling against the awful nihilism and dark pessimism that is being
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injected almost everywhere by Western culture. I’m violently allergic to it. I refuse to accept
it. I refuse to succumb to it.”

“What is on the other side of the barricade?

I don’t want to glorify our revolutionary countries and movements.

I don’t even want to write that we are the “exact opposite” of that entire nightmare that has
been created by the West. We are not. And we are far from being perfect.

But we are alive if  not always well,  we are standing, trying to advance this wonderful
‘project’  called humanity,  attempting to save our  planet  from Western imperialism,  its
nihilist gloom, as well as absolute environmental disaster.

We  are  considering  many  different  ways  forward.  We  have  never  rejected  socialism  and
Communism, and we are studying various moderate and controlled forms of capitalism. The
advantages and disadvantages of the so-called ‘mixed economy’ are being discussed and
evaluated.

We fight, but because we are much less brutal,  orthodox and dogmatic than the West, we
often lose, as we recently (and hopefully only temporarily) lost in Brazil and Argentina. We
also win, again and again. As this book goes to print, we are celebrating in Ecuador and El
Salvador.  
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Unlike in the West, in such places like China, Russia and Latin America, our debates about
the political and economic future are vibrant, even stormy. Our art is engaged, helping to
search  for  the  best  humanist  concepts.  Our  thinkers  are  alert,  compassionate  and
innovative, and our songs and poems are great, full of desire and fire, overflowing with love
and longing.
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Our countries do not steal from anyone; they don’t overthrow governments in the opposite
parts of the world, they do not undertake massive military invasions. What we have is ours;
it is what we have created, produced and sown with our own hands. It is not always much,
but we are proud of it, because no one had to die for it, and no one had to be enslaved.

Our hearts are purer. They are not always absolutely pure, but purer than those in the West
are. We do not abandon those whom we love, even if they fall, get injured, or cannot walk
any longer. Our women do not abandon their men, especially those who are in the middle of
fighting for  a  better  world.  Our  men do not  abandon their  women,  even when they are  in
deep pain or despair. We know whom and what we love, and we know whom and what we
hate: in this we rarely get ‘confused’.

We are much simpler than those living in the West. In many ways, we are also much deeper.

We respect hard work, especially work that helps to improve the lives of millions, not just
our own lives, or the lives of our families.

We try to keep our promises. We don’t always succeed in keeping them, as we are only
humans, but we are trying, and most of the times we are managing to.

Things are not always exactly like this, but often they are. And when “things are like this”, it
means that there is at least some hope and optimism and often even great joy.

Optimism is essential for any progress. No revolution could succeed without tremendous
enthusiasm, as no love could. No revolution and no love could be built  on depression,
despair and defeatism.

Even in  the middle  of  the ashes  to  which imperialism has  reduced our  world,  a  true
revolutionary  and a  true poet  can always at  least  find some hope.  It  will  not  be easy,  not
easy at all, but definitely not impossible. Nothing is ever lost in this life, for as long as our
hearts are on the left and beating.”
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Imperialism”. Discussion with Noam Chomsky: On
Western Terrorism. Point of No Return is his critically
acclaimed political novel. Oceania - a book on Western
imperialism in the South Pacific. His provocative book
about Indonesia: “Indonesia – The Archipelago of
Fear”. Andre is making films for teleSUR and Press TV.
After living for many years in Latin America and
Oceania, Vltchek presently resides and works in East
Asia and the Middle East. He can be reached through
his website or his Twitter.
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