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This is Part 2 of the series, “The Technological Revolution and the Future of Freedom.“

Part 1: The Global Political Awakening and the New World Order

Introduction

 

As  outlined  in  Part  1  of  this  series,  “The  Technological  Revolution  and  the  Future  of
Freedom,” there are two major geopolitical realities in the world today, both largely brought
about as a result of the “Technological Revolution” in which technology and electronics have
come to define and shape our society.

The  Technological  Revolution  has  led  to  a  diametrically  opposed,  antagonistic,  and
conflicting  geopolitical  reality:  never  before  has  humanity  been  so  awakened  to  issues  of
power, exploitation, imperialism and domination; and simultaneously, never before have
elites been so transnational and global in orientation, and with the ability to impose such a
truly global system of scientific despotism and political oppression. These are the two major
geopolitical realities of the world today. Never in all of human history has mankind been so
capable of achieving a true global political psycho-social awakening; nor has humanity ever
been in such danger of being subjected to a truly global scientific totalitarianism, potentially
more oppressive than any system known before, and without a doubt more technologically
capable of imposing a permanent despotism upon humanity. So we are filled with hope, but
driven by urgency. In all of human history, never has the potential nor the repercussions of
human actions and ideas ever been so monumental.

Not only is the awakening global in its reach, but in its very nature. It creates within the
individual, an awareness of the global condition. So it is a ‘global awakening’ both in the
external environment, and in the internal psychology. This new reality in the world, coupled
with the fact that the world’s population has never been so vast, presents a challenge to
elites seeking to dominate people all over the world who are aware and awakened to the
realities  of  social  inequality,  war,  poverty,  exploitation,  disrespect,  imperialism  and
domination.  This  directly  implies  that  these  populations  will  be  significantly  more
challenging  to  control:  economically,  politically,  socially,  psychologically  and spiritually.
Thus, from the point of view of the global oligarchy, the only method of imposing order and
control – on this unique and historical human condition – is through the organized chaos of
economic crises, war, and the rapid expansion and institutionalization of a global scientific
dictatorship. Our hope is their fear; and our greatest fear is their only hope.

https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/andrew-gavin-marshall
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(See: The Global Political Awakening and the New World Order)
 

This essay (Part II) will undertake an examination of these two geopolitical realities on a
national scale, focusing primarily on the “American Awakening.”

The American Awakening

In the past decade, there has been an enormous surge in popular political activism, which
has corresponded to the expansion of imperialism, exploitation and despotism in the world.
The events of September 11th, 2001, sparked two major geopolitical  events.  The first was
the implementation of the Bush Doctrine – the “War on Terror” – which was organized in
response to the terrorist attacks. This imperialist expansion led to the war and occupation of
Afghanistan, the war on Iraq and subsequent occupation, the war in Lebanon in 2006, the
war  on  Somalia,  continuing  military  expansionism  and  imposition  in  the  Palestinian
territories, as well as expansive covert operations in the Middle East, Central Asia, Africa and
around the world.

The second major geopolitical trend instigated by the 9/11 attacks was the formation of
what has come to be known as the “9/11 Truth Movement,” in which millions of people
around the world,  including thousands of academics,  architects,  engineers,  government
officials,  intelligence  and  military  officials  and  other  professionals,  as  well  as  an
exponentially growing abundance of people in the general population internationally have
sought to question and challenge the official accounts of the events of 9/11. Like all activist
groups, there are fringe and radical elements within the movement, those who claim that
“no planes” were used in the attacks, or that the attacks were undertaken by Israel – with
anti-Semitic undertones – or other such fringe theories. Regardless of the fringe elements,
the main focus of  the movement  is  based around the fact  that  the official  story  of  events
does not stand up to any form of independent and unbiased, rational analysis. The media for
years  ignored  the  growing  international  movement,  but  only  in  recent  years  have
acknowledged the movement; however, they did not address the movement by analyzing
the information and issues, but rather by seeking to discredit and demonize the political
movement, focusing on the fringe elements and beliefs and applying labels of “conspiracy
theorist,” attempting to discredit anyone who questions the official story.

In 2006,  Time Magazine acknowledged that  the 9/11 Truth Movement is  not  a “fringe
movement,” but is, in fact, “a mainstream political reality.” They also cited a major political
poll by Scripps-Howard in 2006, which revealed that 36% of Americans think it is “very
likely”  or  “somewhat  likely”  that  government  officials  either  allowed  the  attacks  to  be
carried  out  or  carried  out  the  attacks  themselves.[1]

The growth of this movement spurred on major new movements and political activism,
driven almost exclusively by organized and ‘politically awakened’ civilians. Driven largely by
the Internet, this movement has awakened a mass of people globally to the political and
strategic reality of what is known – in military terms – as a “false flag operation”, in which an
attack is carried out against a certain target, where those undertaking the attack fly the flag
of someone else (i.e., “false flag”) in an effort to implicate them in the attack; and thus the
response to an attack would be against the perceived attackers. It is, essentially, a covert
military strategem: a strategic deception. The Greek dramatist and playwright Aeschylus
wrote  that,  “In  war,  the  first  casualty  is  truth.”  A  false  flag  attack  an  act  of  war  that  is
deliberately designed to deceive and hide the truth. It is an attack carried out and blamed

http://www.globalresearch.ca/index.php?context=va&aid=19873
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on one’s enemy in order to justify implementing a political agenda. Governments have used
such tactics for centuries, and especially western nations in the past half-century.[2]

This movement has spawned an activist resurgence in other global issues, such as the
global economic system, and most notably, the central banking system, particularly the
Federal Reserve. While many Americans knew next to nothing about their central bank, the
Federal Reserve, a growing movement of Americans and others around the world were
educating themselves about the Federal Reserve System and the global banking system in
general. Many found a leader in a Texas Congressman named Ron Paul, who campaigned on
the Republican ticket for President in 2008, and who drew the widest grassroots support
from across the nation of any Republican candidates. Among Democrats, “9/11 Truthers”
and  others  critical  of  US  foreign  policy  came  to  find  a  passionate  leader  in  Cynthia
McKinney, who was one of  the lone voices in Congress to directly challenge the Bush
administration  on  the  official  version  of  events,  and  has  challenged  the  election  fraud  in
2000 and 2004, conducted a Congressional hearing on covert activities in Africa, exposing
the hand of western nations behind the Rwandan genocide and Congo Civil War.

In late 2008, as the government began its financial bailout of the banks, the “End the Fed”
movement emerged in sporadic protests at the 12 Federal Reserve Banks located around
the country, and over 40 protests took place across the nation within a matter of months.[3]

The “Homeland Security State” Targets Dissenters

With the increasing militarization of foreign policy, we also see the increasing militarization
of domestic politics, and most notably the emergence of a high-tech surveillance police
state: a “Homeland Security State.” National and international elites are in the process of
incrementally constructing a ‘new totalitarianism’ in replacing democracy.[4] Civil rights and
freedoms  are  dismantled  through  anti-terrorist  legislation,  wiretapping  and  internet
surveillance are rampant and expansive, “watch lists” are constructed, which often include
the names of dissenters,  and the military is  increasingly poised to partake in policing.
Further,  over  the  past  decade,  we  have  seen  the  rapid  expansion  of  “Continuity  of
Government” (COG) plans, which plan for the suspension of the Constitution and imposition
of martial law in the event of an emergency.[5] At this point in American society, if there
was a rapid and expansive economic collapse or another major terrorist attack on US soil,
America would transform into a military government, more fascist in nature than anything;
but equipped with an arsenal and “technetronic” police state the likes of which no dictator
in history has had access to. Freedom has never been so threatened; yet, people have never
been so mobilized in modern history to challenge the threats to freedom and democracy in
America, in the west, and in the world.

(See: The Transnational Homeland Security State and the Decline of Democracy )
 

In 2003, General Tommy Franks gave an interview with Cigar Aficionado magazine in which
he elaborated on this concept. Tommy Franks was the former Commander of the Pentagon’s
Central Command over the Middle East, and thus he was the top General overseeing the
wars in Afghanistan and Iraq. In his interview with the magazine, Franks stated that the
objective of  terrorism is  “to change the mannerisms,  the behavior,  the sociology and,
ultimately, the anthropology of a society,” and thus, in the event of another major terrorist
attack in America or in the West:

http://www.globalresearch.ca/index.php?context=va&aid=18676
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the western world, the free world, loses what it cherishes most, and that is freedom and
liberty we’ve seen for a couple of hundred years in this grand experiment that we call
democracy. Now, in a practical sense, what does that mean? It means the potential of a
weapon of mass destruction and a terrorist, massive casualty-producing event somewhere
in the western world—it may be in the United States of America—that causes our population
to question our own Constitution and to begin to militarize our country in order to avoid a
repeat of another mass-casualty-producing event. Which, in fact, then begins to potentially
unravel the fabric of our Constitution.[6]

One interesting facet that very little is known about in the militarization of domestic society
and  incremental  totalitarianism  is  how  the  coercive  state  apparatus,  while  being  justified
under the guise of fighting terrorism or “protecting the Homeland,” is in fact being directed
against citizen activists and popular political movements. For example, following 9/11, the
Department of Homeland Security established what are known as “Fusion Centers,” set up
all over the United States, and which are designed as “information sharing and collecting”
hubs, in which agencies like the CIA, FBI, Department of Justice, Homeland Security and the
US  Military  collect  and  analyze  information  together.  As  of  July  2009,  there  were  72
acknowledged  Fusion  Centers  around  the  United  States.[7]  Think  of  them  as  local
surveillance centers, because that’s what they are.

Fusion Centers are also positioned to take part as local command centers in the event of a
national  emergency or  implementation of  “Continuity  of  Government” plans to  declare
martial law. State and local law enforcement agencies provide the majority of information to
the local Fusion Centers, which is then analyzed and disseminated to the major intelligence,
military or Homeland Security departments and agencies. However, in recent years, Fusion
Centers have been criticized for their purported agenda, as they are justified on the basis of
acting as centers designated for “counter-terrorism” purposes, but in practice are directed
against citizen groups.

In the spring of 2009, it was revealed that the Missouri Information Analysis Center (MIAC) –
a Fusion Center – had put out an information pamphlet designed to help law enforcement
officials identify “potential domestic terrorists.” According to the report:

If you’re an anti-abortion activist, or if you display political paraphernalia supporting a third-
party candidate or a certain Republican member of Congress, if you possess subversive
literature, you very well might be a member of a domestic paramilitary group.[8]

When did our society become something out of 1984? When did our governments designate
“subversive literature” as a sign of terrorism? The report classified such activities as being
part  of  a  “Modern Militia  Movement,”  and further  identified “potential  threats  to  American
security” as:

People who supported former third-party presidential candidates like Texas Rep. Ron Paul,
Chuck Baldwin and former Georgia Rep. Bob Barr are cited in the report, in addition to anti-
abortion  activists  and conspiracy  theorists  who believe  the  United  States,  Mexico  and
Canada will someday form a North American Union.[9]

In other words, those who are opposed to the political and economic process of “North
American integration”[10] are seen and identified as “potential militia members.” The report
even directly identified possession of such films like the anti-Federal Reserve film, “America:
Freedom to Fascism” as “potential signals of militia involvement.”[11] The document put
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out by the Fusion Center further warned law enforcement officials to be “on the lookout” for
“bumper stickers advertising third party candidates, or people with copies of the United
States Constitution.” The report wrote that due to the economic crisis, “a lush environment
for militia activity has been created,” and:

It goes on to cite possible militia members as people who talk about the New World Order
conspiracy, express anger with the Federal Reserve banking system, resist paying taxes,
warn other citizens about the perceived dangers of radio frequency identification (RFID) or
lobby for a return to strict constitutionalism as possible threats to law enforcement.  

While the memo does offer something of a lopsided summary of many of the various groups
which swelled enormously following the terrorist attacks of Sept. 11, 2001, it also links
individuals  who  are  otherwise  peaceful  with  the  Ku  Klux  Klan  and  other  violent
organizations.[12]

Another  Fusion  Center  in  Virginia  identified  many  universities  as  potential  “radicalization
nodes” for terrorists, singling out “historically black colleges” as potential threats, and “it
also contains an extensive list of peaceful American and International activist groups from
nearly all cross-sections of political engagement, placing them side-by-side with groups that
have long been known for resorting to violence.”[13]

In April of 2009, the ACLU (American Civil Liberties Union) released a report on the threat to
liberties and civil rights posed by the Fusion Centers, saying that, “Fusion centers have
experienced a mission creep in the last several years, becoming more of a threat than a
security device. With no overarching guidelines to restrict or direct them, these centers put
Americans’ privacy at huge risk.” The ACLU report identified several “troubling incidents” in
regards to Fusion Centers violating privacy and civil rights:

– A May 7, 2008 report entitled “Universal Adversary Dynamic Threat Assessment” authored
by a private contractor that labeled environmental organizations like the Sierra Club, the
Humane Society and the Audubon Society as “mainstream organizations with known or
possible links to eco-terrorism”;

–  A  potential  abuse  of  authority  by  DHS  officials  who  improperly  monitored  and
disseminated the communications of peace activists affiliated with the DC Anti-War Network
(DAWN);

– A report produced on February 19, 2009 by the North Central Texas Fusion System entitled
“Prevention Awareness Bulletin” which described a purported conspiracy between Muslim
civil  rights  organizations,  lobbying  groups,  the  anti-war  movement,  the  U.S.  Treasury
Department, hip hop bands and former Congresswoman and presidential candidate Cynthia
McKinney to “provide an environment for terrorist organizations to flourish”;

– A “Strategic Report” produced February 20, 2009 by the Missouri Information Analysis
Center that described a purported security threat posed by the “modern militia movement”
but inappropriately included references to social, religious and political ideologies, including
support of third party presidential candidates such as Congressman Ron Paul and former
Congressman Bob Barr; and

– A “Protective Intelligence Bulletin” issued by the DHS Intelligence Branch of the Threat
Management Division of  the Federal  Protective Service which improperly  collected and
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disseminated information regarding political  demonstrations and inappropriately  labeled
peaceful advocacy groups and other activists as “extremists.”[14]

To those in power, ‘peace’ is an ‘extremist’ idea, because ‘war’ and ‘violence’ are the norms
to them. Now it has come to the point where those who challenge the structures of power
are simply designated as terrorists and extremists. This is an incredibly dangerous political
road at which the end is despotism and the death of democracy. Congresswoman Cynthia
McKinney,  as  one  of  those  identified  by  Fusion  Centers  as  providing  “an  environment  for
terrorist organizations to flourish,” had this to say about the Fusion Center report:

As  a  student  of  COINTELPRO,  the government’s  infamous Counter-Intelligence Program
[directed against the Civil Rights Movement in the 1960s], I know what my government is
capable of doing to quash dissent. That’s why I voted against the Patriot Act, worked in
Congress to roll  back the Secret Evidence Act, and introduced legislation to repeal the
Military Commissions Act. I come from a long legacy of activists for justice and freedom
inside this country. I am on the advocacy front lines for peace abroad and justice at home.
But I know that we will not have peace or justice without truth. Truth is the foundation of the
dignity that we seek. Dignity for all is not a threat to the United States.[15]

It has become evident that the response of the American government to the “global political
awakening” within the United States is aimed at demonizing, discrediting, and oppressing
activist groups and political movements. But how far can this oppression go?

Detention Camps for Dissidents?

One startling and deeply concerning development in the area of “Homeland Security” is the
highly  secretive and deliberately  quiet  establishment of  “detention centers”  within  the
United States, designed to house millions of people in the event of an “emergency.” In
2002, Attorney General John Ashcroft “announced [a] desire for camps for U.S. citizens he
deems to  be  ‘enemy combatants’,”  and  that  his  plan  “would  allow him to  order  the
indefinite  incarceration  of  U.S.  citizens  and  summarily  strip  them  of  their  constitutional
rights  and  access  to  the  courts  by  declaring  them  enemy  combatants.”[16]

Also in 2002, it was reported that FEMA, the Federal Emergency Management Agency (now
under the purview of the Department of Homeland Security), was “moving ahead with plans
to create temporary cities that could handle millions of Americans after mass destruction
attacks on U.S. cities.” Newsmax reported that, “FEMA was seeking bids from three major
real estate and/or engineering firms to help prepare for the creation of the emergency cities,
using  tents  and  trailers  –  if  an  urban area  is  attacked by  NBC (nuclear,  chemical  or
biological) weapons.”[17]

In 2006, Dick Cheney’s former company, Halliburton, and its subsidiary company, Kellogg-
Brown & Root (KBR) received a major contract from the Department of Homeland Security
worth $385 million, which was given “to support the Department of Homeland Security’s
(DHS)  U.S.  Immigration  and  Customs  Enforcement  (ICE)  facilities  in  the  event  of  an
emergency.” A press release on KBR’s website stated that:

The contract, which is effective immediately, provides for establishing temporary detention
and processing capabilities to augment existing ICE Detention and Removal Operations
(DRO) Program facilities in the event of an emergency influx of immigrants into the U.S., or
to support the rapid development of new programs.[18]
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Further, it stated that, “The contract may also provide migrant detention support to other
U.S. Government organizations in the event of an immigration emergency, as well as the
development of a plan to react to a national emergency, such as a natural disaster. In the
event of a natural disaster, the contractor could be tasked with providing housing for ICE
personnel performing law enforcement functions in support of relief efforts.”[19]

Within two weeks, “Homeland Security Secretary Michael Chertoff announced that the Fiscal
Year 2007 federal budget would allocate over $400 million to add 6,700 additional detention
beds (an increase of 32 percent over 2006).” As historian and author Peter Dale Scott
reported:

Both the contract and the budget allocation are in partial fulfillment of an ambitious 10-year
Homeland Security strategic plan, code-named ENDGAME, authorized in 2003. According to
a  49-page  Homeland  Security  document  on  the  plan,  ENDGAME  expands  “a  mission  first
articulated in the Alien and Sedition Acts of 1798.” Its goal is the capability to “remove all
removable  aliens,”  including  “illegal  economic  migrants,  aliens  who  have  committed
criminal acts, asylum-seekers (required to be retained by law) or potential terrorists.”[20]

Considering that the government labels anti-war activists, libertarians, progressives, and
other peaceful citizens groups as “extremists,” “paramilitary members” and “terrorists,” this
is especially concerning. In 2008, a former US Congressman wrote an article for the San
Francisco Chronicle in which he warned that, “Since 9/11, and seemingly without the notice
of most Americans, the federal government has assumed the authority to institute martial
law, arrest a wide swath of dissidents (citizen and noncitizen alike), and detain people
without legal or constitutional recourse in the event of ‘an emergency influx of immigrants
in the U.S., or to support the rapid development of new programs’.” He elaborated:

Beginning in 1999, the government has entered into a series of single-bid contracts with
Halliburton  subsidiary  Kellogg,  Brown  and  Root  (KBR)  to  build  detention  camps  at
undisclosed locations within the United States. The government has also contracted with
several companies to build thousands of railcars, some reportedly equipped with shackles,
ostensibly to transport detainees.[21]

As Peter Dale Scott explained:

the contract evoked ominous memories of Oliver North’s controversial Rex-84 “readiness
exercise” in 1984. This called for the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) to
round  up  and  detain  400,000  imaginary  “refugees,”  in  the  context  of  “uncontrolled
population movements” over the Mexican border into the United States. North’s activities
raised civil liberties concerns in both Congress and the Justice Department. The concerns
persist.

“Almost certainly this is preparation for a roundup after the next 9/11 for Mid-Easterners,
Muslims and possibly dissenters,” says Daniel Ellsberg, a former military analyst who in
1971 released the Pentagon Papers, the U.S. military’s account of its activities in Vietnam.
“They’ve already done this on a smaller scale, with the ‘special registration’ detentions of
immigrant men from Muslim countries, and with Guantanamo.”

Plans for detention facilities or camps have a long history, going back to fears in the 1970s
of a national uprising by black militants. As Alonzo Chardy reported in the Miami Herald on
July 5, 1987, an executive order for continuity of government (COG) had been drafted in
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1982  by  FEMA  head  Louis  Giuffrida.  The  order  called  for  “suspension  of  the  Constitution”
and “declaration of martial law.”[22]

More recently, there have been several reported incidents of small towns having major
“detention centers” being built in them which remain empty and maintained for the event of
an “emergency.”  One such facility  is  being proposed for  the  City  of  Italy  to  build  “a
detention  center  for  illegal  immigrants.”[23]  There  was  also  an  effort  to  have  a  detention
center built  in Benson City “to house illegal immigrants.”[24] A major American prison
corporation,  Corplan  Corrections,  “has  been  at  the  center  of  numerous  controversies,
including  a  bizarre  prison-building  scheme in  Hardin,  Montana  that  involved  a  private
military force called American Police Force run by an ex-con. The prison cost the small town
$27 million but never housed any prisoners.” Further, Corplan “has approached city officials
in several towns across the U.S. – Benson, Arizona; Las Cruces, New Mexico; and Weslaco,
Texas – with a proposal to build a new detention center for immigrant families.”[25]

These  facilities,  built  under  the  pretences  of  housing  “illegal  immigrants”  yet  largely
remaining empty, could potentially be used to house not only immigrants, but also Muslims
and “possibly dissenters” following a major emergency, such as an economic collapse or
terrorist attack within the United States. After all, in World War II, Canada and the United
States rounded up Japanese and German immigrants  into  internment  camps.  Again,  it
becomes evident that the response of power structures to the manifestation of the global
political awakening within the United States is to oppress and suppress the people, and with
that, undermine democracy itself.

The Prospects of Revolution

During the first  phase of  the global  economic crisis  in  December of  2008,  the IMF warned
governments of the prospect of “violent unrest on the streets.” The head of the IMF warned
that, “violent protests could break out in countries worldwide if the financial system was not
restructured to  benefit  everyone rather  than a  small  elite.”[26]  Naturally,  the  IMF director
leaves out the fact that he is part of that small elite and that the IMF functions for the
benefit of that very same elite.

In late December of 2008, “A U.S. Army War College report warn[ed] an economic crisis in
the United States could lead to massive civil unrest and the need to call on the military to
restore order.” The report stated that, “Widespread civil violence inside the United States
would force the defense establishment to reorient priorities … to defend basic domestic
order and human security.”[27]

Throughout 2009, there was an abundance of civil unrest, protests and even riots all across
Europe in response to the economic crisis. In February of 2009, Obama’s intelligence chief,
Dennis Blair, the Director of National Intelligence, told the Senate Intelligence Committee
that the economic crisis has become the greatest threat to U.S. national security:

I’d like to begin with the global economic crisis, because it already looms as the most
serious one in decades, if not in centuries … Economic crises increase the risk of regime-
threatening instability if they are prolonged for a one- or two-year period… And instability
can loosen the fragile hold that many developing countries have on law and order, which
can spill out in dangerous ways into the international community.[28]

In other words, the economic crisis poses two major social threats to the “national security”
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(i.e., imperial status) of the United States. Of key importance is that America and other
western  nations  may  lose  control  of  their  colonial  possessions  and  interests  in  the
developing world – Africa, South America and Asia – as the people in those regions, the most
“politically  awakened”  in  the  world,  can  cause  “regime-threatening  instability”  as  the
prospects of riots, rebellion and revolution expose the failure of their national leaders and
governance structures. This would pose an immense threat to the interests of the west in
those regions, as they primarily rely upon local nation-states to control the populations and
resources. Concurrently, these revolts could spread to the developing world. So western
elites are faced with the prospects of possibly losing their control over the world’s resources
and even their  own domestic populations.  The natural  reaction,  in imperial  logic,  is  to
militarize both the foreign and domestic spheres.

No wonder then, that in 2008, the highest-ranking general in the United States, “Adm.
Michael  Mullen,  chairman of  the  Joint  Chiefs  of  Staff,  ranks  the  financial  crisis  as  a  higher
priority  and  greater  risk  to  security  than  current  wars  in  Iraq  and  Afghanistan.”  He
explained,  “It’s  a  global  crisis.  And  as  that  impacts  security  issues,  or  feeds  greater
instability, I think it will impact on our national security in ways that we quite haven’t figured
out yet.”[29]

The head of the World Trade Organization (WTO) warned that, “The global economic crisis
could trigger political unrest equal to that seen during the 1930s.” He elaborated, “The crisis
today  is  spreading  even  faster  (than  the  Great  Depression)  and  affects  more  countries  at
the same time.”[30]

In February of 2009, renowned economic historian and Harvard professor, Niall Ferguson,
predicted  a  “prolonged  financial  hardship,  even  civil  war,  before  the  ‘Great  Recession’
ends,” and that, “The global crisis is far from over, [it] has only just begun, and Canada is no
exception,” he said while at a speaking event in Canada. He explained, “Policy makers and
forecasters  who  see  a  recovery  next  year  are  probably  lying  to  boost  public  confidence,”
while, “the crisis will eventually provoke political conflict.” He further explained:

There will be blood, in the sense that a crisis of this magnitude is bound to increase political
as  well  as  economic  [conflict].  It  is  bound  to  destabilize  some countries.  It  will  cause  civil
wars to break out, that have been dormant. It will topple governments that were moderate
and bring in governments that are extreme. These things are pretty predictable.[31]

Even in May of 2009, the head of the World Bank warned that, “the global economic crisis
could lead to serious social upheaval,” as “there is a risk of a serious human and social crisis
with very serious political implications.”[32] Zbigniew Brzezinski himself warned in February
of  2009 that,  “There’s  going to  be growing conflict  between the classes  and if  people  are
unemployed and really hurting, hell, there could be even riots!”[33]

In March of 2010, Moody’s, a major credit ratings agency, warned that “social unrest” is
coming to the west, as the US, the UK, Germany, France, and Spain “are all at risk of soaring
debt costs and will have to implement austerity plans that threaten ‘social cohesion’.”[34]

In 2007, a British Defence Ministry report was released assessing global trends in the world
over the next 30 years. In assessing “Global Inequality”, the report stated that over the next
30 years:

[T]he gap between rich and poor will probably increase and absolute poverty will remain a
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global challenge… Disparities in wealth and advantage will therefore become more obvious,
with their associated grievances and resentments, even among the growing numbers of
people  who  are  likely  to  be  materially  more  prosperous  than  their  parents  and
grandparents.   Absolute poverty and comparative disadvantage will  fuel  perceptions of
injustice among those whose expectations are not met, increasing tension and instability,
both within and between societies and resulting in expressions of violence such as disorder,
criminality, terrorism and insurgency. They may also lead to the resurgence of not only anti-
capitalist ideologies, possibly linked to religious, anarchist or nihilist movements, but also to
populism and the revival of Marxism.[35]

Further,  the  report  warned  of  the  dangers  to  the  established  powers  of  a  revolution
emerging from the disgruntled middle classes of the west:

The middle classes could become a revolutionary class, taking the role envisaged for the
proletariat by Marx.  The globalization of labour markets and reducing levels of national
welfare provision and employment could reduce peoples’ attachment to particular states. 
The growing gap between themselves and a small  number of  highly visible  super-rich
individuals might fuel disillusion with meritocracy, while the growing urban under-classes
are likely to pose an increasing threat to social order and stability, as the burden of acquired
debt and the failure of pension provision begins to bite.  Faced by these twin challenges, the
world’s middle-classes might unite, using access to knowledge, resources and skills to shape
transnational processes in their own class interest.[36]

From the Old World to the New

So here we are, in the year 2010, the end of the first decade of the 21st century; and what a
century it has been thus far: 9/11, a recession, the war on Afghanistan, the “war on terror”,
the war on Iraq, terrorist attacks in Bali, Madrid, London and all across the Middle East; the
war on Somalia, the Congo Civil War (the deadliest conflict since World War II, with upwards
of 6 million innocent civilians killed since 1996); the Russia-Georgia war, the expansion of
the war into Pakistan, the election of Barack Obama, the global economic crisis and here we
are.

All of human history is the story of the struggle of free humanity – the individual and the
collective  –  against  the  constructs  of  power,  which  sought  to  dominate  and  control
humanity.  From humanity’s  origins  in  Africa,  civilizations rose and fell,  dominated and
decimated. From Ancient Egypt to Greece and Rome, the Chinese dynasties, the Mayans
and Aztecs, all sought domination of land and people. The Persian Empire and the Ottoman
Empire  expanded  and  controlled  vast  populations  and  diverse  people;  and  with  the
emergence of Capitalism came the emergence of the European powers.

For the past 500 years, Europe and America have dominated the world; and in fact, only in
the last 65 years has America dominated the globe. The Peace of Westphalia was signed in
1648, ending the Thirty Years’ War in the Holy Roman Empire and the Eighty Years’ War
between  Spain  and  the  Republic  of  the  Seven  United  Netherlands.  This  agreement
effectively  ended  the  Holy  Roman  Empire,  and  marked  the  emergence  of  the  idea  of  the
modern nation-state. University studies in International Relations begin with the Peace of
Westphalia, as it is viewed as the beginning of the international system we know today.

Out of this emerged the great European empires: the Portuguese, the Spanish, the Dutch,
and  later  the  French,  British  and  German  empires,  which  created  the  first  global  political
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economy  with  the  Atlantic  Slave  Trade,  trading  weapons  and  goods  in  exchange  for
captured slaves, fueling internal civil wars among the large African empires to feed them a
supply of slaves which they then took to the Americas to use as a labour force. That labour
force would produce goods taken back to Europe, traded among the world’s empires, and
ultimately  financing  the  continued  flow  of  weapons  into  Africa.  It  was  a  triangular  trade
between Europe,  Africa and the Americas.  At  this  time, the notion of  ‘race’  originated
through a series of legal decisions made in the colonies.

In  the 1600s,  the colonies  in  the Americas  were made up of  white,  Indian and black
indentured labourers  and slaves,  both ‘un-free blacks and whites,  with blacks being a
minority, yet they still “exercised basic rights in law.” A problem arose for elites attempting
to control the labour class: the un-free native labour force knew the land and could escape
easily (so they would later be largely eliminated through genocide); and in the 1660s, the
labour class was becoming rebellious, where black and white labourers worked together and
rebelled against local elites. The entire lower class of society was united – regardless of their
varied and expansive differences – and they were united against the elites. Thus, a doctrine
of  ‘divide and conquer’  was implemented against  the psycho-social  foundations of  the
people.[37]

The elite “relaxed the servitude” of the white labourers, and “intensified the bonds of black
slavery,” and subsequently “introduced a new regime of racial oppression. In doing so, they
effectively created the white race – and with it white supremacy.” Thus, “the conditions of
white  and  black  servants  began  to  diverge  considerably  after  1660.”  Following  this,
legislation would separate white and black slavery, prevent “mixed” marriages, and seek to
prevent the procreation of “mixed-race” children. Whereas before 1660, many black slaves
were not indentured for life, this changed as colonial law increasingly “imposed lifetime
bondage for black servants –  and,  especially significant,  the curse of  lifetime servitude for
their offspring.”[38]

A central feature of the social construction of this racial divide was “the denial of the right to
vote,” as most Anglo-American colonies previously allowed free blacks to vote, but this
slowly  changed  throughout  the  colonies.  The  ruling  class  of  America  was  essentially
“inventing race.” Thus, “Freedom was increasingly identified with race, not class.”[39]

In 1648, the nation-state emerged; in 1660, racism was created through legal decisions; and
in 1694, the Bank of England was created and the birth of the central banking system took
place. All of these were essentially ‘social constructions’ – nation, race, currency – in which
they are simply ideas that are accepted as reality. A nation is not a physical entity, race has
no true basis for discrimination or hierarchy, and a currency has no actual value. They only
hold as true because everyone accepts them as true.

From this period of immense transition, European imperial nations dominated the world;
racism  justified  their  domination,  and  central  banks  dominated  the  empires  at  home  and
abroad. The 1800s saw the Industrial Revolution, which instigated the decline of slavery and
the emergence of paid labour and hourly wages. Eventually, the notion of ‘race science’
emerged within the eugenics movement, originating in Europe, and later migrating to the
United States in the late 19th century. This helped justify the ‘Scramble for Africa’, which
began in  the  1880s and entailed  the  European empires  formally  colonizing  the entire
continent of Africa, carving it into nations among them, but justifying it on the basis of a
racist “civilizing mission.”
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The European imperial age declined with World War I, a battle of empires and economies.
This led to the collapse of many European empires as well as the Ottoman and Russian
empires, with the emergence of the Soviet Union as well as nation-states in the Middle East.
The emergence of fascism took root in the 1920s and 30s, and grew to coalesce in World
War  II,  which  led  to  the  ultimate  decline  of  the  British  and French empires,  and the
emergence of the American empire.

America  became the  engine  of  empire  for  the  Atlantic  community,  Europe  and  North
America. It created and ran international organizations allowing for transnational elites to
share power among an increasingly global – an increasingly smaller – group of elites. The
World,  for  nearly  fifty  years,  was  defined  as  a  global  struggle  between  Communism  and
Democracy – between the Soviet Union and the West. This historical myth hides the face of
global domination: a struggle between two blocs for global domination of the world’s people
and resources.

With the end of the Cold War came the emergence of the New World Order, a world in which
there was only one global power: the United States. I was born shortly before the Berlin Wall
came down, and I developed a memory only after the Soviet Union collapsed; the only world
I know is the one in which the United States has been the only global power. I know only the
era of ‘globalization’ and the promises it made my generation. Think of the effect upon the
youth this great period of transition will have.

The history of humanity is one of constant change, sometimes slow and incremental, at
other times rapid and expansive. Today, we are in a period in which we are seeing a
convergence of never-before-seen global realities. The population of the world has never
been so monumentally large – at 6.8 billion – and among the global population, for the first
time in human history, there is a true “global political awakening.” This does not mean that
everyone is correct in their views, but it does mean that the world’s people are thinking and
acting – even if incidentally or unknowingly – about the global polity. This is most especially
so in the areas where the Atlantic world has dominated for so long, as they have been
subjected to poverty, racism, and war like no other people on earth. Their ‘awakening’ was
forced upon them, and the west is now having its awakening forced upon it.

At our current position, we are about to undergo a global historical period of transition, the
likes of  which has never before been seen.  The incremental  and slow building ‘global
political  awakening’  that emerged around the world in the past century,  is  reaching a
precipice and rapid expansion at the beginning of the 21st century. Global power has never
been so centralized, with international institutions and systems of global governance holding
authority over several realms of humanity. We are partaking in global wars seeking to
dominate populations and control resources, democracy is eroding in the west, and wealth
disparities have never been so great in all of human history.

For the first time in the last 500 years, the East has risen – with China and India – as new
global  powers,  rising  within  the  system  not  against  it;  marking  the  first  time  that  nation-
states have not risen against the global power, but with the global power. China and India
are  being  brought  within  a  new  global  political  and  economic  system  that  is  being
constructed: a global totalitarian system of continental colonies to a global state. In 1998,
then Secretary-General of NATO, Javier Solana, gave a speech in which he said:

It  is  my general  contention  that  humanity  and democracy –  two principles  essentially
irrelevant to the original Westphalian order – can serve as guideposts in crafting a new
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international  order,  better  adapted to the security  realities,  and challenges,  of  today’s
Europe.[40]

Further, he explained, “the Westphalian system had its limits. For one, the principle of
sovereignty  it  relied  on  also  produced the  basis  for  rivalry,  not  community  of  states;
exclusion, not integration.” Thus, to truly have global power, the international system of
nation-states  must  be  ‘re-imagined’  and  altered:  first,  into  continental  governance
structures, and ultimately a global structure. As Solana said, “In the United Nations, the
ideal  of  a  global  institution  including all  nations  became a  reality,”  and “the  ideal  of
European integration was set in motion.” He elaborated:

But an integral part of the evolution of the Atlantic Alliance was the idea of reconciliation:
the  integration  of  our  militaries,  the  common  project  of  collective  defence,  and  the
willingness to work towards a common approach to defend the Alliance’s common values.

Unfortunately, also out of the same ashes of the second world war emerged the East-West
confrontation that left Europe deeply divided for more than four decades. As our century
comes to an end, we at last have the opportunity to overcome this division and to set free
all the creative energies this continent can muster to build the new security order which will
lead us into the 21st century.[41]

It is a difficult balancing act for global powers – particularly the United States – to manage
the integration of China into the ‘new world order’,  while simultaneously both of them
compete for control of global resources, located primarily in regions of the world which are
experiencing the most rapid and extensive ‘awakening’. The imperial mindset – like that of
Brzezinski’s – seeks to rationalize global power as being equated with ‘global stability’, and
that without empire, there is only ‘chaos’. Thus, imperial logic dictates that America must
seek to dominate as much of  the world as fast  as possible,  and hence control  global
resources, which will allow it to determine the terms of China and other powers’ inclusion in
the new world order. This has the potential to spark a global war – a World War III type of
scenario  between  the  NATO  powers  and  the  China-Russia  alliance  –  the  Shanghai
Cooperation Organization (SCO) – who seek to share power, not to be dominated. Global
populations at home and abroad have never been so challenging to control: global war is
inevitable in the imperial mindset. As Brzezinski himself stated in a speech to Chatham
House in London in 2009:

But these major world powers, new and old, also face a novel reality: while the lethality of
their military might is greater than ever, their capacity to impose control over the politically
awakened masses of the world is at a historic low. To put it bluntly: in earlier times, it was
easier to control one million people than to physically kill one million people; today, it is
infinitely easier to kill one million people than to control one million people.[42]

In many people’s view of the global economic crisis, the problem was ‘greed’. Greed is not
the problem, it  is  but a symptom of the disease that is ‘power’;  which, like a cancer,
expands and kills its host. Humanity is entering what will likely be the most turbulent period
in human history. The future is not yet written; all that is certain is that everything will
change. What it comes down to is the greatest human struggle in the history of our small
little planet: the struggle of the world’s people – in every corner of the world, from every
religion, ‘race’, ethnicity, ideology, language, sex, gender and variation – against a global
power elite who control the most advanced, technological, and lethal tools of oppression
every conceived. Make no mistake, we are not repeating history, we are making it.
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The Power of Ideas

Our awakening is the greatest threat to these global elites, and it  is our only hope of
protecting any notions of freedom, liberty, family, equality and individuality. It  is these
notions that have led to and created the greatest developments and ideas in human history.
Humanity’s best is within these concepts, and its worst is within power. The shame of
humanity is within its systems of power, so for humanity to survive we must re-imagine and
remodel our global system and global power.

We cannot design a society for humanity without taking into consideration human nature. If
you build it, they will come. If we keep creating positions of great power, and continually
globalize power, it will attract exactly the wrong type of people to those positions of power:
the ones that want it and want to abuse the power. These people are more likely to get to
these positions of power because they are willing to do anything to get there, which means
that once they have it, they will do anything to maintain and expand it. And so power grows,
and the cancer spreads. Imagine if Hitler’s rise to power took place not in the era of nation-
states, but in the era of the ‘global state.’ All that is required is one tyrant, and humanity is
nothing if not proof that there are always tyrants in waiting.

What is a nation? Is it an army, a flag, an anthem, or a building of government? A nation is
an idea – and is constructed by a series of ideas. There is no ‘real’ border, it is an imaginary
line, and everyone in the world pretends they are there, and nation-states (which are really
people who are in control of these ideas), govern accordingly. Now we are in a period in
which elites are attempting to re-imagine the international community, to erase the ‘idea’ of
borders, and to ultimately re-program humanity to follow their example. Social planners
seek to control not simply our land, resources and bodies, but most importantly, our minds.
World government will be sold to us on the ‘ideas’ of peace, something all of humanity
wants;  all  save  the  powerful,  for  war  and  conflict  is  the  means  through  which  power  is
accumulated  and  society  is  transformed.

True peace will never be possible with a singular global power structure; for once power is
globally centralized, what more can the powerful seek to achieve? Thus, the powerful fight
each other  for  control  of  the centralized authority,  paranoia  governs  their  minds,  and
distrust and hatred directs their actions. Power subsequently becomes its own worst enemy,
as it eats away at its host and destroys the body within which it lives.

True peace can only come from human understanding. Free humanity must understand
each other if we are to live among each other. We cannot any longer view each other
through  the  lenses  of  power:  through  the  media,  government,  economic,  and  social
structures.  These structures are designed with the intent  to mislead and misrepresent
people, they are illegitimate and must be considered as such. We must view and understand
each other on a human level: on ideas of freedom, liberty, family, equality and individually.
To achieve that understanding, one realizes that freedom must be for all or none, that
liberty is not to be selective, the importance of family, the necessity of equality and the
acceptance and celebration of individuality.  With that,  peace is inevitable.  With power,
peace is impossible.

Just as elites seek to re-imagine and recreate our world, we too, can do the same. This must
begin  with  the  human  understanding,  where  we  enter  into  a  new  Renaissance  or
Enlightenment, not western, but global; where the people communicate and interact with
each other on a personal basis, not through elite structures. This must be the aim of the
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global political awakening: to achieve peace through peaceful means. If everyone in the
world simply decided to no longer acknowledge people and positions of power, that power
would vanish. If there is no army, because the soldiers decided to no longer recognize the
government, there is no one to pull the trigger on people in the street.

I think, therefore I am. If I think I am free, I will become free. But while an individual can do
this, it does not work if everyone doesn’t do it. This requires all people, everywhere, to work
together, talk together, learn together, think together and act together. We can either do
this now, or potentially be subdued for decades if not longer. If we do not achieve global
peace and freedom for all people, if we do not understand each other, power will win, at
least for a while. What is important to note is that the emergence of a technetronic society
reduces the need for people, as technology can watch, listen, control and kill people with
the push of a button. We are also in danger of becoming a docile, tranquilized society, lost in
drugs – whether recreational or even more notably, pharmaceutical. We must avoid entering
into a ‘brave new world’, and instead bravely construct a different world.

From the militarization of domestic society, it would appear as if we are moving into a world
quite reminiscent of George Orwell’s 1984, in which the world is divided into a few major
regional blocs that war against each other and terrorize their populations through acts of
physical terror and total surveillance (“Big Brother”). This is but a phase and evolution into
the  final  stage  –  the  grand  idea  –  or  as  Aldous  Huxley  referred  to  it,  “The  Ultimate
Revolution”:  the  global  scientific  dictatorship.  That  will  be  the  focus  of  the  third  and  final
part in this series.

This is Part 2 of the series, “The Technological Revolution and the Future of Freedom.“

Part 1: The Global Political Awakening and the New World Order

Andrew  Gavin  Marshall  is  a  Research  Associate  with  the  Centre  for  Research  on
Globalization (CRG), and is studying Political Economy and History in Canada. He is co-
editor, with Michel Chossudovsky, of the recent book, “The Global Economic Crisis: The
Great Depression of the XXI Century,” available to order at Globalresearch.ca.
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