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Global Research Editor’'s Note

This article published by Global research on March 15, 2011 focuses on the chronology of an
impending catastrophe.

We recall that the first explosion was on March 11, 2011 at Reactor 1 of the Fukushima
Daiichi plant.

“A hydrogen explosion caused by nuclear fuel rods overheating and then
coming into contact with water collapsed the outside walls and roof of
containment vessel.”

A second explosion occurred the following day at Reactor No. 3.

A third explosion also on March 13 occurred at Reactor 2.

“The emergency cooling system at Unit 2 was damaged during the Unit 3 blast,
resulting in the uranium fuel rods at 2 becoming dangerously, and completely,
exposed for a number of hours.”

The fourth explosion occurred the following day, on March 14 at Reactor 4 :

“Spent nuclear fuel in the reactor heated up, creating hydrogen and triggered
a hydrogen explosion. Officials now admit that radiation levels are harmful to
human health.”

Two years later, the crisis is by no means over.

There are ongoing dangers of radioactive groundwater from flowing from the damaged
Fukushima Daiichi plant into the Pacific ocean.

“record cesium level has been detected in a fish in the area. The Asahi
Shimbun newspaper has reported [March 2013] that a greenling registered
510,000 becquerels per kilogram. That’s 5,100 times the Japanese
government’s standard.
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A rockfish caught in the area in mid-February contained 277,000 becquerels
per kilogram.

Michel Chossudovsky, March 9, 2013

In a deepening tragedy, after an earthquake and tsunami caused four explosions at nuclear
reactor plants in Japan, most of those who evacuated the area headed south, since winds
normally would have pushed the radioactive clouds to the north and east. Instead, winds
pushed the r-clouds south, according to The Australian. The shift in winds now threatens
Hawaii with fallout from the Fukushima nuclear facilities.
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Officials finally admit radiation has reached lethal levels in the area surrounding the
explosions. Tokyo, 200 miles to the south, is also seeing higher levels of radiation.
“[Albnormal radiation and traces of radioactive elements were detected around Greater
Tokyo, the world’s most populous metropolitan region with 36 million people.”

The paper also noted that “Hong Kong, The Philippines, Singapore and South Korea began
testing Japanese food imports for radiation yesterday.”

Reactor No. 1. First explosion, March 11 at Fukushima Daiichi plant on east coast, 200 miles
north of Tokyo. A hydrogen explosion caused by nuclear fuel rods overheating and then
coming into contact with water collapsed the outside walls and roof of containment vessel.
Hourly radiation leaking from Fukushima is equal to amount permitted in one year, official
tells Kyodo. The nuclear agency says that they have detected cesium and iodine outside the
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unit, which certainly indicates fuel melting at the very least. Noriyuki Shikata, Dir. of
Communitions for Prime Minister tweets: Blast was caused by accumulated hydrogen
combined with oxygen in the space between container and outer structure. No damage to
container. (BradBlog citing several sources)

Reactor No. 3. Second explosion, March 12 Containment vessel housing the fuel rods was
not breached, per officials. Explosion damaged the reactor building, but not the nuclear
containment vessel. The Fukushima facility began using MOX (mixed oxide) fuel last
September, becoming the third plant in Japan to do so. MOX fuel has a lower melting point
than the other fuels and contains plutonium, making it more volatile and toxic than the fuel
used in other reactors. (Also see BradBlog and CLG, collected here.)

Reactor No. 2. Third explosion, March 13 The emergency cooling system at Unit 2 was
damaged during the Unit 3 blast, resulting in the uranium fuel rods at 2 becoming
dangerously, and completely, exposed for a number of hours. Containment vessel is
damaged, radiation leak feared. Bottom of containment vessel blows. There are several
containers around the nuclear fuel for the reactor. The fuel itself is inside rods, which are, in
turn, inside a steal and concrete container vessel, currently filled — or partially filled, in this
case — with sea water, to try to cool the fuel rods. If the container vessel, “the last line of
defense from keeping the radioactivity from being released,” has been damaged by the
explosion, fuel and radioactivity could leak into the environment. (BradBlog and CLG,
collected here.)

Reactor No. 4. Fourth explosion, March 14 Spent nuclear fuel in the reactor heated up,
creating hydrogen and triggered a hydrogen explosion. Officials now admit that radiation
levels are harmful to human health. (Washington’s Blog citing several sources.)

BBC reports “Japanese engineer Masashi Goto, who helped design the containment vessel
for Fukushima’s reactor core, says the design was not enough to withstand earthquakes or
tsunami ...” MSNBC notes there are 23 virtually-identical reactors in the U.S. built by
General Electric.

This global catastrophe highlights the lunacy of building nuclear power plants on an island
that sees 1,500 earthquakes a year.
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