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A social culture where perception of others is not conditioned by skin tone is obtainable. In
the  process  of  getting  there,  a  system of  law  with  no  impunity  for  racism and  with
exemplary punishment for agents of the state in contravention is essential.

A court will judge whether there was intent to kill George Floyd; what is absolutely apparent
is there was certainly no intent by the police to preserve his life or health. It is also plain that
the force used was wildly  disproportionate for  the alleged offence.  It  is  further  undeniable
that police violence in the USA impacts particularly on black people, and that in dealing with
black people the police act with an arrogance founded on anticipated impunity. The societal
change whereby the majority of adults have camera phones at the ready has given a new
power of resistance to the public in this regard. That must be reinforced by exemplary
sentencing.

The law currently takes the opposite approach:

If a police officer unlawfully harms a citizen, the officer is subject to assault or
homicide charges—no different  than if  the officer committed these crimes off
duty.  [2]  However,  if  a  citizen unlawfully  harms a police officer,  the citizen is
automatically subject to aggravated assault or aggravated homicide charges,
which  carry  more  severe  punishment.  [3]  In  fact,  some states  make  the
intentional killing of an on-duty officer a capital offense. [4] Enhanced charges
in police encounters are thus asymmetrical. They only apply if a citizen harms
an officer but not if an officer harms a citizen.

Police who kill in the course of their duties are given every latitude by the courts and far
lower  sentences  than  others  who  kill.  That  attitude  needs  to  reverse.  Police  need  to
understand that their duty to protect and deal fairly embraces both the alleged victim and
the alleged criminal. Breach of this public duty to protect should be an aggravating factor
when the police kill,  and sentences should be stiffer than for the general public. There are
moments in public discourse where you need to come down off the fence and decide which
side you are on; I am on the side of Black Lives Matter.

Here are two murdered men who have even less chance of receiving justice than George
Floyd.
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There  is  a  stark  contrast  between the  justified international  outrage at  Floyd’s  death,  and
the unremarked killing of just a couple more Palestinians. I recommend this twitter thread
by the ever excellent Ben White, and the links it gives. Ben does not mention that Iyad, on
the left, was on his way to classes for those with special needs when he was chased and
gunned down by Israeli soldiers.

This may surprise you. The police in the USA have less impunity for killings than the police in
the UK.

Even as straightforward a case as the murder of Jean Charles De Menezes, who did nothing
wrong whatsoever, brought no action against the police in the UK. The killing of Sheku
Bayoh in Fife had obvious parallels with that of George Floyd, yet nobody was charged. 457
people have died in police custody since 1998, from all causes. From 2005-2015 10% of 294
deaths were “restraint related”. That is 30 people in the UK in ten years who have died at
the  hands  of  police  in  much the  same way George Floyd died.  That  figure  excludes  those
shot by the police.

Not one British policeman has been convicted of an unlawful killing in all these deaths. – not
one. The last British policeman convicted was in 1969. That is what I call real impunity.

https://twitter.com/benabyad/status/1266658256849690624
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-scotland-edinburgh-east-fife-50365383
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/655710/Deaths_in_police_custody_A_review_of_the_international_evidence.pdf
https://www.opendemocracy.net/en/opensecurity/deaths-in-british-police-custody-no-convicted-officers-since-1969/
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And that is without examining the similar impunity enjoyed even by private contractors in
the UK responsible for the many deaths in the prison system and in immigration detention.

Impunity is a major problem all round the world, and everywhere it enables disproportionate
use of state violence against minorities. But it is most sinister in a state like the United
Kingdom, where the support of the prosecutorial and judicial institutions of the state for
those who enforce the state’s monopoly of violence is absolute, and where the public are so
conditioned to the power of the state they do not even notice the impunity.

The United Kingdom is full of people, right now, looking at the images of unrest from the
USA and telling each other that the way the police kill black people in the USA is terrible. We
do not process that in the UK law enforcement officers enjoy still  greater impunity than in
the USA.
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