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Prof. Kari Polyani Levitt: Regaining Canada’s
Sovereignty: June 14, 2023 We Celebrate Kari’s
100th Birthday

By Kari Polanyi Levitt and Michael Welch
Global Research, June 14, 2023

Region: Canada, USA
Theme: Global Economy, History, Police

State & Civil Rights

This weekend,  friends and family will be meeting up in Montreal to celebrate Kari Polyani
Levitt’s 100th birthday.

While Kari’s health is fragile, she remains firm in her incisive understanding and analysis of
World events, committed to national sovereignty and fundamental human rights. 

She constitutes a powerful voice in the understanding and analysis of  US hegemony and
the global political economy.

Her first book published in 1970 entitled,  Silent Surrender: The Multinational Corporation in
Canada. predicted with foresight more than half a century ago, what is happening today.

“First published in 1970, Silent Surrender helped educate a generation of students
about Canadian political economy. Kari Polyani Levitt details the historical background
of foreign investments in Canada, their acceleration since World War II, and the nature
of intrusions by multinational corporations into a sovereign state”.

More than fifty years later, this is her message to Canadians: 

“Well,  yes,  I  think those of  us who were concerned about  the way in  which
Canadian business was selling themselves out to American multinationals,  we
were concerned that it would lead to a loss of sovereignty.

And I think it has. It has happened. We have less sovereignty than we had some
time ago.” (Kari Polyani Levitt, June 30, 2021)

Long Live Kari Polyani Levitt

***

Below is the transcript of her July 2021 interview with Michael Welch on the Global Research
News Hour.
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Kari Polanyi Levitt focused her attention on how Canada is losing its sovereignty and its
independence on the world stage and on how we might be able to claim the soul of a proud
nation once again.

\Click to download the audio (MP3 format)

Transcript- Interview with Professor Polanyi Levitt, June 30, 2021

Global Research: Since you wrote your book 50 years ago to the present, there seems
to have been more integration between our two countries, right?

Kari Polanyi Levitt: There has been, yes.

GR: I mean is it something that you may have foreseen way back when? Or is this
more of a, I mean, from the time you wrote that book to today, is this pretty much the
kind of result you would have expected?

KPL:  Well,  yes,  I  think those of  us who were concerned about the way in which
Canadian business was selling themselves out to American multinationals, we were
concerned that  it  would lead to a loss of  sovereignty.  And I  think it  has.  It  has
happened. We have less sovereignty than we had some time ago.

GR: The growth since that time, I mean, we’ve had their Free Trade Agreements,
right? In the 1980s the Canada US Free Trade Agreement, the NAFTA, and we had
military…our militaries became more and more tightly connected. Which strengthened
continentalism even further. Where all of these separate decisions just added onto US
investments to increase US control of Canada or was it part of the same pattern. First
you increase investment then you try more and more integration— 

 

KPL: I would think, yes, part of the same pattern.

http://www.radio4all.net/responder.php/download/109183/120222/131785/?url=http://www.radio4all.net/files/scottprice666@hotmail.com/4319-1-Canada_Day_Summer_2021.mp3
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GR: Yeah, so are you saying that, what I’m asking is, how far back had the various
stages of integration been planned? Is it kind of like a timeline where you say, now
this, and then, and then we’re going to throw in a Free Trade Agreement when the
time is right? Or did this idea of free trade and then other aspects of integration just
sort of come along when the time was right?

KPL: Well, the Free Trade Agreement of the kind we’re talking about were a global
phenomenon they were not unique to Canada. But we had what they like to call
globalization which really meant they… the power of international capital, particularly
the financial capital. What I would like us to talk about is that as we are approaching
Canada Day and many people are questioning whether they should celebrate or rather
concern themselves about the phenomenon of the residential schools and the young
people in the unmarked graves. I like to talk about the present and what happened
since I wrote that book. It is an important book. And it remains important.

GR: Well for certain, I mean, in 2021 we are recognizing now that the residential
schools have definitely had a, have been a horrific part of our past. But have we really
come to the point where…is something special happening now, or are we just seeing
our  whole,  are  we  just  seeing  our  whole…  just  finding  a  way  of  shifting  our
dependence on the residential schools to something else. Because it seems as if, for
all the acco–… everything that the prime minister is saying, Indigenous peoples are
still being subjected to brutal things like the higher-than-average representation in the
jails for example. What is your take on that?

KPL: The fact is that the way that this country was built, it was built by, by people who
saw the Indigenous people in a very negative way. And the residential schools would
never have happened if it were not part of the culture of this country. And I think
many people are seeing that this is regrettable and bad. And that something should be
done to improve the relationship between the settler communities that constitute the
Canadian population and the Indigenous people.

GR: Yeah, do you…do the signs show that we are going to be going in that direction?

KPL: I’m not sure. There are obviously an increasing number of Canadians who are
only now learning about this, and they are concerned. But to tell you the truth, when
you called me about discussing foreign policy, I thought that’s what we were going to
do. And what I think is that Canada, in many ways, has a good name in the world but
we are not acting on our own initiative. We are following in the wake of the United
States in foreign policy. And I think that this is a very dangerous situation because no
matter how much I consider the existence of challenges facing humanity, one of them
is how to prevent ourselves from engaging in mutual destruction by the use of atomic
weapons.  And  because  we  are  a  party  to  NATO,  Canada  is  not  following  an
independent foreign policy but his only going along with whatever is  the current
concern of the United States. I would like us to exert our independence, and that is
one of the advantages of having nations.

GR: The military is…there’s no clear division between the militaries, but can you see
the nation in any way…I mean are we so united that we can’t break loose even if we
wanted to? I mean, when it comes to votes at the UN on nuclear missiles or anything
like that, I mean do we even have the power any more to stand up against the United
States?
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KPL: We have as much or as little as we ever had before. We don’t have less. Although
the scandal of the residential schools is a negative. It reduces the legitimacy with
which Canada can play a role on the international stage. It’s a blot on our record. And
for all kinds of good reasons, something has to be done. But I am thinking about is
more, what could Canada do as a medium power in the world with a good reputation,
and its sort of commitment to the United Nations. And I think that we should examine
what has been our foreign policy.

GR:  Is  there  a  particular  foreign  policy  where  we  could  start  expressing  our
independent way of thinking that we could distance ourselves from the United States?

KPL: Well, the obvious one is the field of diplomacy, I mean, we had developed a lot of
independent economic and political relations with China, which is the up-and-coming
power in the next century.

GR: What about in terms of military policy, getting out of any relationship with the
United States on shooting down missiles, well basically what NORAD does, you know,
is that something we could even break out of?

KPL: Well, maybe so, but I think more to the point, we should develop our independent
relations with other countries. What is clear, is that in the world, that we have to have
a… what do they call it again…a world order that is multinational. In other words,
there are a number of legitimate political entities in this world who have to be included
in a multi-polar world. And that multi-polar world would include China and the United
States and Canada. But we should be included, not as a satellite of the United States,
but on our own independence. And I think we have, we, the government of Canada
made a big mistake in acceding to this demand by the Americans to arrest the lady
representing the very important IT company. That was a…because what she was
accused of was a violation of US sanctions again Iran, and this is not a criminal act in
Canadian law, because Canada did not agree to sanctions against Iran. So that was a
big mistake, and it  was done entirely because our government said,  under some
compulsion to act in the way that it did. There was a compulsion to play a subsidiary
role regarding relation with the US. And we have done huge damage to Canada’s
relationship with China and there are individuals now, Canadian individuals in China
who are paying the price.

GR: I know that…there’s an election coming up possibly this fall, I’m wondering if your
views on Canada’s  need to  distinguish itself  could  possibly  play any role  in  this
election and who would you need more inclined to vote towards?

KPL:  I  don’t  know…I  couldn’t  announce  it.  I  know  I  would  not  vote  for  the
Conservatives. I do not trust them. So, I don’t know yet who I’m going to vote for. But
what I would like to see the Government of Canada do is to take some initiative in the
matter of banning new nuclear weapons. And there was a motion introduced in the
General Assembly of the UN some months ago to that effect. And Canada shamefully
did not express an opinion in favour of what is clearly the popular view of the majority
of member states of the UN.

GR: Kari Polanyi Levitt, I really appreciate everything you’ve had to say today, and I
know that we’re kind of getting to the end of her time, but I just wanted to offer you
the opportunity to close with any thoughts that you may have that you, that we as



| 5

Canadians can be more alert to as we move forward toward and beyond the next
election.

KPL:  Well,  I  think that Canada should certainly consider its  membership of  NATO
because, the North Atlantic Treaty Organization, and it is a military alliance and in
recent years it has been involved in military conflicts in the regions of the Middle East
which are having really nothing to do with the North Atlantic. And I don’t think that…. I
think we have to, we should reconsider, and the reasons why it might be difficult for
the Canadian government to take a position against nuclear weapons is precisely
because North America is so closely integrated with the US, and the US would never
never agree to that request. I think I will just leave it there.

GR: Professor Polanyi Levitt I think we’ve come to the end, and I wanted to know how,
I feel extremely privileged to have this conversation with you, and I wish you all the
best in your coming years.

KPL: That is very kind of you, thank you. And I really like the work that Global Research
is doing. I disagree with them about some things, about global warming, but that’s it,
a minor disagreement, in my opinion. And one other thing. In order as a Canadian I
can again feel proud of, to be a national of this country, our government has to take
some action, whether it’s in the area of international diplomacy or some other area,
because I do not see it as accountable to be only ashamed of the Government of
Canada for what they have done relationship with the Indigenous people. I would like
to feel good about the country, which has a lot of good things going for it.

GR: Yeah, that’s a good way to close going into Canada Day. So that’s…Well, you take
care and again thank you so much for this interview.

KPL: Thank you!

Kari Polanyi Levitt  (born June 14,  1923 in Vienna,   is  a Professor (Emerita)  of
Economics at McGill University, Montreal. 

Kari is an outstanding economist and geopolitical analysis, committed to economic
sovereignty and the alleviation of poverty and social inequalities Worldwide. She is the
daughter of Karl Polanyi.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Karl_Polanyi
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Si lent  Surrender:  The
Multinational Corporation in Canada 

by Kari Polyani Levitt 

 
Click link to order from Amazon
 
First published in 1970, Silent Surrender helped educate a generation of students about
Canadian  political  economy.  Kari  Levitt  details  the  historical  background  of  foreign
investments in Canada, their acceleration since World War II, and the nature of intrusions by
multinational corporations into a sovereign state.
.
Silent Surrender was prophetic in predicting that the ultimate consequence of relinquishing
control of the Canadian economy to United States business interests would be political
disintegration  through  the  balkanization  of  the  country  and  its  eventual  piecemeal
absorption into the American imperial system. Republished with a new preface by noted
scholar Mel Watkins and a postscript by the author, Silent Surrender’s basic argument and
underlying economic analysis remain remarkably fresh, particularly the question of whether
cultural integration into continental American life has proceeded to a point where Canada is
no longer a meaningful national community.
 
 
 

The original source of this article is Global Research
Copyright © Kari Polanyi Levitt and Michael Welch, Global Research, 2023

https://www.amazon.ca/Silent-Surrender-Multinational-Corporation-Canada/dp/0773523111
https://www.amazon.ca/Silent-Surrender-Multinational-Corporation-Canada/dp/0773523111
https://www.amazon.ca/Silent-Surrender-Multinational-Corporation-Canada/dp/0773523111
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/kari-polanyi-levitt
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/michaelwelch


| 7

Comment on Global Research Articles on our Facebook page

Become a Member of Global Research

Articles by: Kari Polanyi Levitt
and Michael Welch

Disclaimer: The contents of this article are of sole responsibility of the author(s). The Centre for Research on Globalization will
not be responsible for any inaccurate or incorrect statement in this article. The Centre of Research on Globalization grants
permission to cross-post Global Research articles on community internet sites as long the source and copyright are
acknowledged together with a hyperlink to the original Global Research article. For publication of Global Research articles in
print or other forms including commercial internet sites, contact: publications@globalresearch.ca
www.globalresearch.ca contains copyrighted material the use of which has not always been specifically authorized by the
copyright owner. We are making such material available to our readers under the provisions of "fair use" in an effort to advance
a better understanding of political, economic and social issues. The material on this site is distributed without profit to those
who have expressed a prior interest in receiving it for research and educational purposes. If you wish to use copyrighted
material for purposes other than "fair use" you must request permission from the copyright owner.
For media inquiries: publications@globalresearch.ca

https://www.facebook.com/GlobalResearchCRG
https://store.globalresearch.ca/member/
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/kari-polanyi-levitt
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/michaelwelch
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca
https://www.globalresearch.ca
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca

