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President al-Assad: “We Will Liberate every Inch of
the Syrian Land”
Interview with French Media: "Everything in the World is Changing Regarding
Syria…Our Mission, According to the Constitution and Laws is to Liberate every
Inch of the Syrian Land"
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President Bashar al-Assad has said that everything in the world is changing regarding Syria
on every level, the local, the regional, and the international.

In a statement given to the French media,  President al-Assad added that our mission,
according to the constitution and according to the laws, that we have to liberate every inch
of the Syrian land.

Following is the full context of the statement:

Question 1: Mr. President, you have just met a French delegation of MPs. Do you think this
visit will have an influence on the French position about Syria?

President Assad: This is a French question. We hope that any delegation that would come
here is to see the truth about what is happening in Syria during the last years, since the
beginning of the war six years ago, and the problem now, regarding France in particular, is
that they don’t have an embassy, they don’t have any relation with Syria at all, so it’s like…
we can say it’s a blind state. How can you forge a policy towards a certain region if you can’t
see, if you’re blind? You need to see. The importance of those delegations is that they
represent the eyes of the states, but that depends on the state; do they want to see, or they
want to keep adopting the ostrich policy and they don’t want to tell the truth, because now
everything in the world is changing regarding Syria on every level, the local, the regional,
and the international.  Until  this  moment,  the French administration hasn’t  changed its
position, they still speak the old language which is disconnected from our reality. That’s why
we have a hope that there’s someone in the state who wants to listen to these delegations,
to the facts. I’m not talking about my opinion, I’m talking about the reality in Syria. So, we
have hope.

Question 2: Mr. President, you said that Aleppo is a major victory for Syria, and a major turn
in the crisis. What do you feel when you see the pictures of the hundreds of civilians that
were killed in the bombings, and the devastation of the city?

President Assad: Of course, it’s very painful for us as Syrians to see any part of our country
destroyed, or to see any blood shedding anywhere,this is self-evident, this is emotional part,
but for me as President or as an official, the question for the Syrian people: what I’m going
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to do. It’s not only about the feeling; the feeling is self-evident as I said. How we’re going to
rebuild our cities.

Question 3: But was the bombing of east Aleppo the only solution to retake the city, with the
death of civilians, your fellow citizens?

President Assad: It depends on what kind of war you’re looking for. Are you looking for a
quiet war, war without destruction? I haven’t heard, in the history, of a good war, every war
is bad. Why bad? Because every war is about destruction, every war is about the killing,
that’s why every war is bad. You cannot say “this is a good war” even if it’s for a good
reason, to defend your country, for a noble reason, but it’s bad. That’s why it’s not the
solution, if  you have any other solution. But the question is: how can you liberate the
civilians in those areas from the terrorists? Is it better to leave them, to leave them under
their  supervision,  under  their  oppression,  under  their  fate  defined  by  those  terrorists  by
beheading, by killing, by everything but not having state? Is that the role of the state, just to
keep and watch? You have to liberate, and this is the price sometimes, but at the end, the
people are liberated from the terrorists. That’s the question now; are they liberated or not?
If yes, that’s what we have to do.

Question  4:  Mr.  President,  a  ceasefire  has  been
signed on the 30th of December, why do Syrian Army still fight near Damascus in the region
of Wadi Barada?

President  Assad:  First  of  all,  ceasefire  is  about  different  parties,  so  when  you  say  there’s
viable  ceasefire  is  when  every  party  stops  fighting  and  shooting,  and  it’s  not  the  case  in
many areas in Syria, and that was reported by the Russian center of observation regarding
the  ceasefire.  There’s  breaching  of  that  ceasefire  on  daily  basis  in  Syria,  including
Damascus, but in Damascus mainly because the terrorists occupy the main source of water
of  Damascus  where  more  than  five  million  civilians  are  deprived  from  water  for  the  last
three weeks now, and the role of the Syrian Army is to liberate that area in order to prevent
those terrorists from using that water in order to suffocate the capital. So, that’s why.

Question 5: Mr. President, Daesh is not a part of the ceasefire…

President Assad: No.
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Journalist: Do you plan to take again Raqqa, and when?

President Assad: Let me just continue the second part of the first question. Second part of
that  ceasefire  is  not  about  al-Nusra  and  ISIS,  and  the  area  that  we’ve  been  fighting  to
liberate recently, regarding the water sources of the capital Damascus, is occupied by al-
Nusra, and al-Nusra announced formally that they are occupying that area. So, it’s not part
of the ceasefire.

Regarding al-Raqqa, of course it’s our mission, according to the constitution and according
to the laws, that we have to liberate every inch of the Syrian land. There’s no question about
that, it’s not to be discussed. But it’s about when, what are our priorities, and this is military,
regarding to the military planning, about the military priorities. But nationally, there’s no
priority; every inch is a Syrian inch, it should be within the purview of the government.

Question 6: Important talks will take place in Astana at the end of the month, including a lot
of  Syrian parties,  including some opposition groups,  let’s  say.  What  are  you ready to
negotiate directly with them, and what are you ready to negotiate to help the peace to
come back in Syria.

President Assad: Of course, we are ready, and we announced that our delegation to that
conference is ready to go when they define… when they set the time of that conference. We
are ready to negotiate everything. When you talk about negotiation regarding whether to
end the conflict in Syria or talking about the future of Syria, anything, it’s fully open, there’s
no limit for that negotiations. But who’s going to be there from the other side? We don’t
know yet. Is it going to be real Syrian opposition – and when I say “real” it means has
grassroots  in  Syria,  not  Saudi  one or  French one or  British one –  it  should be Syrian
opposition to discuss the Syrian issues. So, the viability or, let’s say, the success of that
conference will depend on that point.

Question 7:  Are you even ready to discuss your position as President? That has been
contested.

President Assad: Yeah, but my position is related to the constitution, and the constitution is
very clear about the mechanism in which you can bring a president or get rid of a president.
So,  if  they want  to  discuss  this  point,  they have to  discuss  the constitution,  and the
constitution is not owned by the government or the president or by the opposition; it should
be owned by the Syrian people, so you need a referendum for every constitution. This is one
of the points that could be discussed in that meeting, of course, but they cannot say “we
need that president” or “we don’t need that president” because the president is related to
the ballot box. If they don’t need him, let’s go to the ballot box. The Syrian people should
bring a president, not part of the Syrian people.

Question 8: And with this negotiation, what will be the fate of rebel fighters?

President Assad: From what we’ve been implementing during the last three years, because
you  want  genuinely  to  have  peace  in  Syria,  the  government  offered  amnesty  for  every
militant who gives up his armaments, and it worked, and they still have the same option if
they want to go back to their normality and to go back to their normal life. This is the
maximum that you can offer, amnesty.

Question 9: Mr. President, as you know, French presidential election will take place, do you
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have a favorite, do you have a preference for one of the candidates?

President Assad: No, because we don’t have any contacts with any one of them, and we
cannot count very much on the statements and rhetoric during the campaign, so we always
say let’s wait and see what policy they’re going to adopt after they are in their position. But
we always have hopes that the next administration or government or president, they want
to deal with the reality, to disconnect themselves from the disconnected policy from our
reality. That’s our hope, and they can work for the interest of the French people, because
the question now after six years: as a French citizen, do you feel safer? I don’t think the
answer is yes. The immigration problem, has it made the situation in your country better? I
think the answer is no, whether in France or in Europe. The question now: what is the
reason? This is the discussion that the next administration or government or president
should deal with in order to deal with our reality, not with their imaginations as has been
happening during the last six years.

Question 10: But one of the candidates, Francois Fillon, doesn’t have the same position as
the  official  one;  he  would  like  to  reestablish  the  dialogue  with  Syria.  Do  you  expect  his
election  –  if  he’s  elected  –  could  change  the  position  of  France  about  Syria?

President  Assad:  His  rhetoric  regarding  the  terrorists,  or  let’s  say  the  priority  to  fight  the
terrorists and not meddling in the affairs of other countries, are welcome, but we have to be
cautious, because what we’ve learned in this region during the last few years is that many
officials  would say something and do the opposite.  I  wouldn’t  say that  Mr.  Fillon would do
this. I hope not. But we have to wait and see, because there’s no contact. But so far, what
he said, if it’s implemented, that will be very good.

Question 11: Do you appreciate him as a politician, Francois Fillon?

President Assad: I didn’t have any contact with him or cooperation, so whatever I say now
won’t be very credible, to be frank with you.

Question 12: Is there a message you want to address to France?

President Assad: I think if I want to send it to the politicians, I will say the self-evident thing;
that you have to work for the interest of the Syrian citizens, and for the last six years the
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situation is going in the other direction, because the French politics harmed the French
interests. So, for the French people, I would say the mainstream media has failed in most of
the West.  The narrative has been debunked because of the reality,  and you have the
alternative media, you have to look for the truth. The truth was the main victim of the
events in the Middle East, including Syria. I would ask any citizen in France to search for the
reality, for the real information, through the alternative media. When they search for this
information,  they  can  be  more  effective  in  dealing  with  their  government,  or  at  least  not
allowing some politicians to base their politics on lies. That’s what we think is the most
important thing during the last six years.

Question 13: Mr.  President,  your father has been a lifelong President of  Syria.  Do you
consider the option of not being the President anymore, one day?

President  Assad:  Yeah,  that  depends  on  two  things:  the  first  one  is  the  will  of  the  Syrian
people; do they want that person to be president or not. If I want to be president while the
Syrian people doesn’t want me, even if I win in the elections, I don’t have strong support, I
cannot achieve anything, especially in a complicated region like Syria. You cannot be just
elected president, that doesn’t work, you need popular support. Without it  I  cannot be
successful. So, at that time, there’s no meaning to be president.

The second one; if I have that feeling that I want to be president, I will nominate myself, but
that depends on the first factor. If I feel that the Syrian people doesn’t want me, of course I
wouldn’t be. So, it’s not about me mainly, it’s about the Syrian people; do they want me or
not. That’s how I look at it.

Question 14: Last question; Donald Trump is to be appointed as President of the United
States in less than two weeks. He has been clear that he wants to improve relationships with
Russia, which is one of your main allies…

President Assad: Yeah, exactly.

Journalist: Do you consider… do you expect that it will change the position of the United
States towards Syria?

President Assad: Yeah, if you want to talk realistically, because the Syrian problem is not
isolated, it’s not only Syrian-Syrian; actually, the biggest part… or let’s say the major part of
the Syrian conflict is regional and international. The simplest part that you can deal with is
the Syrian-Syrian part.  The regional  and the international  part  depends mainly  on the
relation between the United States and Russia. What he announced yesterday was very
promising, if there’s a genuine approach or initiative toward improving the relation between
the United States and Russia, that will effect every problem in the world, including Syria. So,
I would say yes, we think that’s positive, regarding the Syrian conflict.

Journalist: What is positive?

President Assad: I mean the relation, the improvement of the relation between the United
States and Russia will reflect positively on the Syrian conflict.

Journalists: Thank you very much.

The original source of this article is Syrian Arab News Agency

http://sana.sy/en/?p=97969


| 6

Copyright © Bashar al Assad, Syrian Arab News Agency, 2017

Comment on Global Research Articles on our Facebook page

Become a Member of Global Research

Articles by: Bashar al Assad

Disclaimer: The contents of this article are of sole responsibility of the author(s). The Centre for Research on Globalization will
not be responsible for any inaccurate or incorrect statement in this article. The Centre of Research on Globalization grants
permission to cross-post Global Research articles on community internet sites as long the source and copyright are
acknowledged together with a hyperlink to the original Global Research article. For publication of Global Research articles in
print or other forms including commercial internet sites, contact: publications@globalresearch.ca
www.globalresearch.ca contains copyrighted material the use of which has not always been specifically authorized by the
copyright owner. We are making such material available to our readers under the provisions of "fair use" in an effort to advance
a better understanding of political, economic and social issues. The material on this site is distributed without profit to those
who have expressed a prior interest in receiving it for research and educational purposes. If you wish to use copyrighted
material for purposes other than "fair use" you must request permission from the copyright owner.
For media inquiries: publications@globalresearch.ca

https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/bashar-al-assad
http://sana.sy/en/?p=97969
https://www.facebook.com/GlobalResearchCRG
https://store.globalresearch.ca/member/
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/bashar-al-assad
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca
https://www.globalresearch.ca
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca

