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President al-Assad: “The Battle is still Ongoing, and
the Signs of Victory are There”
Everything Related to the Destiny and Future of Syria Is a 100% Syrian Issue,
Unity of Syrian Territory Is Self-evident and Not Up for Debate
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Global Research, August 21, 2017
SANA

Region: Middle East & North Africa
Theme: Media Disinformation, Police State

& Civil Rights, Terrorism, US NATO War
Agenda

In-depth Report: SYRIA

Damascus, SANA – President Bashar al-Assad said that throughout history, Syria has been a
target, and those who control this target gain great control over decision-making in the
Middle East, and those who control decision-making in the Middle East will have important
and influential say on the international arena.

In a speech delivered at the opening of the Foreign and Expatriates Minister Conference on
Sunday,  President  al-Assad said  that  the  West  is  currently  experiencing an existential
presence whenever it feels that a state wants to share its role.

His Excellency said that the Ministry Conference is an important opportunity for exchanging
expertise and ideas, discuss the state’s future policies, and propose ideas for developing the
Foreign Ministry to make it more effective in carrying out its duties.

He pointed out to this Conference’s importance due to the very rapid dynamics of the
events in the world, the region, and Syria in particular.

“Talking about foiling the Western project doesn’t mean we are victorious; the
battle is still going on, and the signs of victory are there, but victory itself is
another thing,” President al-Assad said.

He said  that  the  deep regime in  the  United  States  doesn’t  share  power  with  the  US
President; it only gives him a margin.

“The price of resistance is much lower than the price of surrender… we paid a
dear price in Syria in this war, but we managed to foil the Western project,” His
Excellency said, noting that changes in positions doesn’t mean changes in
policies, adding “the West is like a snake, changing its skin according to the
situation.”

“The media and psychological war they practiced during the past years were
unable  to  affect  us  in  fighting  terrorism  or  push  us  towards  fear  and
hesitation… we struck terrorism since day one, and we will continue to strike it
as long as there is a single terrorist in Syria… fighting terrorism is a goal and
the basis for any action we take.”
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“We have dealt in a very flexible manner with all initiatives that were proposed
despite knowing beforehand that most of them were based on bad intentions.”

“Sectarian rhetoric was transient,  and what’s on tongues is not important;
what’s important is what is in the hearts. If this divisive aspect that we hear
about now in different parts of our society was in the hearts, then Syria would
have fallen a long time ago, and the civil war that they talk about in Western
media  and  that  they  tried  to  convince  us  about  would  have  been  a  fait
accompli.”

“Erdogan is playing the role of political beggar after his support for terrorists
was  exposed.  We don’t  consider  the  Turkish  side  to  be  a  partner  nor  a
guarantor nor do we trust it.”

President al-Assad affirmed that as long as the fight against terrorism is ongoing, there is no
place for the idea of a fait accompli or division in Syria, adding that the goal of de-escalation
zones is to stop bloodshed, deliver humanitarian aid, removing militants, and restoring the
situation to normal.

His Excellency pointed out that Russia used the right of veto to defend Syria’s unity and the
UN Charter, and China did the same.

“Our Armed Forces are realizing one achievement after another every day, one
week after the other, crushing terrorists and clearing the lands desecrated by
terrorists,” he said, asserting that the valiant heroics of the Syrian Arab Army
and supporting forces constitute a role model in the history of wars.

“We will  continue in the upcoming stage to crush terrorists everywhere in
cooperation with friends,  and we will  continue national  reconciliations that
proved  their  effectiveness,  as  well  as  increasing  communication  with  the
outside  and  marketing  economic  and  economic  opportunities… The  direct
political, economic, and military support of our friends made the possibility of
advancing on the ground greater and the losses fewer, and these friends are
our actual partners.”

President al-Assad affirmed that Syrian economy has entered the stage of recovery, which
might be slow, but it is consistent.

“We are not in a state of isolation as they think, but this state of arrogance
makes them think in that way. There will be no security cooperation or opening
of embassies or role for some states that say they are looking for a solution
until they cut off their ties with terrorism in a clear and unambiguous way.”

“We will not allow enemies and rivals to achieve through politics what they
failed to achieve through terrorism. We must work seriously from now to build
the future Syria on solid bases,” His Excellency said.

“Everything related to the destiny and future of Syria is a one hundred percent
Syrian issue, and the unity of Syrian territory is self-evident and not up for
debate or discussion,” President al-Assad affirmed.

More to come…
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