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Prelude to All Out War: Specter of no-fly zone
darkens Syrian skies
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Russia Today 25 November 2011

-In  March,  the  Arab  League  moved  to  suspend  Libya  and  called  for  a  no-fly  zone  as
Muammar Gaddafi moved to counter a full-scale uprising against Tripoli.  Later that month,
the  United  Nations  Security  Council  passed  UN  resolution  1973,  which  allowed  the
international community to establish a no-fly zone and paved the way for the NATO bombing
campaign that ultimately toppled the Gaddafi regime.

Arab states are reportedly set to impose a no-fly zone over Syria with US logistical support.
But as the drive to topple Syrian President Bashar al-Assad on “humanitarian grounds”
continues, the Libyan scenario seems to be repeating itself.

Turkish warplanes with US logistical backing are reportedly set to implement the no-fly zone
once the Arab League issues a  decree calling for  the protection of  Syrian civilians  in
accordance with its charter.

Senior European sources told Kuwait’s al-Rai daily that the plan is designed to cripple the
country’s military forces “in less than 24 hours.” 

The no-fly zone would include a ban on the movement of Syrian military vehicles including
tanks, personnel carriers and artillery, Albawaba news reports. The scheme is designed to
neutralize Syria’s ability to carry out air strikes on cities.

…

Rumors  about  imposing  a  no-fly  zone  over  Syria  come  in  the  wake  of  Tuesday’s  United
Nations General Assembly resolution which condemned human rights abuses by the Syrian
regime…

Although Russia abstained from voting on the resolution, its deputy envoy to the UN, Sergey
Karev, said “a human rights issue should in no circumstances be used as a pretext for
interfering in a country’s internal affairs.”

And while Western powers have long accused the Syrian regime of brutally suppressing its
own citizens, Damascus has countered that the country is embroiled in a civil war.

Russia has long called for both sides in the conflict to lay down their arms, stressing that the
international community has an obligation to facilitate dialogue between both sides.

However, critics fear that much as in Libya, the West will use the framework of humanitarian
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intervention to justify a full-scale invasion of Syria.

In March, the Arab League moved to suspend Libya and called for a no-fly zone as Muammar
Gaddafi moved to counter a full-scale uprising against Tripoli. Later that month, the United
Nations  Security  Council  passed  UN  resolution  1973,  which  allowed  the  international
community to establish a no-fly zone and paved the way for the NATO bombing campaign
that ultimately toppled the Gaddafi regime.

Stop NATO e-mail list home page with archives and search engine:
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/stopnato/messages

Stop NATO website and articles:
http://rickrozoff.wordpress.com
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