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“I gave them hope, and so turned away their eyes from death”
― Aeschylus, Prometheus Bound [1]
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Click to download the audio (MP3 format)

Not to boast, but we humans have been gifted with remarkable abilities to not only be able
to adapt to our changing environment, but to actually adapt the natural world to our own
needs.

Our ability to build and control fires for example did a remarkable job of heating our fur-less
bodies when the nights got cold. And it cooked our food greatly expanding our ability to
nourish our bodies. Our use of simple tools, like a knife carved from a competitor’s fangs or
a  hammer  from  stone  allowed  us  to  construct  huts  and  devices.  And  our  ability  to
communicate  would  transfer  our  innovative  ideas  so  we wouldn’t  have  to  reconstruct
everything from scratch.

But it was only in the last two hundred years, when fossil fuels were utilized and made
human beings multiply their own power by far more than by using slaves, simple tools or
even  animal  power  that  we  expanded  our  abilities  in  the  real  world  to  previously
unimaginable, limits.

With the debut of workplace machinery, we had more time to develop lifestyles and medical
knowledge that increased life expectancy. Before long, we could fly! And the population of
humans has expanded from 1 billion at the dawn of the fossil fuel era to almost 8 billion in
just over two centuries!

However,  these  wonderful  gifts  that  have  benefited  our  species  for  so  long  have  had  the
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unfortunate side effect of  threatening our survival  along with all  our  fellow organisms.  We
are in the midst of the sixth great extinction, due in part to climate change. Likewise, our
fossil fuel sources that have been our godsend are now beginning to peak! What happens
when the day comes when the oil and gas we depend on to power our engines and grow our
food is more expensive to mime than it is to use!

Our species is Homo Sapiens, latin for the ‘wise ape.’ (We, of course, named ourselves!) The
divine  gift  that  allowed  us  to  survive  in  ancient  times  is  now threatening  us  with  a
catastrophic extinction. How can this trap be undone?

Joining us today on the Global Research News Hour is a man who has devoted decades of
research to the question of surviving this dependence on fossil fuels, and is very much a
proponent of transition – Richard Heinberg.

In a nearly four hundred page book entitled Power: Limits and Prospects for Human Survival,
Heinberg takes the unusual approach of studying ‘power’ itself and its ability to shape all life
from the simplest levels until today. He also studied the way this ability to develop power
over  our  surroundings  got  supercharged  with  the  arrival  of  the  fossil  fuel  aids.  And
importantly he identifies how previous species of humans possessed a power to limit control
in the present so as to have more of an ability to prosper in the future.

Richard Heinberg is our feature guest on the Global Research News Hour.

Richard Heinberg is Senior Fellow-in-Residence of the Post Carbon Institute, and is regarded
as one of the world’s foremost advocates for a shift away from our current reliance on fossil
fuels. Richard is the author of fourteen books, including some of the seminal works on
society’s  current  energy  and  environmental  sustainabi l i ty  cr is is .   His
monthly MuseLetter has been in publication since 1992 and has been included in Utne
Magazine’s annual list of Best Alternative Newsletters.
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The Global Research News Hour airs every Friday at 1pm CT on CKUW 95.9FM out of the University of
Winnipeg. The programme is also podcast at globalresearch.ca .

Other stations airing the show:

CIXX 106.9 FM, broadcasting from Fanshawe College in London, Ontario. It airs Sundays at 6am.

WZBC 90.3 FM in Newton Massachusetts is Boston College Radio and broadcasts to the greater Boston
area. The Global Research News Hour airs during Truth and Justice Radio which starts Sunday at 6am.

Campus and community radio CFMH 107.3fm in  Saint John, N.B. airs the Global Research News Hour
Fridays at 7pm.

CJMP 90.1 FM, Powell River Community Radio, airs the Global Research News Hour every Saturday at
8am. 
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Caper Radio CJBU 107.3FM in Sydney, Cape Breton, Nova Scotia airs the Global Research News Hour
starting Wednesday afternoon from 3-4pm.

Cowichan Valley Community Radio CICV 98.7 FM serving the Cowichan Lake area of Vancouver Island,
BC airs the program Thursdays at 9am pacific time.

Notes:

A e s c h y l u s  ( ~ 4 8 0 B C E ) ,  P r o m e t h e u s  B o u n d ;  1.
https://booksvooks.com/prometheus-bound-pdf-aeschylus.html

The original source of this article is Global Research
Copyright © Michael Welch and Richard Heinberg, Global Research, 2021

Comment on Global Research Articles on our Facebook page

Become a Member of Global Research

Articles by: Michael Welch
and Richard Heinberg

Disclaimer: The contents of this article are of sole responsibility of the author(s). The Centre for Research on Globalization will
not be responsible for any inaccurate or incorrect statement in this article. The Centre of Research on Globalization grants
permission to cross-post Global Research articles on community internet sites as long the source and copyright are
acknowledged together with a hyperlink to the original Global Research article. For publication of Global Research articles in
print or other forms including commercial internet sites, contact: publications@globalresearch.ca
www.globalresearch.ca contains copyrighted material the use of which has not always been specifically authorized by the
copyright owner. We are making such material available to our readers under the provisions of "fair use" in an effort to advance
a better understanding of political, economic and social issues. The material on this site is distributed without profit to those
who have expressed a prior interest in receiving it for research and educational purposes. If you wish to use copyrighted
material for purposes other than "fair use" you must request permission from the copyright owner.
For media inquiries: publications@globalresearch.ca

https://www.globalresearch.ca/Entity?eid=2415218576&ename=cape%20Breton&lang=en
http://www.cicv.ca/
https://www.globalresearch.ca/Entity?eid=2477963650&ename=Cowichan%20lake&lang=en
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/michaelwelch
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/richard-heinberg
https://www.facebook.com/GlobalResearchCRG
https://store.globalresearch.ca/member/
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/michaelwelch
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/richard-heinberg
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca
https://www.globalresearch.ca
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca

