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Tony Blair’s advisers were fond of remarking as war approached, it would all be forgotten in
a few weeks. Some hope.

Tony Blair could have been forgiven for thinking, back in 2002 and 2003 when he was
planning the Iraq war, that nearly 13 years later it would all be forgiven and forgotten.

He thought that he could ride out an unprecedented level of opposition outside parliament
as millions took to the streets, school students struck, protestors blocked roads and bridges.

He also cajoled, bullied and deceived Labour MPs in order to get them to vote for war, and
won a comfortable majority by relying on the Tories, despite huge rebellion among his own
ranks.

As his advisers were fond of remarking as war approached, it would all be forgotten in a few
weeks, once Saddam Hussein was overthrown.
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Yet there are thundering echoes of the Iraq war at the centre of British politics, all these
years later. It has defined a generation. It continues to weigh on politics for several reasons.

Firstly of course because the war in Iraq has never gone away, with Britain and the US now
bombing the country against ISIS, over a decade after Saddam Hussein was executed.

As the newsreader Jon Snow wrote in a recent blog, the sight of ISIS carrying out horrific
acts serves to somehow remind millions that the war helped to create a hell in Irag from
which it still cannot awake. http://t.co/Gtk2aCcGCK

Secondly there is no resolution to questions raised by the war. The Chilcot report still has no
finish date, nearly five years after taking its final evidence. Many in any case are sceptical of
an inquiry carried out by the establishment for the establishment, and fear that there will be
no justice for those who suffered in the war.

Already families of soldiers who died are threatening legal action against Chilcot.

Thirdly it remains a live political issue. In the election only a few months ago, the received
wisdom was that no one was interested in foreign affairs, and that the war no longer
influenced opinion.
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It is now clear that the politicians were not interested in discussing it, but many people
were. The Jeremy Corbyn campaign is proof of that. Many of those attracted to his rallies are
young people for whom the war was defining issue, and older people who stopped voting for
or being members of Labour because of Blair's warmongering.

A recent set of polling figures illustrates the importance of the war in Corbyn supporters’
thinking.
https://yougov.co.uk/news/2015/08/27/you-may-say-im-dreamer-inside-mindset-jeremy-corb
y/

And much of the right wing criticism of Corbyn focuses on his foreign policy.

Jeremy Corbyn’s announcement that if he bacomes leader of the Labour party he
would apologise on behalf of the party whose then leader took Britain into an illegal war,
lying in the process to parliament and the country.

An apology is necessary. But what will be even more significant to the families and loved
ones of up to a million Iragis who died, and those of the British soldiers sent to kill and be
killed, is if those responsible for one of the worst war crimes in recent history, are held to
account in a court of law, as Jeremy Corbyn thinks they should be.

Jeremy Corbyn: All those responsible for the illegal Iraq war should stand trial for war
crimes

Source: Stop the War Coalition

The original source of this article is Stop the War Coalition
Copyright © Lindsey German, Stop the War Coalition , 2015

Comment on Global Research Articles on our Facebook page

Become a Member of Global Research

Articles by: Lindsey German

Disclaimer: The contents of this article are of sole responsibility of the author(s). The Centre for Research on Globalization will
not be responsible for any inaccurate or incorrect statement in this article. The Centre of Research on Globalization grants
permission to cross-post Global Research articles on community internet sites as long the source and copyright are
acknowledged together with a hyperlink to the original Global Research article. For publication of Global Research articles in
print or other forms including commercial internet sites, contact: publications@globalresearch.ca

www.globalresearch.ca contains copyrighted material the use of which has not always been specifically authorized by the
copyright owner. We are making such material available to our readers under the provisions of "fair use" in an effort to advance
a better understanding of political, economic and social issues. The material on this site is distributed without profit to those
who have expressed a prior interest in receiving it for research and educational purposes. If you wish to use copyrighted
material for purposes other than "fair use" you must request permission from the copyright owner.

For media inquiries: publications@globalresearch.ca



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9GpayBNt1WE
https://yougov.co.uk/news/2015/08/27/you-may-say-im-dreamer-inside-mindset-jeremy-corby/
https://yougov.co.uk/news/2015/08/27/you-may-say-im-dreamer-inside-mindset-jeremy-corby/
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/politics/labour/11825966/Corbyn-is-lining-up-with-racists-and-neo-Nazis.html
http://stopwar.org.uk/video3/jeremy-corbyn-why-the-labour-party-should-apologise-for-the-iraq-war
http://stopwar.org.uk/news/read-this-and-ask-how-is-it-tony-blair-and-george-bush-are-not-behind-bars
http://stopwar.org.uk/news/poor-tony-blair-hard-as-he-tries-the-iraq-war-won-t-leave-him-alone
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/lindsey-german
http://stopwar.org.uk/news/poor-tony-blair-hard-as-he-tries-the-iraq-war-won-t-leave-him-alone
https://www.facebook.com/GlobalResearchCRG
https://store.globalresearch.ca/member/
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/lindsey-german
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca
https://www.globalresearch.ca
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca

