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Security Chief for Aristide, Gunned Down in Port-au-
Prince
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Oriel Jean and his wife Bettina.

In what many suspect is a political assassination, Oriel Jean, 50, the former security chief of
President Jean-Bertrand Aristide from 2001 to 2003, was shot to death by gunmen on
motorcycles shortly after 3:30 p.m. on Mon., Mar. 2 near Delmas 30, not far from the offices
of Claudy Construction in Parc Mirdoré on Delmas 33 where he worked.

According  to  his  assistant  Kenny  Faustin,  Oriel  had  just  finished  taking  out  US$10,800  for
payroll from the Sogebank at Delmas 30 and was driving a grey Toyota pick-up with a
Dominican co-worker named Maldonado with the money in a bag on the back seat when the
car was struck from behind by a motorcycle. When Oriel got out of the vehicle to see what
had happened, assailants shot him twice in the stomach and heart, took the money as well
as a bag which contained his gun, and fled in the direction of the Simon Pélé neighborhood.
Oriel died at the scene, face down on the pavement.

The assailants were six men on two motorcycles, according to
witnesses. Mr. Maldonado, who fled the vehicle when the attack began, was not harmed but
was apprehended by the police. According to some press reports, the police have stated
that no money was stolen from the vehicle.

Oriel, who was known to his friends as “Roro,” had returned to Haiti in September 2013 after
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spending about seven years working as a parking lot  attendant at  the Ft.  Lauderdale-
Hollywood International Airport following his release from prison in September 2006. He
spent two and a half years jailed, with a year on probation, after accepting a plea bargain
for “Conspiracy to Commit Money-Laundering,” the same charge and sentence given to
other  high-ranking  Lavalas  government  officials  swept  up  in  a  politically-motivated  legal
campaign by Washington against Aristide following the U.S.-backed Feb. 29, 2004 coup
d’état.

“In  my  first  meeting  with  U.S.  prosecutors  after  I  was  extradited  from  Canada  [in  March
2004], they said I wouldn’t have to spend a day in jail,  they’d give me money, a new
identity, witness protection and so forth if I would only testify against Aristide,” he told Haïti
Liberté in a series of interviews in 2007. “I refused the offer, telling them that Aristide was
not involved.” Oriel  did however testify against drug trafficker Serge Edouard, alias Sergot
Persévérance,  who was convicted in  U.S.  Federal  Court  in  Miami to a life  sentence in
September 2005.

Although Oriel never testified against Aristide, the Miami Herald ran several articles implying
just the opposite, like one on May 25, 2004, that called Oriel “a U.S. government informant”
who was providing “information about Aristide’s inner circle.” Oriel only testified to convict
kingpin Serge Edouard.

Misinformation and disinformation about Oriel continued in news reports this week about his
death. The Miami Herald, for instance, reported on Mar. 2 that “[a]fter running into President
Michel Martelly while he was campaigning, Jean decided to move back to Haiti where he had
hoped to get a job in the administration,” citing an anonymous “friend.”

“That assertion is a complete lie,” said Alix Sainphor, one of Oriel’s closest friends since
childhood, who spoke to him weekly. “Oriel didn’t want anything to do with Martelly. He was
a partisan of Aristide. But he wanted to keep a low profile and stay out of politics.”

Another close friend, Harry Guignard, who helped Oriel get his job manning a parking booth
at the airport, agreed. “He had progressive views, but he was not at all interested to get
back  into  politics.  He  wanted  to  take  care  of  his  family  and  go  back  to  school  to  finish
getting  his  law  degree.”

Oriel was born Jan. 1, 1965 in Port-au-Prince to an Adventist pastor, Odiyel Jean, who now
lives in Cazale, and his mother, who was from Port-de-Paix. After the fall of the Duvalier
regime in 1986, Oriel became politically involved, militating for three years with the National
Popular Assembly (APN) popular organization before moving to Canada for three years from
1989 to 1991. He returned to become a part of President Aristide’s security detail in 1991
and lived through the Sep. 30, 1991 coup d’état, which he described in graphic detail to
huge audiences which greeted the Brooklyn premiere of the PBS documentary film “Killing
the Dream” at Medgar Evers College in 1992. After getting additional training from Swiss
policemen  while  in  exile,  Oriel  continued  to  work  with  Aristide’s  security  corps  in
Washington, DC until October 1994, when he returned with Aristide to Haiti.

After  President René Préval  came to power in 1996,  Oriel  and his  friend Nesly Lucien
became respectively the assistant director and director of National Palace security. When
Aristide returned to the presidency in 2001, Oriel became chief of Palace security while
Nesly became the chief of police.
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When the George W. Bush administration launched its destabilization campaign against
Aristide  in  2001,  it  began  focused  its  propaganda  assault  on  the  various  officials  around
Aristide,  including  Oriel  and  Nesly.

“That’s how the political struggle is,” he told Haïti Liberté in a 2007 interview. “You try to
corner the enemy as much as you can until you can destroy him. So to weaken Aristide,
they began to attack all the people around him. And myself, as security chief, you try to
make me look like a scoundrel, a drug-dealer, a criminal, a mob leader, then you take all
those things and you throw that on Aristide too, you smear Aristide too.”

With Haiti under intense surveillance, the U.S. began accusing the Aristide government of
coddling  drug  traffickers  as  a  means  of  political  destabilization.  “I  remember  Oriel
exclaiming to me how the U.S., with all its satellites, boats, aircraft, and technology, can’t
stop the flow of illegal drugs into its borders, but somehow it wants Haiti to act as its border
patrol  and  stop  the  traffickers,”  said  Oriel’s  friend  Harry  Guignard.  “They  were  under  real
pressure. Oriel got a call when he became security chief from someone who told him: ‘your
son is getting really big. He looks good going to school.’ The Haitian authorities like Oriel,
who were being politically demonized and economically strangled by the U.S., were too
weak to confront the traffickers and stop them. It would mean getting killed. So they were
forced to accommodate. And then the U.S. pounced on them.”

To be continued

The original source of this article is Haïti Liberté
Copyright © Kim Ives, Haïti Liberté, 2015

Comment on Global Research Articles on our Facebook page

Become a Member of Global Research

Articles by: Kim Ives

Disclaimer: The contents of this article are of sole responsibility of the author(s). The Centre for Research on Globalization will
not be responsible for any inaccurate or incorrect statement in this article. The Centre of Research on Globalization grants
permission to cross-post Global Research articles on community internet sites as long the source and copyright are
acknowledged together with a hyperlink to the original Global Research article. For publication of Global Research articles in
print or other forms including commercial internet sites, contact: publications@globalresearch.ca
www.globalresearch.ca contains copyrighted material the use of which has not always been specifically authorized by the
copyright owner. We are making such material available to our readers under the provisions of "fair use" in an effort to advance
a better understanding of political, economic and social issues. The material on this site is distributed without profit to those
who have expressed a prior interest in receiving it for research and educational purposes. If you wish to use copyrighted
material for purposes other than "fair use" you must request permission from the copyright owner.
For media inquiries: publications@globalresearch.ca

http://haiti-liberte.com/archives/volume8-34/Oriel%20Jean,%20Former%20Security%20Chief%20for%20Aristide.asp
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/kim-ives
http://haiti-liberte.com/archives/volume8-34/Oriel%20Jean,%20Former%20Security%20Chief%20for%20Aristide.asp
https://www.facebook.com/GlobalResearchCRG
https://store.globalresearch.ca/member/
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/kim-ives
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca
https://www.globalresearch.ca
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca

