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Today the Federal Communications Commission (FCC), a non-elected federal government
agency, voted three-to-two to reclassify broadband Internet as a common carrier service
under Title II of the Communications Act. This means that – without the vote of Congress,
the peoples’ branch of government – a federal agency now claims the power to regulate the
Internet. I  am surprised that even among civil  liberties groups, some claim the federal
government  increasing regulation of  the Internet  somehow increases our  freedom and
liberty.

The truth is very different.  The adoption of these FCC rules on the Internet represents the
largest regulatory power grab in recent history. The FCC’s newly adopted rule takes the
most dynamic means of communication and imposes the regulatory structure designed for
public utilities. Federal regulation could also open the door to de facto censorship of ideas
perceived as threatening to the political class – ideas like the troops should be brought
home, the PATRIOT Act should be repealed, military spending and corporate welfare should
be cut, and the Federal Reserve should be audited and ended.

The one bright spot in this otherwise disastrous move is that federal regulations making it
more  difficult  to  use  the  Internet  will  cause  more  Americans  to  join  our  movement  for
liberty,  peace,  and  prosperity.  The  federal  government  should  keep  its  hands  off  of  the
Internet!
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