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‘Piles of Body Parts’: Gaza’s Maghazi Residents Find
Families ‘in Pieces’
After devastating Israeli attack on refugee camp, relatives return to dig up
many victims who are under the rubble.

By Maram Humaid
Global Research, December 28, 2023
Al Jazeera

Region: Middle East & North Africa
Theme: Law and Justice

In-depth Report: PALESTINE

All  Global  Research  articles  can  be  read  in  51  languages  by  activating  the  Translate
Website button below the author’s name (only available in desktop version).

To receive Global Research’s Daily Newsletter (selected articles), click here.

Click the share button above to email/forward this article to your friends and colleagues.
Follow us on Instagram and Twitter and subscribe to our Telegram Channel. Feel free to
repost and share widely Global Research articles.

[Our thanks to Al Jazeera for this article.]

***

It has been four days since Gaza’s smallest refugee camp was pounded in yet another series
of Israeli air strikes, but Palestinians there are still digging up the bodies of their loved ones
from under the rubble.

The onslaught in central Gaza’s Maghazi late on Sunday killed at least 90 people, including
children and many who were internally displaced.

In one of the deadliest attacks on the Gaza Strip since Israel launched a war on the enclave
on October 7, residents including Ashraf al-Haj Ahmed said the assault happened “suddenly”
and without prior warning.

“At around 11:30pm that night, we witnessed a series of large explosions that shook the
entire camp,” al-Haj Ahmed told Al Jazeera.
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At least three homes were completely destroyed [Abdelhakim Abu Riash/Al Jazeera]

His  relative’s  home  was  among  those  that  were  flattened  to  the  ground.  Al-Haj  Ahmed
recalled running towards it as soon as the bombardment woke him up, just a few blocks
down.

At the scene of the attack, he found a four-storey building destroyed “on top of those who
were living in it”.

“There must have been around 40 people, among them are the owners of the house, as well
as displaced families who were taken in,” he said.

At  least  three  houses  in  the  overcrowded  camp  were  hit  by  Israeli  air  strikes.  Officials  in
Gaza said seven families were among the casualties.

While the official number of those who were killed stands at 90, residents of the camp near
Deir el-Balah say in reality, the figure is much higher as entire residential blocks were wiped
out.

“In each home, there’s a minimum of 50 people,” another Maghazi resident told Al Jazeera.
“A lot of them are displaced Palestinians from other parts of Gaza who were forced to flee
their homes.”

https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2023/12/25/israeli-forces-massacre-at-least-70-people-in-gazas-maghazi-refugee-camp


| 3

Israel’s attacks have not spared homes and shelters that displaced people have fled to [Abdelhakim Abu
Riash/Al Jazeera]

The  camp  normally  houses  30,000  people,  according  to  the  UN  refugee  agency  for
Palestinians  (UNRWA).  But  with  the  displacement  of  Palestinians  fleeing  Israel’s  relentless
bombardment in other parts of the enclave, the number of people there has risen to an
estimated 100,000.

“We pulled out so many body parts that we can’t even estimate the total number of deaths
yet,” the second resident said.

“They’re all in pieces, and we’re pulling them out with our bare hands,” he added. “We’ve
now gathered at least two piles of body parts.”

‘Dark and Painful Night’

Israel’s attacks have not spared homes and shelters that people have fled to.

Despite being on the southern side of the Strip, an area that Israeli forces deemed “safe”
and  ordered  civilians  from the  north  to  flee  ahead  of  their  ground  offensive,  Maghazi  has
been subjected to intense artillery and air raids.

It was also attacked last month when at least 50 Palestinians were killed. The vicinity of the
camp was also subjected to intense Israeli shelling over the last week.

Abu Rami Abu al-Ais is among those who have been sheltering in Maghazi ever since he left
his home in the al-Zahra neighbourhood. He said Sunday’s attack was not the first time he
and his family members had been hit.

“We had a home in al-Zahra, which came under attack. After coming here, the house we
were staying in was bombed again,” al-Ais, whose daughter is badly injured, told Al Jazeera.
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More than 21,000 Palestinians have been killed since October 7 [Abdelhakim Abu Riash/Al Jazeera]

He echoed al-Haj Ahmed’s experience and said there had been “no warnings whatsoever”
prior to the strikes.

Al-Ais  said  in  previous  assaults  on  the  enclave,  Israeli  forces  would  sometimes  warn
residents of a building to evacuate a few minutes before an attack, either by throwing
leaflets or via speakerphones. But during this offensive, there had been no such warnings.

“The rockets fall on the heads of innocent people sleeping in their homes,” he said. “They
[Israel] want to commit a complete genocide.”

Al-Ais said people are still collecting the remains of their friends, neighbours and relatives
with their bare hands.

“We found the remains of women and children who were blown up. Their body parts have
been scattered over a span of about three blocks,” due to the intensity of the strikes, al-Ais
said.

“It was a very dark and painful night for Maghazi,” he recalled. “The widespread and sheer
destruction is indescribable.”
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Residents of Maghazi refugee camp have called for an urgent ceasefire [Abdelhakim Abu Riash/Al
Jazeera]

Infrastructure, such as roads leading to the camp, were also destroyed.

Al-Ais said there are no excavators that can help speed up the process of recovering people
from under the blocks of concrete.

The lack of much-needed fuel to operate bulldozers and vehicles means that – just like civil
defence teams in Gaza – residents are digging with only their bare hands to try and pull out
as many victims from under the rubble as they can.

Israel has blocked the entry of fuel since it imposed a total siege on the already blockaded
Strip at the start of the war, and has only allowed a very small amount of aid in through the
Rafah border crossing.

“We don’t  need  food,  we  don’t  need  water,  we  don’t  need  coffins,”  al-Ais  said.  “What  we
need is a ceasefire and for this war to end.”

Al-Haj Ahmed, agreed. “Shame on the Arab world. We don’t just need aid, we need you here
personally. Come and stand with your brothers,” he said.

Attacks on refugee camps and civilian infrastructure have become common since October 7.
The Jabalia refugee camp in northern Gaza has been targeted several times, resulting in the
deaths of hundreds of Palestinians.

Civilian infrastructure –  including schools,  hospitals,  ambulance vehicles,  and places of
worship – has also been subjected to bombardment.

More than 21,000 Palestinians have been killed since October 7, while nearly 1.9 million –
more than 80 percent of the 2.3 million people who live in Gaza – have been displaced.

*



| 6

Note to readers: Please click the share button above. Follow us on Instagram and Twitter
and  subscribe  to  our  Telegram Channel.  Feel  free  to  repost  and  share  widely  Global
Research articles.

Featured image: At least 90 Palestinians were killed in Sunday’s attack on the Maghazi refugee camp
[Abdelhakim Abu Riash/Al Jazeera]
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