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Israeli researchers found people who received two doses of the Pfizer vaccine were eight
times more likely to be infected with the South African variant, and people who received one
dose of the vaccine were more likely to get the UK variant.

A new study by Israeli researchers found that a South African variant of COVID may put
people who have been vaccinated with the Pfizer-BioNTech vaccine at higher risk of
breakthrough infection compared to unvaccinated people.

The study also showed an increased incidence of the UK variant in those who received one
dose of the Pfizer shot.

The study, released April 10, reviewed the positive COVID-19 test results of 800 people —
400 people who tested positive for COVID 14 days or more after they received one or two
doses of the Pfizer vaccine against 400 unvaccinated people to see if those vaccinated were
more likely to be infected with the UK or South African variant compared with unvaccinated
individuals.

The South African variant, B.1.351, was found to make up about 1% of all COVID cases
across all the people studied, according to the study by Tel Aviv University and Israel’s
largest healthcare provider, Clalit.

But among patients who had received two doses of the vaccine, the variant’s prevalence
rate was eight times higher than in those unvaccinated — 5.4% versus 0.7%, Reuters

reported.

The research suggests the vaccine is less effective against the South African variant,
compared with the original COVID variant and a variant first identified in Britain that had
comprised nearly all COVID cases in Israel, researchers said.

“We found a disproportionately higher rate of the South African variant among
people vaccinated with a second dose, compared to the unvaccinated group,”
said Tel Aviv University’s Adi Stern, who headed the research. “This means
that the South African variant is able, to some extent, to break through the
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vaccine’s protection.”

“Based on patterns in the general population, we would have expected just
one case of the South African variant, but we saw eight,” Stern told The Times
of Israel. “Obviously, this result didn't make me happy.”

However, Stern said that the sample size was too small to put a figure on its increased
ability. “We can say it's less effective, but more research is needed to establish exactly how
much,” she said.

The study also examined the UK B.1.1.7 variant’s ability to break through the Pfizer
vaccine’'s defenses compared to the original strain. No difference was found in the UK
variant’s ability to infect fully vaccinated individuals — those who received two doses.
However, the study showed an increased incidence of the UK variant in those who had
received only one dose of Pfizer’s vaccine.

According to researchers, the results of the study align with those from in vitro
neutralization assays that showed a large reduction in neutralization against the South
African variant, and little-to-no reduction against the UK variant in fully vaccinated
individuals.

Researchers cautioned the study only had a small sample size of people infected with the
South African variant because of its rarity in Israel, and the study was not intended to
deduce overall vaccine effectiveness against any variant as it did not look at overall
infection rates.

The study still requires peer review to verify the results, Reuters reported. Professor Ran
Balicer, director of research at Clalit, said the study was “very important.”

“It is the first in the world to be based on real-world data, showing that the
vaccine is less effective against the South Africa variant, compared to both the
original virus and the British variant,” Balicer said.
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science, a law degree and extensive training in natural health.

The original source of this article is Children's Health Defense
Copyright © Megan Redshaw, Children's Health Defense, 2021

Comment on Global Research Articles on our Facebook page

Become a Member of Global Research



https://www.timesofisrael.com/real-world-israeli-data-shows-south-african-variant-better-at-bypassing-vaccine/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/real-world-israeli-data-shows-south-african-variant-better-at-bypassing-vaccine/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/real-world-israeli-data-shows-south-african-variant-better-at-bypassing-vaccine/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/real-world-israeli-data-shows-south-african-variant-better-at-bypassing-vaccine/
https://www.medrxiv.org/content/10.1101/2021.04.06.21254882v1.full-text
https://www.medrxiv.org/content/10.1101/2021.04.06.21254882v1.full-text
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-coronavirus-israel-study/south-african-variant-can-break-through-pfizer-vaccine-israeli-study-says-idUSKBN2BX0JZ?
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-coronavirus-israel-study-idCAKBN2BX0JZ
https://www.timesofisrael.com/real-world-israeli-data-shows-south-african-variant-better-at-bypassing-vaccine/
https://childrenshealthdefense.org/defender/pfizer-vaccine-higher-risk-covid-variants/
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/megan-redshaw
https://childrenshealthdefense.org/defender/pfizer-vaccine-higher-risk-covid-variants/
https://www.facebook.com/GlobalResearchCRG
https://store.globalresearch.ca/member/

Articles by: Megan Redshaw

Disclaimer: The contents of this article are of sole responsibility of the author(s). The Centre for Research on Globalization will
not be responsible for any inaccurate or incorrect statement in this article. The Centre of Research on Globalization grants
permission to cross-post Global Research articles on community internet sites as long the source and copyright are
acknowledged together with a hyperlink to the original Global Research article. For publication of Global Research articles in

print or other forms including commercial internet sites, contact: lication
www.globalresearch.ca contains copyrighted material the use of which has not always been specifically authorized by the

copyright owner. We are making such material available to our readers under the provisions of "fair use" in an effort to advance
a better understanding of political, economic and social issues. The material on this site is distributed without profit to those
who have expressed a prior interest in receiving it for research and educational purposes. If you wish to use copyrighted
material for purposes other than "fair use" you must request permission from the copyright owner.

For media inquiries: publications@globalresearch.ca


https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/megan-redshaw
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca
https://www.globalresearch.ca
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca

