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Pentagon Prepares Romania For Conflict With
Russia, NATO Consolidates Control Of Black Sea

By Rick Rozoff
Global Research, April 09, 2015
Stop NATO

Theme: US NATO War Agenda

We have compiled a number of  official documents by the US military and its NATO allies as
well as press reports which shed light on US-NATO War preparations directed against Russia.
 

These reports are for informational purposes only. 

 

Operation  Atlantic  Resolve-South:  Pentagon  Prepares  Romania  For  Conflict
With  Russia

U.S. Army Europe
April 5, 2015

BUCHAREST, Romania: Leadership assigned to 2nd Squadron, 2nd Cavalry Regiment met
with their military counterparts assigned to the Training and Doctrine Command (TRADOC,)
Romanian Land Forces (ROULF,) at the Land Forces Headquarters in Bucharest, Romania on
Apr. 2, 2015.

Amongst  the  leaders  representing  2nd  Squadron  “Cougar,”  were  Lt.  Col.  Theodore  A.
Johnson,  2nd  squadron  commander;  Command  Sgt.  Maj.  Peter  D.  Johnson,  squadron
command  sergeant  major;  1st  Lt.  Nathan  P.  Swire,  a  liaison  officer  and  2nd  Lt.  William
Crawford,  a  public  affairs  liaison,  both  assigned  to  the  squadron…

“The  meeting  reflected  the  strong  relationship  that  is  developing  between  our  military
organizations,”  said Johnson.  “We have established the course for  our  combined efforts  to
improve military’s capabilities to conduct operations with NATO Allies…”

Copyright US Army Europe, 2015

Commitment To NATO: U.S. Army Supports Latvian Special Forces Drill

U.S. Army Europe
April 7, 2015

U.S. Army Aviators support Latvian Spec. Ops. training
By Capt. Scott C. Hetzel
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KATTERBACH,  Germany:  Aviators  from the  Bravo  Company,  3-158th  Assault  Helicopter
Battalion, 12th Combat Aviation Brigade, provide aviation support for helocast training April
2, 2015, with Soldiers from the Latvian Special Forces over the Daugava River in Latvia.

Helocasting is a technique used by small unit, special operations forces to conduct airborne
insertion into an area of operations, usually over water.

The “Stormriders” from 3-158th are currently deployed to Latvia in support of Operation
Atlantic Resolve.

Operation  Atlantic  Resolve  is  a  demonstration  of  continued  U.S.  commitment  to  the
collective security of NATO…in the region, in light of Russia…

Army Europe is leading the Operation Atlantic Resolve enhanced land force multinational
training and security cooperation activities taking place across Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania and
Poland  to  ensure  multinational  interoperability,  strengthen  relationships  among  allied
militaries, contribute to regional stability and demonstrate U.S. commitment to NATO.

Copyright US Army Europe, 2015

Ukraine  To  Sign  Military,  Technical  Cooperation  Agreement  With
NATO:  Yatseniuk

Interfax-Ukraine
April 8, 2015

Ukraine to sign military and technical cooperation agreement with NATO – Yatseniuk
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Ukrainian Prime Minister Arseniy Yatseniuk has said that the Ukrainian government will sign
an agreement on military and technical cooperation with NATO, and the Armed Forces of
Ukraine will seek to meet NATO standards.

“The government is signing an agreement on cooperation in the field of support with NATO.
It is an agreement on support between the Ukrainian Cabinet and NATO, which envisages
the  implementation  of  four  trust  projects  with  NATO,  including  military  and  technical
cooperation,  communications,  new  communications  and  information  technologies,”
Yatseniuk  said  at  a  government  meeting  on  Wednesday.

He said that Ukraine needed to rebuild its armed forces using the example of the strongest
armies  and  associations  which  are  fighting  for  global  peace,  and  which  adhere  to  NATO
standards.

“We are moving in this direction,” Yatseniuk added.

Copyright Interfax Ukraine, 2015

Pentagon, NATO Gear Up For 21st-Century War In Europe

U.S. Army Europe
April 5, 2015

17 Nations get lasered up for Saber Junction 15
By Sgt. Jacob A Sawyer (USAREUR)

HOHENFELS, Germany: More than 4,700 participants from 17 Allied and European partner
nations have arrived here for exercise Saber Junction 15. But before most of them do
anything, they’ve got to get their lasers.

At the beginning of every training rotation, all Soldiers, vehicles and weapons systems are
required to receive a Multiple Integrated Laser Engagement System, or MILES, that allows
the training engagements to occur and record the data for analysis and feedback during
after-action reviews.

The MILES warehouse at  Hohenfels  is  responsible  for  the installation  of  vehicle  MILES
components, personnel MILES, and the overall integration into the JMRC Hohenfels Training
Area  battlefield.During  Saber  Junction  15,  the  MILES  warehouse  will  install  battle  tracking
systems on over 1,000 vehicles and 3,100 personnel…

Copyright US Army Europe, 2015

Georgia, Romania: NATO Consolidates Control Of Black Sea

Ministry of Defence of Georgia
April 6, 2015

Meeting between Defence Ministries of Georgia and Romania

Within the official visit to Georgia, Defence Ministries of Georgia and Romania held meeting
at the MoD today.

https://rickrozoff.wordpress.com/2015/04/07/pentagon-nato-gear-up-for-21st-century-war-in-europe/
http://www.army.mil/article/145876/
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http://www.mod.gov.ge/?newsid=3642


| 4

At  the  beginning  of  the  meeting,  Mindia  Janelidze  expressed  gratitude  for  supporting
Georgia’s territorial integrity and sovereignty, as well as Georgia’s Euro-Atlantic aspiration.
The sides overviewed regional security issues.

Mindia Janelidze delivered information to his Romanian counterpart on the performed and
scheduled reforms in the Georgian defence sphere. As Georgian Defence Minister outlined
the top priority of 2015 is effective execution of the Substantial NATO-Georgia Package and
thanked Romanian side for readiness to send a representative to NATO Core Team…

Very soon NATO Core Team will start active work for the implementation of NATO-Georgia
Substantial Package…

Copyright Ministry Defense Georgia, 2015

NATO Naval Group Drills With Moroccan Navy 

North Atlantic Treaty Organization
Allied Maritime Command
April 7, 2015

SNMG2 trains with Royal Moroccan Navy

ATLANTIC OCEAN: Ships assigned to Standing NATO Maritime Group Two (SNMG2) recently
completed  passing  exercises  with  the  Royal  Moroccan  Navy  (RMN)  off  the  coast  of
Casablanca  following  the  Group’s  visit  to  the  city.

Led by Rear Adm. Brad Williamson (USA), SNMG2 is currently comprised of the U.S. flagship
USS Vicksburg (CG 69), Canadian ship HMCS Fredericton (FFH 337), Italian ship ITS Aliseo (F
547), German oiler FGS Spessart (A 1442), Turkish ship TCG Goksu (F 497) and French oiler
FS Marne (A 630).

RMN ships RMNS Allal ben Abdellah (F 615) and RMNS Hassan II (F 612) participated in the
exercises at sea…

“These exercises were incredibly valuable for NATO, and I am extremely honoured to have
trained  with  our  partners  in  the  Royal  Moroccan  Navy,”  said  Williamson.  “The
professionalism and precision in which they operate their ships truly impressed me. NATO’s
partner nations are critical to the security of the Mediterranean and we welcome their
robust participation with NATO in the future…”

 Copyright NATO, 2015

Poland Erects Observation Towers On Russian Border

Polish Radio
April 6, 2015

Poland places observation towers by Russian border

Poland’s 200-kilometre land border with the Russian Kaliningrad exclave is to be bolstered

https://rickrozoff.wordpress.com/2015/04/07/nato-naval-group-drills-with-moroccan-navy/
http://www.aco.nato.int/snmg2-trains-with-royal-moroccan-navy.aspx
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http://www.thenews.pl/1/9/Artykul/202609,Poland-places-observation-towers-by-Russian-border
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with the construction of six observation towers.

The towers – which range in height between 35 and 50 metres – are to aid border guards in
monitoring the border 24 hours a day, with images streamed to local border control posts.

“We are currently in the test phase of the technical installations on the towers,” Mirosława
Aleksandrowicz from the Warmia-Masurian Border Guard told the PAP news agency, adding
that “we plan to be fully operational by June this year”.

The total cost of the investment is over PLN 14 million, with 75 percent of the cash coming
from the EU’s External Borders Fund.

Poland’s border with Russia is also the external border of the European Union, and has four
road crossings into the Kaliningrad exclave, in Gronowo, Grzechotki, Bezledy and Gołdap.

Last year, 3.2 million Poles and 3.3 million Russians passed through the border crossings, up
from 2.9 million Poles and 3.2 million Russians passing through in 2013, PAP reports.

Copyright Polish Radio, 2015

U.S. Launches Yet More War Games In Estonia

UNIAN
April 6, 2015

155mm FH70 howitzer

Estonia and US start joint military exercises

Estonian army units on Monday began military exercises with the U.S. Air Force, Baltic news
portal Delfi.lt has reported.

“Within the framework of the exercises, the military will work out techniques of defensive
battles and constraints,” the commander of the Estonian Artillery Battalion Kaarel Mäesalu
said, according to Ukrainian newspaper Europeiska Pravda.

“In addition, soldiers will be able to practice giving military assistance to allied aircraft,”
Mäesalu said.

https://rickrozoff.wordpress.com/2015/04/06/u-s-launches-yet-more-war-games-in-estonia/
http://www.unian.info/world/1064242-estonia-and-us-start-joint-military-exercises.html
http://www.globalresearch.ca/wp-content/uploads/2015/04/war-game.jpg


| 6

The exercise will take place in two stages. The first stage will last until April 9 and will focus
on tactical activities and exercises, including defense from air attacks.

The second stage of exercises will start from April 10 and will include shooting from 155mm
FH70 howitzers, and exercises involving F-16 fighter aircraft.

Copyright UNIAN, 2015

U.S. May Arm Ukraine This Year: Bellicose Ex-Envoy

Ukrinform
April 6, 2015

United States may give weapon to Ukraine this year – former ambassador

KYIV: Former U.S. ambassador to Ukraine (2003-2006) John Herbst believes that Washington
will decide on arms supply to Ukraine this year.

He said this in an interview to Inter Ukrainian TV channel.

“We must stop aggression of Putin here in Ukraine. I do not think that the U.S. president
understands that. I think he is short-sighted and does not see the depth of problem and,
therefore, has not yet decided on issue of arms supplies to Ukraine,” Herbst said.

At  the  same time,  he  added that  American political  circles  understood that  the  issue
concerned the vital interests of the United States.

“So I think that this year Washington will decide on the supply of arms of Ukraine, but the
president has not approved that so far,” he said.

According to Herbst, arms supplies to Kyiv could reduce the likelihood of a new attack by
Russia.

Copyright Ukraine Inform 2015

U.S. Shifts A-10s To Romania

U.S. Air Forces in Europe
U.S. Air Force Africa
April 2, 2015

A-10s deploy to Romania for Operation Atlantic Resolve
By Staff Sgt. Joe W. McFadden
52nd Fighter Wing Public Affairs

https://rickrozoff.wordpress.com/2015/04/06/u-s-may-arm-ukraine-this-year-bellicose-ex-envoy/
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CAMPIA  TURZII,  Romania:  Twelve  U.S.  Air  Force  A-10
Thunderbolt IIs deployed as a 90-day theater security package in support of Operation
Atlantic Resolve to Campia Turzii, Romania, March 30.

As part of the deployment, the U.S. and Romanian air forces will be flying together over the
plateaus in the heart of Transylvania for Dacian Thunder 2015.

The U.S. Air Force’s 354th Expeditionary Fighter Squadron’s 12 A-10 Thunderbolt II aircraft
and the Romanian air force’s 71st Air Base’s MiG-21 fighter aircraft will conduct the training
to increase relations and interoperability while building upon both nations’ joint capabilities
and ensuring a stronger partnership.

About 200 Airmen and support equipment from the 355th Fighter Wing at Davis-Monthan Air
Force Base, Arizona, and the 52nd Fighter Wing at Spangdahlem Air Base, Germany, will
participate as a combat capable force able to respond to a wide variety of operations.

The A-10 supports Air Force missions around the world as part of the U.S. Air Force’s current
inventory of strike platforms, including F-15 and F-16s. As part of Operation Atlantic Resolve,
the aircraft will later forward deploy to locations in to reassure Eastern European NATO
countries…

Copyright US Air Force, 2015

“If  NATO  Goes  To  War”:  U.S.  Trains  With  Estonian  Joint  Terminal
Attack  Controllers

U.S. Air Forces in Europe
U.S. Air Force Africa
April 2, 2015

Pilots, ground forces exercise Forward Air Controller (Airborne) mission over Estonia
By 1st Lt Allie Delury
31st Fighter Wing Public Affairs

http://www.globalresearch.ca/wp-content/uploads/2015/04/a-10.jpg
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U.S. F-16s

Ämari Air Base, Estonia: At the invitation of the Estonian government, American pilots from
the 510th Fighter Squadron at Aviano Air Base, Italy, have a unique opportunity to learn the
value of the Forward Air Control (Airborne) mission with Estonians from Amari Air Base and
U.S. instructor pilots from Luke Air Force Base.

FAC(A)s provide control of both airborne and ground forces in a close air support role and
work  closely  with  the  ground  commander  to  coordinate  ground  targets  and  de-conflict  air
assets. This flying training event ensures that pilots gain valuable experience with low-level
flying and work with Estonian Joint Terminal Attack Controllers on the nearby Tapa Range…

“It’s important to work with all  NATO allies because if  we ever go to war, we have to
understand  each  other  and  understand  how different  nations  function,”  said  Piirisild.  “The
main mission is to enhance cooperation between the United States Air Force, NATO and
Estonia…”

 Copyright US Air Force 2015
24-Hour War Production: Ukraine “Hits Unemployment” With Tanks, Armored
Personnel Carriers – Poroshenko

Interfax-Ukraine
April 4, 2015

Poroshenko:  we  hit  unemployment  with  tanks,
APCs

Ukrainian President Petro Poroshenko again stressed that Ukrainian defense industry has
picked up steam and new jobs have been created.

“Ukrainian  defense  industry  that  switches  to  three-shift  operation  is  quickly  boosting
Ukraine’s military power,” the head of state said in the training center of the National Guard

http://www.globalresearch.ca/wp-content/uploads/2015/04/us-f16.jpg
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of Ukraine in Novi Petrivtsi (Kyiv region) on Saturday.

He said that “we hit unemployment with tanks and APCs.”

Poroshenko said that thousands of new jobs that have been created at defense enterprises
is a contribution in restoration, including in Ukraine’s industrial potential.

An Interfax-Ukraine correspondent reported that on Saturday the presentation of weapon
and military equipment samples was held in the training center of the National Guard of
Ukraine in Novi Petrivtsi with the participation of the Ukrainian president.

Products  of  Ukroboronprom State  Concern  and some other  Ukrainian  enterprises  were
exhibited. Special exporters of Ukroboronprom also showed modern devices and equipment
made by foreign companies..

Copyright Interfax, 2015

Black Sea: U.S. F-15s To Participate In War Games In Bulgaria

Sofia News Agency
March 31, 2015

USAF F-15s to Take Part in Military Drills in Bulgaria from April 10

US Air Force F-15 fighter jets will arrive in Bulgaria next month to join military exercises in
the eastern European country, Reuters reported on Tuesday.

Up to 12 F-15s will arrive after Apirl 10, the newswire quoted a Bulgarian defence ministry
official as saying.

The deployment, part of the Pentagon’s Operation Atlantic Resolve, will take place from
April 10 to June 30.

The operation aims to demonstrate the commitment of the US military to NATO allies in view
of tension along the Alliance’s flank in eastern Europe prompted by Russia’s involvement in
the conflict in Ukraine.

Moscow has denied Western accusations of  providing support  to  pro-Russian rebels  in
Ukraine.

Copyright Sofia New Agency 2015

U.S. Deploys F-15s For Impending Conflict In Europe

U.S. Air Forces in Europe
U.S. Air Force Africa
April 3, 2015

ANG general welcomes F-15 deployment to Europe
By Staff Sgt. Ryan Crane
USAFE-AFAFRICA Public Affairs
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LEEUWARDEN AIR BASE, Netherlands: The second theater security package consisting of
twelve F-15C Eagle fighter aircraft  arrived at Leeuwarden Air  Base, Netherlands,  March 31
through April 1, marking the beginning of their six-month deployment to Europe.

The 125th Fighter  Wing,  Florida Air  National  Guard,  Jacksonsville,  Fla.,  leads this  first  ANG
theater security package to deploy in support of Operation Atlantic Resolve. The aircraft and
Airmen are based out of units in Florida, Oregon, California, Massachusetts and various
bases throughout Europe. Regardless of their origin, together, they make up the 159th
Expeditionary Fighter Squadron.

Maj. Gen. Eric Vollmecke, ANG assistant to the commander of U.S. Air Forces in Europe and
Air Forces Africa, welcomed the Airmen and stressed the importance of the TSP in Europe
during a visit April 3.

“We are here to reinforce to our allies that the security of Europe is a priority for the U.S.,”
Vollmecke explained to the 159th EFS.

The  squadron  will  fly  with  NATO  allies  and  support  OAR  [Operation  Atlantic  Resolve],  a
demonstration  of  U.S.  European  Command  and  United  States  Air  Forces  in  Europe’s
continued commitment to the collective security of NATO…in the region…

Copyright US Army Europe, 2015

Turkey: NATO Commander Speaks On Future Air and Space Power

North Atlantic Treaty Organization
Allied Command Transformation
April 3, 2015

SACT participates to the International Conference on Air and Space Power

Supreme Allied Commander  Transformation (SACT),  French Air  Force General  Jean-Paul
Paloméros participated to the International Conference on Air and Space Power (ICAP) at
Turkish Air War College, April 2nd 2015.

The ICAP 2015, an International Conference organized in Turkey for the second time, was
hosted by Air War College with Turkish Air Force’s contribution. The subjects discussed
during ICAP will ensure that today’s and future changing principles of Air and Space Power
are clearly understood with the contributions of speakers from partner and allied nations
from all over the world..

Copyright NATO , 2015
Reposting on occasion of attack on Yemen: Open Letter on Saudi Arabia

Open Letter
Anthony B. Newkirk

Ileana Ros-Lehtinen (R-FL) ChairmanHouse Committee on
Foreign Affairs

Howard L. Berman (D-CA)Ranking MemberHouse Committee on
Foreign Affairs

June 22, 2012
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Honorable Members:

On October 20, 2010, the Obama administration announced approval of projected arms
transfer agreements with the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia totaling over $60 billion in value. On
February 16, 2011, I wrote a letter to you requesting further information. As I have not yet
received a response, I am resubmitting my questions in a more public forum.

It is not hard to fathom why the United States and Saudi Arabia have very close ties.
The  perception  that  our  country  is  dependent  on  “Arab  oil”  is  firmly  implanted  in  popular
opinion. But the topic of security assistance for Saudi Arabia is not, an example being
the 2010 Saudi arms deal. Of course, this is hardly the only problem facing our nation in this
time of assaults on job security, social services, and civil liberties. It is also far from being
the only problem in the Middle East. However, the Saudi arms deal focuses attention on a
range  of  issues  related  to  America’s  fiscal  soundness,  security,  and  defense  of  human
rights…

U.S. Guided Missile Destroyer To Enter Black Sea

Sofia News Agency
April 2, 2015

US Navy Destroyer Jason Dunham to Enter Black Sea Friday

US Navy guided-missile  destroyer Jason Dunham will  enter  the Black Sea on Friday in
support of Operation Atlantic Resolve, the US 6th Fleet has announced.

“The ship’s presence in the Black Sea demonstrates the United States’ commitment to
working closely with allies to enhance maritime security and stability, readiness, and naval
capability,” the US 6th Fleet said in a statement

Some 750 US Army tanks and thousands of troops were deployed to Lithuania, Latvia and
Estonia for Atlantic Resolve activities, in a move described as a means “to deter Russian
aggression.”

US and NATO have said they are holding Atlantic Resolve drills to strengthen security in the
alliance’s member states in light of the conflict in Ukraine.

Moscow has repeatedly expressed concern over growing number of NATO military drills in
eastern Europe.

http://www.state.gov/t/pm/rls/rm/149749.htm
http://www.eia.gov/energy_in_brief/foreign_oil_dependence.cfm
http://www.fpif.org/articles/tracking_the_saudi_arms_deal
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http://www.globalresearch.ca/wp-content/uploads/2015/04/us-missile-destroyer.jpg
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The build-up of NATO forces in Eastern Europe “is an unprecedentedly dangerous step” that
violates Russia’s agreements with the alliance, a Russian Foreign Ministry spokesman said
on Thursday.

Copyright  Sofia New Agency 2015
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