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US military launches world’s largest satellite
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-Experts believe that the secret payload is a satellite capable of listening to a variety of
transmissions from around the world. Such a satellite would have giant antennas stretching
up to the size of a football ﬁeld.
The National Reconnaissance Oﬃce (NRO) released a press note saying that the Air Force
has launched its spy satellite from Cape Canaveral station on Sunday at 5:58 p.m.
The satellite is being dubbed as the largest satellite in the world. More details were not
given as it is a classiﬁed mission.
The unmanned 23-story rocket carried the classiﬁed spy satellite.
Brig. Gen. Ed Wilson, commander 45th Space Wing of the Air Force, said that this mission
will help them in strengthening the national defense.
….
The 235 feet Delta 4 rocket is actually made up of three boosters, providing 2 million
pounds of thrust and making it the most powerful rocket in service.
The rocket is made by United Launch Alliance, which is a partnership between Boeing and
Lockheed. It made its ﬁrst ﬂight in 2004.
The rocket is capable of carrying payloads up to 24 tons in to low Earth orbit and 11 tons in
geosynchronous orbits, which is used by communication satellites.
Experts believe that the secret payload is a satellite capable of listening to a variety of
transmissions from around the world. Such a satellite would have giant antennas stretching
up to the size of a football ﬁeld.
….
NRO Director Bruce Carlson said in press release that this is the most aggressive launch
NRO had in the last 20 years.
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