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*** 

Last Saturday, the world looked on as the Al-Qassam Brigades, the military wing of the
Hamas movement, launched Operation Al-Asqa Flood, the largest military incursion into the

state of Israel since the 1973 October War, the 50thanniversary of which had occurred just
one day beforehand.

Though lauded by many as a legitimate military response to the Israeli occupation, many
could  also  not  help  but  wonder  at  how  Israel,  an  entity  possessing  state  of  the  art
surveillance equipment and which receives annual funding from the United States to the
tune of billions of dollars, could seemingly be ‘taken by surprise’ by militant Palestinian
groups to such a devastating extent.

Suspicions were further aroused when it emerged that Universal Paralello, the electronic
music event held on the border of Gaza and which has been the focus of global media
attention  following  the  Palestinian  incursion,  had  only  changed  its  location  two  days
beforehand following the falling through of  a site in southern Israel  near the Egyptian
border. The idea that there were no serious insurance or security concerns over the holding
of a music festival on the border of a location where violent clashes between the Al-Quds
Brigades and Israeli Forces had taken place only last Summer, is simply unfathomable.

Less than 48 hours following the commencement of Operation Al-Asqa Flood, the Associated
Press also carried a report citing an unnamed Egyptian intelligence official who had claimed
that Cairo had repeatedly warned Tel Aviv that an escalation was imminent, warnings that
seemingly went unheeded. Two separate reports on Friday, one from the New York Times
and one from CNN, both outlining warnings given by US intelligence officials to Israel in the
days prior to the attacks that Hamas was preparing a large-scale operation, appear to
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corroborate the idea that Israel had foreknowledge of what was about to take place.

The first question that comes to mind, is to what benefit it would it be to the Israelis to allow
such a devastating attack to occur?

Saving the political career of Benjamin Netanyahu, currently mired in a corruption scandal,
would be a theory that appears to not have any grounding, with opinion polls following Al-
Asqa Flood appearing to indicate that the exact opposite will occur.

Using the Al-Asqa operation as a pretext to carry out ethnic cleansing of Gaza, appears to
have strong evidence to back it up, with Israeli Defence Minister Yoav Gallant announcing a
complete siege of Gaza following the attacks, cutting off food, water and electricity supplies
to the besieged strip, and describing enemy combatants as ‘human animals’; language and
behaviour that couldn’t be described as anything less than genocidal.

Indeed, such a scenario was envisaged by hardline Israeli Minister Orit Strock in March of
this year, a move that Strock herself admitted would ‘involve many casualties.’

Another theory put forward is that Al-Asqa Flood and the ensuing Israeli onslaught on Gaza
will ultimately be used as the catalyst for a wider war with Israel’s arch-rival Iran, a long-
time opponent of the Zionist state since the 1979 Islamic Revolution saw Ayatollah Khomeini
come to power.

Indeed, in a move which drew little attention amongst the media coverage of the current
hostilities,  Israeli  airstrikes  were  launched  against  Damascus  and  Aleppo  airports  on
Thursday; Syria being a key regional ally of Iran, with Tehran and Hezbollah coming to the
Arab Republic’s aid in countering the US-led regime change operation launched against it
more than a decade ago, in which Israel itself played a key role.

Despite  the  extensive  military  capabilities  of  the  Zionist  state  however,  Israel  would
undoubtedly face a challenging situation in a direct military confrontation with Iran, Syria
and Hezbollah. With a distance of more than 1,000km between Israel and Iran, launching air
strikes against the Islamic Republic, and having to travel through the hostile skies of Syria
and Iraq to do so, would prove next to impossible without the assistance of the United
States and its allies, which leads to a grim possibility – a deliberately provoked or staged
attack on American forces, intended to galvanise US support for entry into what could
quickly become a global conflict.

Indeed, a historical precedent exists for such a scenario.

Following the outbreak of  the second world war in 1939, France was overwhelmed by
Germany in the space of nine months, leaving Britain isolated and in a perilous situation. In
the United States however, no popular support for entry into what was widely seen as a
European civil war existed, especially coming only two decades after WWI.

This would change radically however on the 7th of December 1941, when Imperial Japanese
Forces,  in  response  to  a  trade  embargo  imposed  by  the  United  States,  launched  a
devastating attack on the US Naval  base in  Pearl  Harbour,  Hawaii.  Washington would
officially declare its entry into the conflict the following day.

Strong evidence would later emerge that, similar to last Saturday’s ‘surprise’ attacks on the
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Israeli state, both British and US intelligence officials at the time were aware that an attack
on the US Pacific Fleet was imminent.

Now,  with  the  provocative  deployment  of  US  and  British  Naval  Destroyers  to  the
Mediterranean amidst the current hostilities, the recent build-up of US Forces in the Persian
Gulf,  and  Israel’s  history  of  involvement  in  false  flag  operations  intended  to  incite  a  US
military response, from the USS Liberty to 9/11, it appears that the stage is now being set
for a deliberately provoked or staged attack on US Forces in the region in order to draw
Washington  into  a  wider  conflict  with  Iran,  and  the  catastrophic  consequences  that  will
follow.

*

Note to readers: Please click the share button above. Follow us on Instagram and Twitter
and  subscribe  to  our  Telegram Channel.  Feel  free  to  repost  and  share  widely  Global
Research articles.

Gavin  O’Reilly  is  an  activist  from  Dublin,  Ireland,  with  a  strong  interest  in  the  effects  of
British and US Imperialism. Secretary of the Dublin Anti-Internment Committee, a campaign
group set up to raise awareness of Irish Republican political prisoners in British and 26
County jails. His work has previously appeared on American Herald Tribune, The Duran, Al-
Masdar and MintPress News. He is a regular contributor to Global Research. Support him on
Patreon. 

Featured  image:  Israeli  Prime  Minister  Benjamin  Netanyahu  delivers  a  speech  on  Iran’s  nuclear
programme at the defence ministry in Tel Aviv on 30 April 2018 (Source: Middle East Eye)

The original source of this article is Global Research
Copyright © Gavin OReilly, Global Research, 2023

Comment on Global Research Articles on our Facebook page

Become a Member of Global Research

Articles by: Gavin OReilly

Disclaimer: The contents of this article are of sole responsibility of the author(s). The Centre for Research on Globalization will
not be responsible for any inaccurate or incorrect statement in this article. The Centre of Research on Globalization grants
permission to cross-post Global Research articles on community internet sites as long the source and copyright are
acknowledged together with a hyperlink to the original Global Research article. For publication of Global Research articles in
print or other forms including commercial internet sites, contact: publications@globalresearch.ca
www.globalresearch.ca contains copyrighted material the use of which has not always been specifically authorized by the
copyright owner. We are making such material available to our readers under the provisions of "fair use" in an effort to advance
a better understanding of political, economic and social issues. The material on this site is distributed without profit to those
who have expressed a prior interest in receiving it for research and educational purposes. If you wish to use copyrighted
material for purposes other than "fair use" you must request permission from the copyright owner.
For media inquiries: publications@globalresearch.ca

https://www.tampabay.com/archive/1993/11/27/did-churchill-get-pearl-harbor-clue/
https://warfarehistorynetwork.com/the-winds-message-controversy-the-intelligence-that-predicted-pearl-harbor/
https://www.defense.gov/News/Releases/Release/Article/3557560/statement-from-secretary-of-defense-lloyd-j-austin-iii-on-deployment-of-uss-eis/
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/prime-minister-deploys-uk-military-to-eastern-mediterranean-to-support-israel
https://thehill.com/policy/international/4141596-more-than-3000-us-troops-reach-red-sea-amid-iran-tensions/
https://www.usslibertyveterans.blog/but-sir-its-an-american-ship-never-mind-hit-her-when-israel-attacked-uss-liberty-annotated/
https://www.corbettreport.com/911-suspects-dancing-israelis/
https://www.patreon.com/gavinoreilly
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/gavin-oreilly
https://www.facebook.com/GlobalResearchCRG
https://store.globalresearch.ca/member/
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/gavin-oreilly
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca
https://www.globalresearch.ca
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca

