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“Pay to Protest” Regulations in America: Charging
Fees to Protest on Washington’s National Mall?

By Stephen Lendman
Global Research, September 24, 2018
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Overseen by the National Park Service, Washington’s National Mall is included in the US
National Register of Historic Places.

It’s one of many districts, sites, buildings, structures, and objects in the country deemed
worthy of preservation for their historic significance.

It’s located between the Lincoln Memorial and Washington Monument, Capitol Hill a short
distance away.

On August 18, 1963, Martin Luther King delivered his famous “I Have a Dream Speech” on
the steps of the Lincoln Memorial to a crowd of around 250,000 assembled on the mall, one
of the largest political rallies in US history.

The Constitution’s First Amendment states:

“Congress  shall  make  no  law  respecting  an  establishment  of  religion,  or
prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech, or of
the press; or the right of the people peaceably to assemble, and to petition the
government for a redress of grievances.”

These  rights  are  fundamental.  Jefferson  once  said  speech  and  other  rights  “cannot  be
limited  without  being  lost.”

Palko v. Connecticut (1937), Texas v. Johnson (1989), and other Supreme Court rulings
affirmed the same principles.

Speech, media, and academic freedoms, along with peacefully assembling to express them
are inviolable. Compromising them threatens their loss. Losing them jeopardizes all other
rights, what tyranny is all about.

The Trump regime’s National Park Service may alter First Amendment rights by charging
fees for groups wanting to hold protests or other demonstrations on and around the National
Mall – unprecedented if instituted.

Restricting public demonstrations on sidewalks in front of the White House and Trump’s
Washington hotel may also be imposed.

Draft “Pay to Protest” regulations are open to public comment until October 15.
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The Partnership for Civil Justice Fund executive director Mara Verheyden-Hilliard and the
organization’s legal director Carl Messineo slammed the proposal, saying:

“For the first time, the US government wants demonstrators to pay to use our
parks, sidewalks and streets to engage in free speech in the nation’s capital.
This should be called what it is: a protest tax,” adding:

“This is a bold effort by the Trump administration to burden and restrict access
to public spaces for First Amendment activities in Washington. If enacted, it
would fundamentally alter” the most fundamental of all constitutional rights.

They include unrestricted freedom of expression and peaceful assembly. The executive,
Congress, and courts, are obligated to respect, protect, and preserve them, including in
national parks and other public spaces nationwide.

Anti-protest laws, executive orders, and regulations exist in various states. According to the
International  Center  for  Not-for-Profit  Law  (ICNL),  the  following  are  some  of  the  most
egregious:

Louisiana’s “critical infrastructure” law criminalizes what it calls “unauthorized entry” onto a
pipeline site. Individuals convicted face up to five years in prison.

Similar  Big  Oil-backed  laws  were  enacted  in  Oklahoma  and  Iowa.  They’re  under
consideration in Ohio and Pennsylvania.

Following months of Standing Rock anti-Dakota Access Pipeline demonstrations in 2016 and
2017, seeking to protect sacred Native American land and waterways, North Dakota enacted
new laws, prohibiting what it calls riots, criminal trespass, and wearing face coverings.

A Missouri enacted law greatly restricts the right of public union employees to strike or
picket,  undermining fundamental  labor  rights,  as  well  as  free expression and peaceful
assembly.

Pending legislation in Virginia,  Massachusetts,  Illinois,  and elsewhere aim to criminalize
these and similar rights.

At the federal,  state, and local levels, America is on a slippery slope toward full-blown
tyranny.

Abolishing, jeopardizing, or otherwise compromising fundamental  constitutional  rights is
what totalitarian rule is all about.

*

Note to readers: please click the share buttons above. Forward this article to your email
lists. Crosspost on your blog site, internet forums. etc.

Stephen Lendman lives in Chicago. He can be reached at lendmanstephen@sbcglobal.net.

His new book as editor and contributor is titled “Flashpoint in Ukraine: US Drive for
Hegemony Risks WW III.”
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Visit his blog site at sjlendman.blogspot.com.

The original source of this article is Global Research
Copyright © Stephen Lendman, Global Research, 2018

Comment on Global Research Articles on our Facebook page

Become a Member of Global Research

Articles by: Stephen Lendman
About the author:

Stephen Lendman lives in Chicago. He can be reached
at lendmanstephen@sbcglobal.net. His new book as
editor and contributor is titled "Flashpoint in Ukraine:
US Drive for Hegemony Risks WW III."
http://www.claritypress.com/LendmanIII.html Visit his
blog site at sjlendman.blogspot.com. Listen to cutting-
edge discussions with distinguished guests on the
Progressive Radio News Hour on the Progressive Radio
Network. It airs three times weekly: live on Sundays at
1PM Central time plus two prerecorded archived
programs.

Disclaimer: The contents of this article are of sole responsibility of the author(s). The Centre for Research on Globalization will
not be responsible for any inaccurate or incorrect statement in this article. The Centre of Research on Globalization grants
permission to cross-post Global Research articles on community internet sites as long the source and copyright are
acknowledged together with a hyperlink to the original Global Research article. For publication of Global Research articles in
print or other forms including commercial internet sites, contact: publications@globalresearch.ca
www.globalresearch.ca contains copyrighted material the use of which has not always been specifically authorized by the
copyright owner. We are making such material available to our readers under the provisions of "fair use" in an effort to advance
a better understanding of political, economic and social issues. The material on this site is distributed without profit to those
who have expressed a prior interest in receiving it for research and educational purposes. If you wish to use copyrighted
material for purposes other than "fair use" you must request permission from the copyright owner.
For media inquiries: publications@globalresearch.ca

http://www.claritypress.com/LendmanIII.html
http://sjlendman.blogspot.com/
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/stephen-lendman
https://www.facebook.com/GlobalResearchCRG
https://store.globalresearch.ca/member/
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/stephen-lendman
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca
https://www.globalresearch.ca
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca

