‘Unacceptable Practices’ in the OPCW’s
Investigation of the Alleged Chemical Attack in
Douma, Syria on April 7th 2018
Panel of Concerned Individuals
By Courage Foundation
Global Research, October 25, 2019

Courage Foundation 23 October 2019

Region: Middle East & North Africa
Theme: Intelligence, Media Disinformation,
Militarization and WMD
In-depth Report: SYRIA

The Courage Foundation convened a panel of concerned individuals from the ﬁelds of
disarmament, international law, journalism, military operations, medicine and intelligence in
Brussels on October 15th. The panel met with a member of the investigation team from the
Organisation for the Prohibition of Chemical Weapons (OPCW), the international chemical
watchdog. On this basis the panel issued the following statement:
Based on the whistleblower’s extensive presentation, including internal emails, text
exchanges and suppressed draft reports, we are unanimous in expressing our alarm over
unacceptable practices in the investigation of the alleged chemical attack in Douma, near
the Syrian capital of Damascus on 7 April 2018. We became convinced by the testimony
that key information about chemical analyses, toxicology consultations, ballistics studies,
and witness testimonies was suppressed, ostensibly to favor a preordained conclusion.
We have learned of disquieting eﬀorts to exclude some inspectors from the investigation
whilst thwarting their attempts to raise legitimate concerns, highlight irregular practices or
even to express their diﬀering observations and assessments —a right explicitly conferred
on inspectors in the Chemical Weapons Convention, evidently with the intention of ensuring
the independence and authoritativeness of inspection reports.
However belatedly, we therefore call on the OPCW to permit all inspectors who took part in
the Douma investigation to come forward and report their diﬀering observations in an
appropriate forum of the States Parties to the Chemical Weapons Convention, in fulﬁllment
of the spirit of the Convention. They should be allowed to do this without fear of reprisal or
even censure.
The panel advances these criticisms with the expectation that the OPCW will revisit its
investigation of the Douma incident, with the purpose of clarifying what actually happened.
This would help to restore the credibility of the OPCW and work towards demonstrating its
legally mandated commitment to transparency, impartiality and independence. It is of
utmost importance to restore trust in the veriﬁcation procedures relied upon to implement
the prohibitions of the CWC.
Panel members:
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José Bustani, Ambassador of Brazil, ﬁrst Director General of the OPCW and former
Ambassador to the United Kingdom and France,
Richard Falk, Professor of International Law, Emeritus, Princeton University; Visiting
Professor, Istinye University, Istanbul
Kristinn Hrafnsson, editor-in-chief, Wikileaks
John Holmes, Maj Gen (retd), DSO OBE MC
Dr. Helmut Lohrer, MD, Board member of International Physicians for the Prevention of
Nuclear War (IPPNW) and International Councilor of its German Aﬃliate
Prof. Dr. Guenter Meyer, Centre for Research on the Arab World (CERAW) at the University
of Mainz
Elizabeth Murray, former Deputy National Intelligence Oﬃcer for the Near East, National
Intelligence (retd); member, Veteran Intelligence Professionals for Sanity and Sam Adams
Associates for Integrity in Intelligence (www.samadamsaward.ch)
Read the OPCW statement here.
*
Note to readers: please click the share buttons above or below. Forward this article to your
email lists. Crosspost on your blog site, internet forums. etc.

The original source of this article is Courage Foundation
Copyright © Courage Foundation, Courage Foundation, 2019

Comment on Global Research Articles on our Facebook page
Become a Member of Global Research

Courage
Foundation
Articles by:

Disclaimer: The contents of this article are of sole responsibility of the author(s). The Centre for Research on Globalization will
not be responsible for any inaccurate or incorrect statement in this article. The Centre of Research on Globalization grants
permission to cross-post Global Research articles on community internet sites as long the source and copyright are
acknowledged together with a hyperlink to the original Global Research article. For publication of Global Research articles in
print or other forms including commercial internet sites, contact: publications@globalresearch.ca
www.globalresearch.ca contains copyrighted material the use of which has not always been speciﬁcally authorized by the
copyright owner. We are making such material available to our readers under the provisions of "fair use" in an eﬀort to advance
a better understanding of political, economic and social issues. The material on this site is distributed without proﬁt to those
who have expressed a prior interest in receiving it for research and educational purposes. If you wish to use copyrighted
material for purposes other than "fair use" you must request permission from the copyright owner.
For media inquiries: publications@globalresearch.ca

|2

