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Claire Robinson reports that internal Monsanto documents released by attorneys leading US
cancer litigation show that Monsanto attempted to suppress a study showing adverse
effects of Roundup herbicide. The full report may be read here.

She writes:

“The study, led by Prof GE Séralini, showed that very low doses of Monsanto’s Roundup
herbicide had toxic effects on rats over a long-term period, including serious liver and
kidney damage. Additional observations of increased tumour rates in treated rats would
need to be confirmed in a larger-scale carcinogenicity study”.

The New York Times has published some of the emails mentioned by Claire. In the
documents released by the American law firm, Monsanto scientist David
Saltmiras admitted orchestrating a “third party expert” campaign in which scientists who
were apparently independent of Monsanto would bombard the editor-in-chief of the journal
Food and Chemical Toxicology (FCT), A. Wallace Hayes, with letters demanding that he
retract the study. In one document, Saltmiras reviews his own achievements within the
company, successfully facilitating numerous third party expert letters to the editor which
were subsequently published, alleging numerous significant deficiencies, poor study design,
biased reporting and selective statistics employed by Séralini. Another Monsanto employee,
Eric Sachs, writes in an email about his efforts to galvanize scientists in the letter-writing
campaign.

Sachs refers to Bruce Chassy, a scientist who runs the pro-GMO Academics Review website
(and has ‘form’).

Sachs writes:

“| talked to Bruce Chassy and he will send his letter to Wally Hayes directly and
notify other scientists that have sent letters to do the same. He understands
the urgency... | remain adamant that Monsanto must not be put in the position
of providing the critical analysis that leads the editors to retract the paper.”

Chassy was the first signatory of a petition demanding the retraction of the Séralini study
and the co-author of a Forbes article accusing Séralini of fraud. In neither document does
Chassy declare any link with Monsanto. But in 2016 he was reported to have taken over
$57,000 over less than two years from Monsanto to travel, write and speak about GMOs.
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The disclosed documents show that the editor of Food and Chemical Toxicology, A. Wallace
Hayes, entered into a consulting agreement with Monsanto in the period just before Hayes’s
involvement in the retraction of the Séralini study.

Clearly there was a conflict of interest between Hayes' role as a consultant for Monsanto
and his role as editor for a journal that retracted a study determining that glyphosate has
toxic effects. The study was published on 19 September 2012; the consulting agreement
between Hayes and Monsanto was dated 21 August 2012 and Hayes is contracted to
provide his services beginning 7 September 2012.

A Monsanto internal email confirms the company’s intimate relationship with Hayes.
Saltmiras writes about the recently published Séralini study:

“Wally Hayes, now FCT Editor in Chief for Vision and Strategy, sent me a
courtesy email early this morning. Hopefully the two of us will have a follow up
discussion soon to touch on whether FCT Vision and Strategy were front and
center for this one passing through the peer review process.”

Monsanto got its way, though the paper was subsequently republished by another journal
with higher principles - and, presumably, with an editorial board that wasn’t under contract
with Monsanto.

Some regulatory bodies have backed Monsanto rather than the public interest. In fact, the
EU is considering dispensing with the short 90-day animal feeding studies currently required
under European GMO legislation.

Now that Monsanto’s involvement in the retraction of the Séralini paper is out in the open,
FCT and Hayes should issue a formal apology to Prof Séralini and his team. FCT cannot and
should not reinstate the paper because it has been published by another journal. But it
needs to draw a line under this episode, admit that it handled it badly, and declare its
support for scientific independence and objectivity.

Featured image is from Chemical Concern.

The original source of this article is Chemical Concern
Copyright © Chemical Concern, Chemical Concern, 2017

Comment on Global Research Articles on our Facebook page

Become a Member of Global Research

Articles by: Chemical Concern

Disclaimer: The contents of this article are of sole responsibility of the author(s). The Centre for Research on Globalization will
not be responsible for any inaccurate or incorrect statement in this article. The Centre of Research on Globalization grants
permission to cross-post Global Research articles on community internet sites as long the source and copyright are
acknowledged together with a hyperlink to the original Global Research article. For publication of Global Research articles in

| 2


http://baumhedlundlaw.com/pdf/monsanto-documents/10-Monsanto-Consulting-Agreement-with-Food-and-Chemical-Toxicology-Editor.pdf
http://baumhedlundlaw.com/pdf/monsanto-documents/12-Monsanto-Email-Confirming-Companys-Intimate-Relationship-with-Wallace-Hayes.pdf
http://www.enveurope.com/content/26/1/14/abstract
http://www.grace-fp7.eu/sites/default/files/GRACE%20Stakeholder%20Consultation%20Report%20May%202014-final%20draft.pdf
https://gmandchemicalindustry9.wordpress.com/2017/09/22/out-in-the-open-monsantos-involvement-in-the-retraction-of-the-seralini-paper/
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/chemical-concern
https://gmandchemicalindustry9.wordpress.com/2017/09/22/out-in-the-open-monsantos-involvement-in-the-retraction-of-the-seralini-paper/
https://www.facebook.com/GlobalResearchCRG
https://store.globalresearch.ca/member/
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/chemical-concern

print or other forms including commercial internet sites, contact: lication lobalr rch.

www.globalresearch.ca contains copyrighted material the use of which has not always been specifically authorized by the
copyright owner. We are making such material available to our readers under the provisions of "fair use" in an effort to advance
a better understanding of political, economic and social issues. The material on this site is distributed without profit to those
who have expressed a prior interest in receiving it for research and educational purposes. If you wish to use copyrighted
material for purposes other than "fair use" you must request permission from the copyright owner.

For media inquiries: publications@globalresearch.ca

| 3


mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca
https://www.globalresearch.ca
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca

