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This letter was originally titled ‘Open letter from University of Sussex academics: The harsh
sentencing of anti-fracking campaigners sets a dangerous precedent’. Although signers from
other organisations have always been welcome, given the overwhelming support, we have
officially opened it up to academics from across the country who wish to express their
concern.

We the undersigned are writing to express our growing concern about the shrinking space
for communities and environmental defenders to engage in civil opposition to fracking
developments in the UK.

This week three non-violent campaigners opposing fracking were jailed for 15 to 16 months
simply for ‘causing a public nuisance’ and for not expressing regret. This is the first time
since 1932 that environmental defenders have been imprisoned for such long periods of
time for staging a protest in the UK. It is also the first time ever that activists have been
jailed for anti-fracking actions.

With fracking companies increasingly granted civil injunctions to prevent protest, the scope
of protest is becoming more and more restricted, representing a threat to fundamental
rights to freedom of expression and assembly.

Fracking is controversial in the UK. According to government surveys conducted in 2017,
only 16% of people support fracking development. Given the grave environmental
consequences of hydraulic fracturing and growing concerns about climate change, this is
not surprising.

The ruling sets a worrying precedent, curtailing opportunities for the kind of public protests
that have historically been effective in instituting the legal and policy changes that defend
our environment for our future generations. We need more, not less, space for action to
confront unsustainable industrial practices that harm our communities and perpetuate our
reliance on fossil fuels.

We join calls for a judicial review of this absurdly harsh sentence, and an inquiry into the
declining space for civil society protest that it represents.

Sincerely,

Andrea Brock, Lecturer, School of Global Studies
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Ezra Cohen, Associate Tutor, School of History, Art History and Philosophy

Jo Walton, postdoctoral fellow, School of Media, Film & Music
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Consortium, School of Global Studies
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Marina Papoutsi, Dr., Research Fellow at UCL Queen Square Institute of Neurology

Ann Kolodziejski, Senior Lecturer, University of Bolton

Dr David Kidner, Nottinghan Trent University (ret'd)

Dr Julia Steinberger, Associate Professor, Sustainability Research Institute, University of
Leeds

Simon Pirani, Senior Visiting Research Fellow, Oxford Institute for Energy Studies



Chamkaur Ghag, Associate Professor, University College London

Andrew Sayer, Professor, Lancaster University

Dr Sara Thornton, Research Fellow, School of Geography, Geology and the Environment,
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Peter Dickens, Research Associate, Department of Sociology, Cambridge UK
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Kye Askins, Reader, Geographical and Earth Sciences, University of Glasgow

Dr Helen Jarvis, Reader in Social Geography, Newcastle University

Nigel Thomas, Professor Emeritus of Childhood and Youth, School of Social Work, Care and
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Marie-Plerre Leroux, MA student, Hereford College of Art

Carissa Honeywell, Lecturer, Sheffield Hallam University

Catherine Oliver, PhD Student, University of Birmingham

Pat Devine, Honorary Research Fellow, University of Manchester

Rhys Williams, Research Fellow, University of Glasgow

Jane Hindley, Interdisciplinary Studies Centre, University of Essex

Sara Penrhyn Jones, Senior Lecturer in Media, Bath Spa University

Dorottya Szécsi, researcher, School of Physics and Astronomy, Universtiy of Birmingham



Kavita Ramakrishnan, Lecturer, University of East Anglia

Vanesa Castan Broto, Professorial Fellow, University of Sheffield

Katherine Lovell, Research Fellow, Science Policy Research Unit

Alice Welham, Lecturer in Clinical Psychology

Steffen Boehm, Professor of Organization and Sustainability, University of Exeter
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Dr Kate Bayliss, Senior Research Fellow, University of Leeds
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Mariya Ivancheva, Postdoc Fellow, University of Leeds

Andreas Bieler, Professor of Political Economy, Nottingham University

Patrick Holden, Reader, School of Law, Criminology and Government

Chris Hesketh, Senior Lecturer, Oxford Brookes

Gregory White, Research Associate, University of Kent

Nick Bernards, Assistant Professor, University of Warwick

Duncan Lindo, Research Fellow, Leeds University Business School

Dr Jon Berry. Senior Lecturer. University of Hertfordshire.

Caroline Metz, Lecturer, the University of Manchester
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Nick Clare, Assistant Professor, University of Nottingham

Professor Joachim Stoeber, University of Kent

Bill McKibben, Schumann Distinguished Scholar in Environmental Studies, Middlebury
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Daniela Peluso, Senior Lecturer, School of Anthropology & Conservation, University of Kentn
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Llam Campling, Reader, Queen Mary University of London

BARBARA HARRISS-WHITE Emeritus Fellow, Wolfson College, Oxford

Simon Lewis, Professor of Global Change Science, University College London

Joel Millward-Hopkins, Research Fellow, University of Leeds

Gareth Fearn, Doctoral Researcher, Newcastle University

Kai Heron - PhD Fellow, University of Manchester

David Smythe, Emeritus Professor of Geophysics, University of Glasgow
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Dr Andy Lockhart, Research Associate, University of Sheffield

Dr. Lucy Ford, Senior Lecturer, Oxford Brookes University

Sneha Krishnan, Associate Professor in Human Geography, University of Oxford

Luci Gorell Barnes, Visiting Research Fellow, Bath Spa University and UWE

Gavin Bridge, Professor, Durham University

Dr. Michael Gorr, Professor of Philosophy, Wells College, Aurora, New York USA
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Dr Les Levidow, Senior Research Fellow, Open University

Professor Peter Lynn, Institute for Social and Economic Research, University of Essex
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Dominic Kelly, Lecturer, University of Warwick
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The sentence is a blight on a democratic society, completeley and utterly reprehensible,
draconian nonsense.
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Belonging, the University of East London
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