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***

According to  the  UN and associated agencies,  nature  and food chains  are  sources  of
pathogens  with  pandemic  potential.  To  protect  citizens  from them,  the  ”One  Health”
approach has been developed: the UN, the CDC, EU, RIVM, universities, corporations, and
NGOs  are  working  together  worldwide  to  monitor  and  anticipate  potential  risks  by
coordinating collaboration at local, regional, national and international levels.

Is this a blueprint for expanding power of the UN and WHO – allowing them not only to set
health policy in the event of crisis, but also to take control of food chains and natural areas
in the name of public health?

“’One Health’ is an approach to designing and implementing programs, policies, legislation
and research in which multiple sectors collaborate and exchange to improve public health,”
is explained on the World Health Organization (WHO) website.

“Many of the same microbes that infect animals are harmful to humans, and they are
part of the same ecosystems.”

According to the WHO, to combat these risks coordinated action between public health,
animal health and environmental organizations is required. ‘One Health’ particularly focuses
on risks to food safety, zoonoses – animal-to-human transmissible infections- , antimicrobial
resistance, “and other risks to public health.” Livestock, in particular, is seen as a high-risk
source of zoonoses.

One health: expanding biosecurity governance with Agenda 2030

It fits perfectly into what philosopher Giorgio Agamben calls the paradigm of biosecurity. In
the article ‘Biosecurity and politics’ Agamben warns that the use of health terror is a means
of governing through worst case scenarios. He explains that this is an entirely new model of
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governance: ‘the citizen no longer has the right to health, but is legally obliged to health’.
Since few people adhere to political philosophies or ideologies anymore, security or health
are the only reasons for which citizens allow far-reaching restrictions on their fundamental
rights.  Agamben:  “the  biosecurity  governance  model  shows  that  it  can  flatten  all  political
and social relations under the guise of civic participation.”

Judging from the activities that have been taking place in the last 10 years under the guise
of ‘One Health’, this biosecurity is being extended under the radar to anything that can
affect health. Starting with our food and nature. The ‘One Health Commission’ lists “some”
areas that  “urgently  need to  start  applying the One Health  approach,  at  all  levels  of
academia,  government,  industry,  policy  and  research,  because  of  the  indelible
interconnectedness  of  animal,  environmental,  human,  plant  and  planetary  health:

Agricultural production and land use
Animals as Sentinels for Environmental agent and contaminants detection and
response
Antimicrobial resistance mitigation
Biodiversity / Conservation Medicine
Climate change and impacts of climate on health of animals, ecosystems, and
humans
Clinical medicine needs for interrelationship between the health professions
Communications and outreach
Comparative Medicine: commonality of diseases among people and animals such
as cancer, obesity, and diabetes
Disaster preparedness and response
Disease surveillance, prevention and response, both infectious (zoonotic) and
chronic / non-communicable diseases
Economics / Complex Systems, Civil Society
Environmental Health
Food Safety and Security
Global trade, commerce and security
Human – Animal bond
Natural Resources Conservation
Occupational Health Risks
Plant / Soil health
Professional  education  and  training  of  the  Next  Generation  of  One  Health
professionals
Public policy and regulation
Research, both basic and translational
Vector-Borne Diseases
Water Safety and Security
Welfare / Well-being of animals, humans, ecosystems and planet
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Source: One Health Commission

One Health background and funding

The idea of “one world, one health” was first floated by the Wildlife Conservation Society at
a  conference  in  New  York  in  2004.  Six  unspecified  ‘international  organizations’  then
developed a strategic framework that was presented at the International Conference on
Avian and Swine Flu in Egypt in 2008. In the same year, the One Health Joint Steering
Committee (OHJSC) and a One Health Commission (OHC) are established with the help of an
unspecified “significant donation” from the Rockefeller Foundation.

The goal of the commission is to put One Health on the map worldwide. The Rockefeller
Foundation launched the disease surveillance networks (DSN) initiative in 2007, with an
initial investment of $22 million. A portion of this will likely have gone to the OHJSC, as the
foundation reports: “Global disease surveillance networks are part of the One Health view of
the world. The Rockefeller Foundation recognizes that the local and regional context is part
of an international web of relationships, managing health issues requires regular diplomatic
actions and trade space for technocrats.” The Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation is also
committed  to  the  One  Health  approach,  it  is  one  of  five  components  of  the  ‘Grand
Challenges’  program in which a total  of  $100 million has been invested.  According to
researcher  Akio  Yamada,  these  ‘donations’  show a  shift  in  the  focus  of  philanthropic
institutions from single issue topics to intersectoral, multidisciplinary projects.

One Health at the EU, Netherlands and the US

Over the years, a veritable infrastructure for a coordinated intersectoral approach has been
put in place – out of sight of the general public – at all possible levels of government.

Stella  Kyriakides,  the  EU  Commissioner  for  Health  and  Food  Safety,  emphasizes  the
importance of One Health in her speech at the G20 Summit on September 6, 2021: “‘One
Health’ has been a priority within the EU for several years now. It is clear that we need to
expand  our  knowledge  on  environmental  conditions,  and  surveillance,  detection  and
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collective action on human-animal interaction. For a strong European health union, we call
for the development of European and national preparedness plans so that we can better
face future crisis.” We have learned in recent years that such ‘preparedness plans’ have
great predictive value.

In 2019, the EU has established the European joint program (EJP) in which 44 laboratories
and research centers in 19 member states are committed to knowledge development in the
field  of  One  Health  and  ware  working  on  the  establishment  of  a  sustainable  framework
through which activities of medical, livestock, and food institutes are aligned and integrated.
The Dutch University of Wageningen (WUR) is involved, and RIVM (the Dutch CDC) also
plays a major role: it coordinated the development of a strategic agenda and participates in
20 of the 29 projects of the EJP. To support international cooperation the RIVM is “involved
in partnerships with similar parties in other countries, and cooperates with the European
Food Safety Authority (EFSA) and the European Centre for Disease Control (ECDC).

Wageningen is also involved in the Netherlands Centre for One Health (NCOH), an “open
innovation network.” Not only the RIVM and Wageningen are active in putting One Health on
the map in the Netherlands: “The Netherlands is particularly vulnerable when it comes to
viral diseases, due to mosquitoes, and because of the high population density and intensity
of livestock farming,” warns the Dutch research consortium One Health PACT, in which
experts work together. The ‘One Health Portal’ supports “professionals from the human and
veterinary domain.”

Outside the EU and in the Netherlands, the One Health approach is also falling on fertile soil
in the US: The Centre of Disease Control, the US version of the RIVM, writes on its website:
One Health is  gaining recognition in  the US and worldwide as an effective way to address
health problems caused by human-animal contact.” One Health is also part of the ‘National
Biodefense Strategy’.

One Health at the UN level

The UN is putting the icing on the cake with the establishment of the ‘One Health High-Level
Expert Panel’ (OHHLEP) in November 2020. According to the text on the website, the Food
and Agriculture Organization (FAO), the World Organisation for Animal Health (OIE), the UN
Environment Programme (UNEP) and WHO, led by Germany and France, took the initiative
to establish the expert panel. On April 29, these UN organizations signed a “groundbreaking
agreement to strengthen cooperation to sustainably balance and optimize the health of
humans, animals, plants and the environment… The new Quadripartite MoU provides a legal
and formal framework for the four organizations to tackle the challenges at the human,
animal, plant and ecosystem interface using a more integrated and coordinated approach.
This framework will also contribute to reinforce national and regional health systems and
services”.

The same organizations – FAO, OIE and UNEP – were named in the proposal to amend the
International Health Regulations (IHR) to be involved in declaring an international health
crisis. It is interesting to note that in addition to including more UN agencies in combatting
‘health crises’, these changes proposed expanded surveillance capacity and the support of
developing these capacities in countries where the infrastructure was lacking.  Because
Southern Hemisphere countries opposed these changes, they did not pass. However, it
shows the way in which the WHO intends to expand its tentacles, and the negotiations on
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the pandemic treaty are still continuing.

Genomic surveillance

In  March  2022,  the  WHO has  published  its  “Global  genomic  surveillance  strategy  for
pathogens with pandemic and epidemic potential, 2022–2032”, which applies genomics to
track infectious diseases by sequencing the genomes of bacteria, parasites and viruses.  The
supporting documents give a lot of information about how wonderful genomic surveillance is
for tracking of the development of diseases, but give surprisingly little information about
what kind of samples are collected (blood, saliva, other?), from what sources, and in what
databases they are stored.

However, John Hopkins, Nature and other publications have reported that “COVID-19 has
created a ‘watershed’ moment for wastewater Surveillance”. In the article “Secretive HHS AI
Platform to Predict  US Covid-19 Outbreaks Weeks in  Advance”,  the research journalist
Whitney Webb reports that smart sewer and robotic wastewater collection can also be
commercialized  to  “not  only  offer  insights  on  drug  consumption  or  contagious  disease
outbreaks but also information on community “eating habits” and “genetic tendencies” in
order to “develop individual readings of particular neighborhoods”. Of course, the same
samples – blood, sewage? – that are purported to track viruses and bacteria, store our dna
information.  In  the  article  ‘The  War  Over  Genetic  Privacy  Is  Just  Beginning’,  John  W.
Whitehead and Nisha Whitehead explain that using DNA, scientists are able to track salmon
across hundreds of square miles of streams and rivers. With government, research, and
ancestry  databases  with  individual  dna  profiles  that  abound,  theoretically  it  is  not  only
possible  to  match  for  viruses,  but  for  people  as  well.

The EU project ‘Compare’, is seeking to expand this genomic surveillance under the banner
of  ‘One Health.  In  it,  28 European partners  work together  to  tends to  “speed up the
detection of, and response to disease outbreaks among humans and animals worldwide.
This new approach to disease surveillance will be able to revolutionize the way we combat
diseases globally.”

*

How many people were surprised when all the countries reacted roughly the same when the
corona pandemic was declared? That was no coincidence; it was preceded with years of
preparation, the development of an infrastructure and many trials and scenario planning
exercises. If we look at the networks around ‘One Health’ – it extends the power of the WHO
from health policy, to food chains and natural areas. Are these the contours of an expanded
power-grab during a new ‘health’ crisis?

Warnings of an animal-caused pandemic in the mass media

Mass  media  regularly  warn  that  the  next  pandemic  might  be  caused  by  zoonoses:
“Sprawling viruses: Should we treat animals radically differently?” headlines the Volkskrant
in  2020.  Trouw  writes  in  January  2022,  “Bird  flu  escalates:  how  dangerous  are  these
zoonoses to humans?” “Like the new coronavirus, a large proportion of infectious diseases
originate from animals. Should humans be worried?”, writes the NRC in the article ‘When
diseases skip from animals to humans

‘ in May 2020. In the article ‘Spread of ‘free-range’ farming may raise risk of animal-borne
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pandemics’, the British Guardian doesn’t mince its words: “Risks of infectious diseases are
rising…eliminating livestock would largely eliminate the risk of disease.” The authors do
acknowledge that this would likely meet with popular resistance. However, the reasoning is
particularly  interesting:  “If  we can’t  dramatically  cut  meat  consumption then intensive
‘factory farming’ may be comparatively less risky”, because free range cattle is in contact
with wildlife.  What they fail  to  mention is  that  intensive factory farming requires high
amounts of antibiotics, which increases antimicrobial resistance, another risk area point of
the ‘One Health’ approach. If we follow the line of reasoning of the One Health advocates,
only synthetic ‘food’,  such as vertically farmed agriculture, lab-cultured meat, milk and
butter,  that are grown in laboratory or cleanroom conditions, can be free of zoonoses,
bacteria and other diseases risks.

The  NGO  IFAW,  “a  global  non-profit  organization  that  helps  animals  and  humans  live
together”  published an action plan in  2021 together  with  AAP Foundation,  the Animal
Coalition,  World Animal  Protection and SPOTS Foundation on how the Netherlands can
contribute  to  preventing  the  next  pandemic,  titled  “From social  distancing  to  wildlife
distancing”. Step one of the action plan: strengthening the One Health approach.

*

Note to readers: Please click the share buttons above or below. Follow us on Instagram and
Twitter and subscribe to our Telegram Channel. Feel free to repost and share widely Global
Research articles.

A shorter version of this article was published on De Andere Krant. Translated from Dutch to
English.
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Use of genome sequencing

COMPARE aims to develop a global platform that will make it possible to quickly identify disease-
causing microorganisms which cause, or have the potential to cause, disease outbreaks around the
world. The research project makes use of whole genome sequencing, in which a disease-causing
microorganism’s wholeDNA-profile is mapped out at one time. ”The platform we are going to
create in this project will make it possible in real time to exchange and interpret information about
disease-causing microorganisms from around the world, and to compare this with other relevant
information such as clinical and epidemiological data,” the consortium leaders professor Frank
Møller Aarestrup from the National Food Institute of Denmark, and professor Marion Koopmans
from Erasmus MC the Netherlands explain. “The aim is that the platform can be used to harmonise
the way scientists, authorities, doctors and organisations around the world collect samples,
generate genome sequencing data and carry out risk assessments. This new approach to disease
surveillance will be able to revolutionise the way we combat diseases globally,” Aarestrup and
Koopmans add.

One Health approach

Zoonoses – diseases that can spread from animals and food to humans – are the cause of many
epidemics internationally. For this reason COMPARE is based on a collaboration across sectors and
land borders. The project will also develop tools that can be used to diagnose and treat patients,
investigate outbreaks and communicate the risks associated with various disease-causing
microorganisms.

https://www.rivm.nl/en/international-projects/compare

The myriad ways sewage surveillance is helping fight COVID around the world

Wastewater tracking was used before the pandemic to monitor for polio and illicit drug use, but interest
in the field and its applications has now ballooned.

https://www.nature.com/articles/d41586-021-01234-1

How COVID-19 Created a ‘Watershed’ Moment for Wastewater Surveillance

Wastewater surveillance can alert researchers to potential COVID outbreaks, often detecting cases
before symptoms arise. This tool may have the potential to track other disease outbreaks as well.

https://publichealth.jhu.edu/2022/how-covid-19-created-a-watershed-moment-for-wastewater-surveillan
ce

https://www.who.int/initiatives/genomic-surveillance-strategy

https://www.phgfoundation.org/briefing/one-health-genomics-why-animal-diseases-matter-for-human-he
alth

https://www.medrxiv.org/content/10.1101/2022.08.02.22278212v1

Vertical farms and lab-meat are being sold als ‘hygienic’ and zoonose-free, because they are produced
under lab/cleanroom conditions
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https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2022/jun/23/free-range-extensive-farming-may-risk-more-an
imal-borne-pandemics-than-intensive-factory-farming-study

Covid-19 has got experts thinking urgently about the risk of diseases passing from farmed animals to
humans. We examine the major outbreaks of the past two centuries

https://www.theguardian.com/environment/ng-interactive/2020/sep/15/covid-farm-animals-and-pandemi
cs-diseases-that-changed-the-world
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