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“Canada’s  nuclear  industry  is  a  strategic  asset  for  the  country.  It  is  a  key  driver  of
innovation; a leader in international collaboration; an enabler of Canada’s contributions to
global  safety,  security,  and  non-proliferation  objectives;  and  one  of  Canada’s  largest
contributors to its decarbonized grid and clean energy goals.” -Canadian Parliamentary
Secretary Kim Rudd, February 25, 2016 (emphasis added) [1]

“Our (Canada’s) problem is the production for export to the United States of oil and natural
gas. And that is the biggest source of our emissions. What I’m concerned about is this
continental deal is going to lock Canada into being diggers of carbon fuels forever and that
we can’t get a handle on our own emissions.” -Gordon Laxer (from this week’s program) 
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Canada’s former Conservative Government had been quite blunt about its determination to
secure economic prosperity for the country through a ravenous exploitation of its natural
resources, particularly the Alberta oil  sands. Prime Minister Stephen Harper notably ran
afoul of Indigenous and environmental leaders in his pursuit of that resource wealth.[2] [3]

Enter the Trudeau Liberals. Since rising to power in last October’s general election they
have  been  extremely  vocal  in  their  determination  to  distinguish  their  approach  to
governance from that of their predecessors, particularly when it comes to the establishment
of pipelines to bring the bounty of Alberta’s resource wealth to market abroad. [4][5]

The Trudeau government was fully engaged in the recent Climate talks in Paris. Trudeau
resists speaking in disparaging terms about critics of carbon-intensive industries, like oil
sands projects and pipelines. Trudeau advances a determination to fully consult with First
Nations, scientists and the broader public to ensure such endeavours have “social license.”
[6]
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Some might argue however that while the tome of the new government may be friendlier
and  less  harsh,  the  overall  objectives  have  remained  virtually  identical.  For  example,
Trudeau did not criticize the Harper for pushing hard on the Keystone XL oil sands pipeline.
He criticized the former Prime Minister, essentially, for not doing a better sales job! [7]

On February 12, Trudeau’s Natural Resources Minister Jim Carr met with his counterparts in
the United States and Mexico to forge a memorandum of understanding on a collaboration
agreement on climate change and energy. [8]

And recently, on March 3, Trudeau met with Canada’s Premiers and Territorial leaders to
hammer out a new framework for meeting Canada’s commitments on Climate Change,
agreed to at the last UN Climate summit in Paris. [9]

Do these and other meetings signal a profound change of direction for the government’s
stewardship of the country’s economy and environment? Or is the generational language a
smoke-screen for a return to more plunder in service of  corporate elites at home and
abroad?

This week’s Global Research News Hour explores these questions with two guests.

Candyce Paul is a previous guest. She is has been a member of English River First Nation for
about  thirty  years  and  is  active  with  the  Committee  for  Future  Generations,  a
Saskatchewan-based anti-nuclear group. In the first half  hour of the show she outlines the
incredible clout of the nuclear industry in Canada and especially in her province, as well as
the environmental racism it seems to foster. She also addresses the question of whether
nuclear energy is being embraced as a strategy for climate action.

 Gordon Laxer is a political economist and the former head and founding director of the
Parkland Institute based at the University of Alberta where he is Professor Emeritus. He is
widely published in newspapers and magazines and the author of several books including
Open for Business: The Roots of Foreign Ownership in Canada (Oxford University Press), and
his most recent After the Sands: Energy and Ecological Security for Canadians (Douglas &
Mcintyre.)  Professor  Laxer  joins  us  in  the  second  half  hour  to  examine  the  myths
surrounding  Canada’s  energy  and  economic  dependance  on  fossil  fuels,  and  how
‘continental security pacts’ may actually threaten the national interest. 
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The Global Research News Hour airs every Friday at 1pm CT on CKUW 95.9FM in Winnipeg. The
programme is also podcast at globalresearch.ca .

The show can be heard on the Progressive Radio Network at prn.fm. Listen in every Monday at 3pm
ET.
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Community Radio Stations carrying the Global Research News Hour:

CHLY 101.7fm in Nanaimo, B.C – Thursdays at 1pm PT

Boston College Radio WZBC 90.3FM NEWTONS  during the Truth and Justice Radio Programming slot
-Sundays at 7am ET.

Port Perry Radio in Port Perry, Ontario –1  Thursdays at 1pm ET

Burnaby Radio Station CJSF out of Simon Fraser University. 90.1FM to most of Greater Vancouver,
from Langley to Point Grey and from the North Shore to the US Border.

It  is  also available on 93.9 FM cable in  the communities  of  SFU,  Burnaby,  New Westminister,
Coquitlam, Port Coquitlam, Port Moody, Surrey and Delta, in British Columbia Canada. – Tune in
every Saturday at 6am. 
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