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Twelve winners of the Nobel Peace Prize have urged fellow laureate, US President Barack
Obama, to release a Senate report on the Central Intelligence Agency’s post-9/11 Rendition,
Detention, and Interrogation Program, also known as the torture report.
The laureates revealed late Sunday an open letter that called for “full disclosure to the
American people of the extent and use of torture and rendition by American soldiers,
operatives, and contractors, as well as the authorization of torture and rendition by
American oﬃcials.”
The letter, posted on TheCommunity.com, also asked for a concrete plan to close secret
international“black site” prisons – used by the US to hide, hold, and interrogate post-9/11
detainees – as well as the US military prison at Guantanamo Bay, where many War on Terror
captives languish with few or inconsistent legal maneuvers, if any at all, at their disposal.
The letter was signed by past Nobel winners José Ramos-Horta, Archbishop Desmond Tutu,
F.W. De Klerk, Leymah Gbowee, Muhammad Yunus, John Hume, Bishop Carlos X. Belo, Betty
Williams, Adolfo Perez Esquivel, Jody Williams, Oscar Arias Sanchez, and Mohammad
ElBaradei.
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“In recent decades, by accepting the ﬂagrant use of torture and other
violations of international law in the name of combating terrorism, American
leaders have eroded the very freedoms and rights that generations of their
young gave their lives to defend,” the laureates wrote.
“They have again set an example that will be followed by others; only now, it is
one that will be used to justify the use of torture by regimes around the world,
including against American soldiers in foreign lands. In losing their way, they
have made us all vulnerable.”
The letter called on Obama, winner of the 2009 Nobel Peace Prize after less than a year in
the White House, to follow principles of international law outlined in the UN Convention
Against Torture and the Geneva Conventions.
The US Senate Intelligence Committee’s $40 million investigation into the CIA’s Rendition,
Detention, and Interrogation Program – which was active from September 11, 2001 to 2006
– has found that the spy agency purposely deceived the US Justice Department to attain
legal justiﬁcation for the use of torture techniques, among other ﬁndings. The investigation
and subsequent crafting of the report ran from March 2009 to December 2012.
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The head of the United Nations’ atomic energy watchdog (IAEA) Mohamed ElBaradei (AFP Photo)

Of that 6,000-page investigative report, the public will only see a 500-page, partiallyredacted executive summary that is in the process of declassiﬁcation.
According to sources familiar with the unreleased report, the CIA, and not top oﬃcials of the
George W. Bush administration, are blamed for interrogation tactics that amount to torture
based on international legal standards.
The report outlines 20 main conclusions about the CIA’s post-9/11 torture program which,
according to the investigation, intentionally evaded White House, congressional, and intraagency oversight.
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