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The Canadian Network On Cuba (CNC) denounces the violation of the sovereignty of Canada
by the Office of Foreign Assets Control (OFAC) of the U.S. Treasury Department. OFAC fined
the American Honda Finance Corporation (AHFC) $87,255 for approving and financing
between February 2011 and March 2014 the leasing by Honda Canada Finance Inc. of 13
cars to the Embassy of Cuba in Canada.

This is an unambiguous act of hostility against Cuba carried out within Canada by
Washington. The extraterritorial application of the U.S. economic blockade of Cuba targets
not only Canada, as the AHFC is a subsidiary of the American Honda Motor Company, which
is itself owned by Honda Motor Co. Ltd. and based in Japan, not the U.S.

Because Honda Canada Finance Inc. is a majority-owned subsidiary company of American
Honda Motor Company, Washington insists that it follow U.S. law as demanded by the 1992
Torricelli Act and the 1996 Helms-Burton Act.

In short, U.S. law supplants Canadian law within Canada!

Not only is this a violation of the sovereignty of Canada, it contravenes the Canadian
Foreign Extraterritorial Measures Act (FEMA).

In response to the Torricelli Act and the Helms-Burton Bill, the Government of Canada
specifically amended FEMA in order to protect Canada against the increasing extraterritorial
nature of the U.S. economic blockade of Cuba. Thus, FEMA prohibits Canadian corporations
from complying with the extraterritorial measures of U.S. economic sanctions against Cuba

This violation of Canadian sovereignty by the U.S. Treasury Department illustrates that
Washington not only wages an economic blockade against Cuba but also a diplomatic and
political blockade.

Is this extraterritorial interference in Canadian sovereignty a warning that Canada-Cuba
relations is now a direct target of the Trump administration?

The CNC calls on the Government of Canada to uphold the country’s sovereignty and reject
this or any other effort to implement in Canada the internationally condemned and illegal
U.S. economic blockade of Cuba.

The CNC urges the Canadian government and parliamentarians not to allow Canada’s policy
towards and relations with Cuba to be targeted or undermined.
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