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No, the “New” CNN Video of the Chemical Incident
Does Not Prove that the Syrian Government Did It
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The  Sun  claims  that  CNN has  released  new footage  of  last  month’s  Syrian  chemical
incident (click link to see video)… and strongly implies that the Syrian government was
responsible.

Washington’s Blog asked MIT rocket scientist and chemical weapons expert Theodore Postol*

what he thought of the footage.

Postol replied:

I agree that the footage is harrowing. However none of it is new and none of it
proves that  the Syrian government  was the perpetrator  of  a  nerve agent
attack.

As such, this article merely falls into the category of propaganda.

The kindest alternative description of the article is that it might instead be yet
another example of bad reporting that mixes ill-considered assumptions with
facts that may or may not be relevant to its conclusions.

This kind of reporting could actually be encouraging such attacks.

If  there  was  a  false  flag  nerve  agent  attack,  this  tells  the  perpetrators  that
when they engage in the murder of children they can build a stronger false
case against the Syrian government and thereby increase their chances of
creating political pressure on the US Government to intervene militarily on
their behalf.

If people are sickened by the inhumanity of these events, they might want to
consider  alternative  explanations  of  who  might  be  responsible  for  the
immoralities we are seeing.
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Click here to watch the video.

*Theodore Postol is  professor emeritus of science, technology, and national security policy
at MIT. Postol’s main expertise is in ballistic missiles. He has a substantial background in air
dispersal, including how toxic plumes move in the air. Postol has taught courses on weapons
of mass destruction – including chemical and biological threats – at MIT.  Before joining MIT,
Postol worked as an analyst at the Office of Technology Assessment, as a science and policy
adviser  to  the  chief  of  naval  operations,  and  as  a  researcher  at  Argonne  National
Laboratory.  He also helped build a program at Stanford University to train mid-career
scientists to study weapons technology in relation to defense and arms control policy. Postol
is a highly-decorated scientist, receiving the Leo Szilard Prize from the American Physical
Society, the Hilliard Roderick Prize from the American Association for the Advancement of
Science, and the Richard L. Garwin Award from the Federation of American Scientists.
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